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PREPACE

Professor Vernon louis Parrington's bdook oeme to my atten-
tion when I was an undergraduste et the University of Ideaho,
It wes my first intimsetion of the fagct that the University of
Washington was more than 8 point of departure for effioient
athletioc expeditiona., The sincere humenity revealed in Per-
rington's work, and the insight he provided into Ameriocan
thought and literature almost at once reconciled for me Idaho's

defeats by Husky raiders, lai Ggigggta in Americen Thought
11 do,

18 a book I needed then 8nd s

It has been & pleesure for me to meke this study of Par-
rington's work and of the prinoiple of eoonomic determinism of
literary expression. I owe much to the following teachers for
their patience and thelr wisdom: Dr, Allen Rogers Benham of
the University of ¥Washington; Dr, Osocar Cargill or Washington
Square College, liew York University; Professor L, ¥, BDoardmen,
Or, Walter Barnes, Dr., H., H, Horne, snd Dr, Charles Skinner,
8ll of the Sehool of fRducstion, New York University.

GEORGE R, CERVENY

i1
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PART 1
INTRODUCTION

Purpose

The purporse of tais dissertetion is to exsmine the prine
ciples of literery critioism and historionl analysis used by
‘rofessor Vernon Louis Parrington in dein Currents in imere
loan Thoggnt; Chiefly involved is the general principle that
objeetive foroes, soociological, blologiocel, end physicel, marke
edly influence, dominate, or determine the oontent, form, &nd
style of literary expression, The inspiration for such an exe
aminetion es is here proposed stems lergely from Professor Pare
rington's ook end will cover three general problems: (1) an
historical view of the development of the elements of the prine-
oiple Perrington followed; (2) Perrington's modificetion and
use of the prinoiple; eand (3) Parrington's influence on orit-

ical noints of view,

Kethod of Prosedure

lefore the three mejor portions of the dissertation cen
be begun, it will be necessary to outline some baskground
material. This will form Part I and will consist of the fol-
lowing toplos: staenderd oriticsl points of view; Parringe-
ton's chief oriticel tenets; Mein Currents in Americen Thought;
end the man, Vernon Louis Parrington, ifter the introductory

materiel has been presented, Part II, the historical view of



"objective™ oritioism will be attempted. 'I'he method of
developing this seotion will be to searoh primary sources,
with some attention to seoondary sources, for the origin and
development of the prinoiple and ite elements, ‘art III,
Jarrington's modifiocation end use of the principle, is to be

chlefly en anolyeis of iein Currents in Amerioasn Thought.

Seoondary sources will be used, Tart IV, the estirate of
rarrington's influence will come from all the primary and
secondary evidencee that may be found among oritics and their

work.,

Jaokground Material
Standerd Critical oints of View

¥or the sake of general oomparison, the more usual of the
standard oriticanl points of view should be outlined, The first
of these is that known ss clmesical, Generally it is thought
to ve dogmatio, It sets up & body of rules regulating expres-
sion and then judges an artist by his ocontrol of material
within the limits of the rules, <The rules are thought to be
nesthetic aebsolutes fixed in neture, The Greek and letin ocless;-
cists sare believed to have best learned and applied the ruless
hence the term "olassiocl oriticism.” Aristotle's Rhetorio
and his “oetios form a leading source of rules, 4Aristotle
drew them from tue writinge of such men as lomer, Aeschylus,
and Buripides, Thus he followed & different prosedure than
do those who study :im for authority. 3oileeu in rrance, ’ope
in Zngland, and Dabbitt in modern America ere classical oritics,

The following lines from ’ope's "Issay on Uritiocism” illustrate



the type:

Learn henoce for ancient rules s just esteem;
To oopy !lature is to oopy them,

A seoond and nopular eritical noint of view 18 that oelled
impressionistio, or appreociative, This method is characterized
by & laock of oritical dicte other than the taste of the individ-
ual oritic, It putes the basis for judgment on tlie oritic's per-
sonality. e likes the work of art, or he does not like 1%,
The oritical judgment is essentlally pert of the emotionanl re-
sponge of the eritic %o the literary work. The eritiocisn is
more concerned witsn the ceritic and how he felt than 1t is with
the objeot of oriticism. An outstanding impressionistio critic
is Anatole France, Another is lemaitre, J, ¢, Spingern, in a
lecture entitled "The New Critiocism®, said of this type,

To nave sensations in the presence of a vork of
art ans to expreses them, thet ig the funcfion of
critioism for the impressionistio crittio,

A third eritical point of view is that employed by par-
tisane of & particuler sooisl movement, It receives its
greatest attention from artists of the proletariat, 'his type
of oriticism frenkly states thet art is a weapon in the battle
for scoilal reform, Art is good or bad ss 1t tekes & pro or
oontra position in relation to the oritic's position on the
gooial problem involved, If the oritic is "proletsrian” he
takes the sdditional poeltion that economic faetors form the

basis of all 1deoclogies, Uranville llioks in Americs and Halph

1, In Edwin Jerry Uurgum's The liew Criticism: an

an——

antnology of “odern nesthetios, p. 4.




ifox in sngland are oritior who foll.w the .artisan theory,

A fourth oritical point of view is that frequently called
"objective™ or "soientifie.” In this type the oritic attempts
to oxplain solentifioslly the e¢reation of the art object,
Jeyohology, biography, sooiology, history--sll form a sort of
environmental sura within whioh art develops und from whioh
art gets its impulse., Any one oritic may emphssize one or more
of these elements; and his oriticism will take it name from
the emphasis, being called historisal, psychologliocal, biographe
foel, or even eoconomio, The oritic refrains from outripght
Judgment, He explains,

Parrington's Critical Theory Outlined

’rofessor rarrington's eritiocal principles may now be
introduoed, it should be pointed out that “rofessor ‘arrington
d1d not write s generslization of his oriticsl tenets except
by implicetion in his disaussion of how he would treat American
literature, It is possible to resoh his philosophy only through
iiis statements ebout the method end the purvose behind his ape
proaoh to Americen literature and through iis ectual oritiosl
conelusions regarding his meterial. It is not as alstrsot
theory, then, but in relation to American literature that a
disoussion of isrrington's oritioal bellefs must begin, The
following are the nolnts to note:

1. Anmerioen literature was shaped by forces anterior
to 1it.

£, The primary shaping forces were two:

A, The eoonomio situetion rising from natural
oconditions in Amerioca,

B. The tranaplanted {deals from Uurope, whioh
remotely or olosely eontained their own
eoconomio implioations,
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3. These two sets of forces are partioularized in
soaisl movements: religious, politieal, end eco-
nomio {the word "economie”" is to be senarated from
the primery meuning used sbove, snd o mean here
philosgophles supporting, or movements of, indus-
trielization, agrarianism, plantetion aristoorscy,
ete,)., The foroes mey be grouped under the term
socio~eoononio,

4, 'These perticularized forces were sctually groups
of people in oonfliot for supremacy of power.,

5, Litersture in Amegrica schlaeves its fullest slg-
nificence when seen 88 growing out of the cone
fliots end developing with them, ILiterature in
Amerios is thus partly to be thought ol ag psre-
tisan and active in the oconfliocts,

8, The belletristic in Amerioa 1s subordinete to
eacononmic realities, but it is notv denied & place,

A8 additional explans tion of Parrington?s position, the
following points should be noted:

1. The emphaesis on an economic interpretation of the
foreces which underlie Americsan litersiure ig not
to be taken ss8 & orass attitude that ignores the
spiritusl quelities given %o art by the artist,
Thet economics hes spiritual signifiocance is selfe
evident. It would be diffioult to find an his-
torian who valuaed the spirit more fthan srrington
did, or to find 8 book thet exhibits more of 1t

then does Main Currents in americsn Thought,

2, Parrington seid little sbout the belletristic in
Ameriocan literature because the economic approach
seemed % him to be richer in reward and beosuse
the belletristioc epproech hed been already widely
used,

3, It is hard to say whether or not Parrington denied

freewill %o the individusl or whether or not he
-~ gald that economic forces determine the whole oon-

tent of an individusl's thought, Probeably his
position is like thet of Marr und Engels, who per=-
mitted individuel freewill but argued that 1t
counts for 1little in sooiel movements, Parrington
d1d at leaust imply & belief that the economic re-
alities underlying American life impose themselves
on the sttention of the individuasl and of society
by sheer weight. It is not olear that Parrington
believed that a writer in Amerios will necesearily
have to be en eoonomio libersl or oan ceoonomi: con=



gservative, It does appear olear, however, that
Parrington bellieved it has been empiriocslly ime
possible for the significant body of American
writers to cacape the eoonomis enviromment, Thus
Ameriloan literature 1s conoeived ss having been
faormed in an economic mold,

The following generalization {s possible: Professor Pare
rington believed that American thought found its fundementel
meteriols in the {deologies of socio-economic situations and
intereste, out of which conflicts developed, olitics, re-
ligion, art, and economic movements found their points of
view in the conflicts, und were ss well forces causing soolal
changes thaet seem removed from sconomic problems. Americen
literature embodies the ldeoclogies rising from these conflicts
end social changes., The belletristic iz of secondary consider-
ation in any attempt to explain and unify the history of Amer-
icen literature,

Main Currents in imerigen Thought (1927-1930)

Professor Vernon louls Perrington produced but one ohief

work, a three volume book entitled X¥ain Currents in Amerioen
Thought. The titles and dates of the three volumes are these:
Volume I, The Colonial iind, 1927; Volume II, The Romsntio

Revolution in imerice, 1927; Volume III, The Beginnings of

Critices) Healism in America, 1930. Volumes I and II were
given the 1927 Fulitzer prize for history. Volume III weas

only half finished when Professor Parrington died. It wes
completed by B, H. Eby, a student and colleague of Parringe
ton's et the University of Vvashington, in Seattle, The expe-
dient devised for rfinishing was that of editing Parrington's

remeining materisl sud publishing it vs fragments, foregoing



sny effort et uniflied aessiniletion. The result is a rieh,
but somewhut incoherent third volume, The main purpose in
Parrington's mind as he gothered his materisl was to write

a history of imerlcen Lhought, lie defined literature so as
to include suoh metters ns polliticel arguments and essays on
systems of taxatlon, thus meking oonventionsl literat:re but
one phase of the broad stream of thought eglitating American
1lifs,

Vernon Louis Perrington (1871-1928)%

Vernon loulzg rarrington was born in Aurora, Illinols, on
August &, 1871, tYHe died in EBnglend on June 16, 1929, Uis
fat er, wio had been a Union captain duriag the Civil #ar,
was prinocipsl of schools in Aurora, ™is mother was a loClellsan,
a8 relstive of Cenerel Ceorge B, JoClellan,

Vernon louls rarrington received his A,B., degree {rom
Tarvard niverslty in 1883, e took his 4,A, degree at the
Collegs of imporia in 1895, From 1893, irmediately upon leav=-
ing Harverd, until 1897 he wes instruetor in Inglish and French
at the College of “mporia. Tn 171 he married Julias lochester
"iiliana, ‘turing 19c¢3-1904 he studied at the ritish Duseum,
london, and at t:e Bibliotheque Nationale, Jaris,

In 1897 Parriungton became an instrustor in nglish and
modern language et the 'miversity of Oklehoma, and in 1898 he
was promoted to Professor of inglish,

Professor rarrington went from Oklahoma to the 'niversity

of vwashington as Aissistant Professor of %nglish in 1908, 1In

1. Besio outline taken from Who's Who in Americse,
Volume 15, 1928-1929.
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1912 he became a full professor, He remained at tne University
of wWashington for the rest of hie teaohing life except for a
surmer session at the University of California in 1922, one et
Columbie University in 1923, and one at the University of ¥iohe
igan in 1927, liec wes on s vacation trip to Zngland and the
oontinent et the ti:e of Lils death, June 16, 1929,

By nature “rofessor carrington was an aesthete.l One of
his hobbies wes mrohitecture, Ancther was painting, Ve was
something of e poet, Ye was impetient of theoretical philo~
sophy. Iiis religious affilisations were Mpiscopalian, In
politics he called : imself a Democrat, and he thought of hip-
self ags 8 liberal of the Jeffersonien variety., !le feared a
centralized government. le had & deep seuse of the humsne,
City life scoented in him a love of the soll cnd the small
farm, and at 3Jeatile onc of his cherished activities was flower
gardening, In the classroom he combined his kindliness, his
homely qualities, his aesthetio ap reciations, his libderslism,
his keen wit, and his scholarship into & weapon to be used on
and with his students thst won a loyalty from them which has
steodily increased,

At the University of wWashington Professor Perrington found
a congenial plece for the development of his intellectusl life.
The university, comfortably watched over LY the State of Washe
ington and serving both en agrarian and industrisl eommunity,
lies on & beautiful hillside above a lake, It has spiritual

aspirstions that are symboligzed in its buildings and in the

1. i#uoh of the following is from ¥, H, Eby's apprecia-
tion of Parrington, printed in thc foreword of
Volume III,



up~reaching fir trees on its ocaumpus, I[ts link with the native,
more pragmatio qualities thet motivate the politiocal and indus-
trial ideals of a state in constant liberal-conservetive turmoil
is visible in the students who oore and go from those buildings
~und fir trecs, and in the sotivities of the students, seattle
itself is the breading and testing plaoce for llberel snd radiosl
movements, The university, though essentially conservative,
works surrounded by vital struggle, snd the intellestuasl life

of the school does not esoupe the struggle. Those who know

the oampus recognize on it a fusion of pragmatism and idealism
tet scems well balanced, ‘(he result is thst s kind of religious
fervor for modifying 4imeriocsn 1life, or for preserving elements
of it, may be detected here and there,

In this place Professor ‘arrington grew %o his fullest
height, otimulated by couservative opposition, aided by libe
eral inspiretion, he workeé out the method he believed would
give a significsnt unity tv ¢ nistory of Ameriocan thought, liis
genersl informetion gave Lim a knowledge of oritical metnods,
The universlty gave 21 u long friendship with J, Allen Smith,
a8 politionl solentist who uesed economic forces as the fundae-
mental basis of political reslities, The university, further-
more, gave him students from the frontier snd from the more
stable snd cultured citles, uone of tiose students demanded
from their instruotore more than just faots, rofessor ‘arring-
ton $tried to supply the demend from his own synthesis of in-
tellectuel and factual materiels, In the finel enelysis 1t
might not be inaccurately ssid of iarrington that he oan be

explained in the same way he tried to explain others, Born
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in the weet, partaking of the rise of the west in its eoonomiocs
and in its culture, he seems to illuatrete the pragmatio ele-
ments of his environment, Il'e wvas an aesthete driven into prag-
matism,

ilearly everytaing ‘arrington wrote found ¢ place in Maln

Currents in American Thought, but the folloving titles may be

distinguished:

"The uritaen Divines”, a chrapter in the Cambridge
Listory of Americen literature, Volume I,

"fhe Uevelopment of Realism™, a chapter in Horman
Foerster's The Re~interpretetion of Americen Lit~

srature,

“An lntroduction”, in the volume The Connecticut
Rits, 1926,

"3inocleir lewis, Our Own Dilogenes™, & broohure,
loe7,

¥ein Currents in Americsn Thought, 1927-1930,

T4 ie a smell 1list to represent a scholer's labor; but
the importance of the works and their principles warrsnts their

full examination,



PART II
HISTUOHLICAL BACEGROUHD
oF
VANHINGTONYS PHIORY
It is now nrovoses to examine Lne important historical
faots in the development of Vrofessor Parringston's ceritical
theory. The theory reduces itself to three propositions, =ach
of thesgse is truocesble in history and will be kept distinoet une
til it i& no longer praotliocable to do =o, ‘'he propositions ere
thase:
1, litersture iz related to soolsl institutions:
it embodies institutionsl ideologius; it is
affeoted by ifustitutions; nnd it affeots ine
gtitutlons,

2., The 1deoclogies of sooisl inatlitutions are de-
termined by eoconcmio forocs,

3. 7The ideologies are in a state of conflict,
In devoloping tais seotion of ithe dlissertetion attention will
ve glven primarily to literary oritios; but it will be neocessary
to exanine others, suoh as Merx end ingels, beosuse they origine
ated theories that were borrowed by oritics or becasuse they had

direot, personal influenoe on Parrington,

The Relationship of litersture to Institutions

The firet proposition to ve examined historiosally states
that litersture is related to sooiasl institutions by causel
oonneoction and by being the embodiment of institutionasl ide-
ologlea. In ganeral the soeisl institutions are thought by
oritios who use this thsory to be government, law, politics,

religion, end economio syetems-~suoch as, capitelism and soocisl~-
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ism., It does not harm the theory, however, to expand the list

to inolude suoii relatively narrow fielde us systems of education,
oharity, or industriel set-ups. Literature, according to this
theory, is not a matter of sesthetics., It is fundamentally a
matter of ocontent, the meaning, the significance expressed, of
whioh the form, or aesthetioc, is secondsry. The pollitiocal

traot and Milton's Paradise lLost are alike literature. The
theory, or proposition, is not oconcerned witn definitions so
muoh a8 with the belief that such works as the political traoct

and Paradise loet sprang from the sooisl institutions thet

formed the environment of the trgsot end the eple, It is this

idea that is now to be .traced,

Clambattists Vigco (1668-1744)

The first historisn, ia the modern era, to say thet literary
art is not owed entirely to the individual artist waes Gilembattista
Vico. His book, la soienza nuova, 1725, was an effort to explain
the foroes that underlie humen history., Epeaking of literature,
he said that llomer and Orpheus should be eonsidered as repre-
sentatives of sn epoch, not as individuals, end that Yomer's
poems

must henceforth be considered as two treasure hoards

containing the ocustoms of the ancient Creeks,.......

wesssoffurthermorel........The habit of considering

the llomeric poems &a the work of a single, eminent

poet hae kept us from knowing the innate laws of the

people of Greece,l

The quotation conteins two remarkeable implications: THomer's

1. la science nouvelle de Vico., Traduite par jlauteur
" de 1' essal sur la F rostio Ig,rggg% gatgoliggg
p. 517, 1Investigator's translation from the enoh,
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poems have a definite relationship vl th Greek life and manneraj

and the poems may not be the work of one man,

Thomae Blagkwell (1701~-1767)
Following the Scienza nuova and one of the important books

involved in tne history of oritioism is Thomas lilaockwell's An
inguiry into the Life snd ¥ritinge of lomer, 1736, It iz a full
length volume treeting Homer as a product of his environment olus
8 rare netural genius, Yomer 1s oconceived %t be, not a gift from
heaven, but the product of & "ooneourse of natural csuses, "l

3luokwell's book develops 1tself slong two sets of cone
ditions thet are said to have greet effect upon us and under the
general prineiple thet minds

are apt to receive suoch strong impressions from

the oiroumstanoces of the oountry where they are born

and bred, thet they contraet a mutusl kind of like-

ness to those siroumstances,.....2
Implioit in this quotation is the principle that sooial in-
stitutions have 2 real relationship with literature; the prin-
ciple, however, beoomes expliocit when Blaokwell generalizes on
te sets of conditlons he propoees to examine for their influ~
ence on Homer; Note tist tne speoific social instivutions having

influenoe are named, The two oconditions sere

First, the state of the oo%gt§x where & person is
born end bred; in which 1 inolude the gommon -
nera of the inhabitants; their gonstitution eivil
end religious, with its caumes end gonsequenoes,...
Next, the manners of the timems; or the prevalent

humours or professions in vogue:i:-~The two are publiock
and have 8 common effeot on the whole generation,

1. Dlaokwell, T,, An Znquiry in the life end ¥Writings
of Homer, p. 4.
2. Ibfd., p. 11.
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Uf a more oconfined nature is, first, privete educa~-
tion; and after thet, the particuler way OI life we
chuee and pursue, with our fortunes in 14§,

Of particuler interest is t-e neraegraph thot follows the one
above,

From these accidents men in every country mey be
Justly said tou draw thelr c.aracter, sn! derive
their menners, They moke us what we are, in oo far
ag tuey reaoh our sentiments, and glve us & peouliar
turn and avpasrence: A ohauge in anyone of them
makes an alteration u,on ug; and taken toget.er we
must consider them &g thie monlds thet Torm us into
habits and digpositions, whieh sway our oconduct, und
distinguish our aotions,®

in nis development uf t'is thesis ss it asnlies to !lomer,

Bleokwell oonsidered the influence of olimate, religion, govern-

ment, language, and an audience on writing.3 These are saild
have & deep influenoce, Joncerning Homer's social status end
its effect, Blaokwell wrote:
tiomer's being born poor, and living e wandering ine
digent bard, was, in relation to his poetry, the great-
est hanniness thaet cou'd befell him,%

A further influence on Homer wes his own travelling and that

to

of the strangers who osme his way.5 Blackwell considered this

s0 important that he made osreful meps of Horer's supposed

tripe.

In summation, end adding the point of internationsal rela~

tionships end their influence on literary ocontent, Blackwell
wrote:

By these steps, then, lomer is beoome the parent of
poetry, end his works heve resched thelr exalted
station: By the united influence of the happiest
olimate, the moat ns turel msnners, the boldest lan-

:

Ibida,, p. 12,

p. 12,
Ibid,, p. 12,

<y P. 18,
.» Cf, pp. 43-128.
L] po 1“5.
ey D. 145,
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guage, and most exvressive religion: Vhen these
were applied to 80 rich a subjeot as the war hetween
Greece afd Troy, they produced the I1liad and the

Odyseey.

Thomes Blackwell, who probably did not xnow it, olearly
followed Vico's lead in saying thet liomer waes a product of the
coustome of the Greeks, Blackwell ls, however, the first to
write & full length study of & literary figure, employing the
prinoiple that literature is formed by the environment in whioh
it eppesrs., He preceded iMontesquieu's work on olimate by twelve
years, and Herder's work on recial and sooial influences by a

half oentury.

C. A. Helvetius (1715-1771)
Orf gome importance because of the influence of Helvetius

on the philosophy of materisliam is De 1' esprit. 1In this book
Helvetius said that genius 18 the produot of environment.

The man of geniw is ghe product of the ciroumstences
in which he 18 found,

This is not @ stetement that the arts, specifiocally literature,
are expressions of socisl institutions, It seys only that
genius, the rare sbility to do exceptionslly well what another
man does less well, is tie product of environment, Genius de-
pends upon government, the century, the education, and the
greatness of the 1ldeas with which a man meets.3 To oomplete
the principle that environment determines literature, one would

have to sdd that besides oausing genius 1t gesve genius the subdb~

1. Ibid., p. 348,

2, THelvetius, C. A,, Da 1' esprit, p. 257, Investigator's
translation,

3. Ibid., p. 256,
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Jeot matter with whioh to work and determined the result. The

latter helf is not olearly implicit in YHelvetiue'! remark,

Johann Gottfried Yon lerder {1744-1803)

Continental references to sooisl influence on literature

remained scattered and vague until the time of Johann Cotifried
Yon Herder. !le was largely respongible for the first Cerman
movencent toward nstionalism in literature, KXuno Fyanoke, a
reoent sociological oritio, wrote thet Verder oconsldered all
the eschilevemente of civilization--language, religion, law, cus-
toms, poetry, arte=to be the natural product of collecotive
humen life.l It i{s true: Herder 414 hold to the theory of a
nationzl type of literature bloéaoming from genetic reciel roots
modified by olimete, by history, and by national oulture., A
glsnoe &t Yerder's exposition reveals the influence of Rousseau's
primitivism snd Montesquieu's theory of the influenoce of climate
on lawg, The idee of the influence of national culture springs
from Blackwell snd from [llerder's own mind. The theory is de~
veloped in Ideas of the “hilosophy of the History of Humanity,
17834-1791,

in Ideces of the Philosophy of the listory of lHumenity
Herder ie induotively trying to discover the mainsprings of

history, le belileved thet God orested the Torme of life, but
that Ee no longer interferes, ilan was given a?% his primal source
the ability to reason, to exercise art, and to use languaga.e

All men and reoes have s primel equality, but olimate and

1., The warner libra Vol. 12, p. 7872,
». Terder Fonann Vor Gottfried, Ldeas of the Philosophy

of the listory of Humanity, Trenslated by T. Churchill,
pp. 71=-82,
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geogrephy develop lnequality by modifylag human organs., Nature,
that is8, the natural environment, mede some reocas well formed,
From

the region of well formed people we have derived our

roligion, our srts, ow soiences; tie whole frame o

our oultivation and humanity, be 1t much or little,
Cenetic abpllity modified by environment is the prooess by whioch
terder belleved civilization wes oreated, Of the two foroes,
the genetic is the "mother of all forms upon esrth” with climate
seting as auxilisry or as antagonist.g

Trom here on erder's book inoreesingly oelled attention
to the influence of tradition and eustom on eivilization, The
common senecc wisdom of tic humen specieg, for instanoce, is salad
to be & "son of tradition and oustom, " Happiness, slso, 18
"the offspring of practioce, tradition, and custom,."4 Conocern-
ing man's attitude towerd oclviligetion llerder said that men is
raeady to imsgline he produces everything from himself; but in
reality

he i8 nevertheless dependent on others for the devel-

opment of his faculties..........the wiole structure

of his humanity is oonnected by a spiritual birth with

educetion, with his parents, teechers, friends; with

all ociroumstances of his life, and asonsequently with

his oountrymen ané their forefathers; afif lastly with

the whole ohain of the humen species,...”
¥an does not live nlone, Ye is & oomplex, and his actions grow
out of his complexity, Ilerder’s principle of history takea

oognizence of this, Herder stated it thus:

Ibid., p. 145.
I518.. p. 177.

ibld., p. Beg,
Toid., p. 218.
Told., pp. B26-227,
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Thet everywhere on our esrth whatever could be hes

been, acoording to the situation end wants of the

nlage, the oiroumstences and ooccesions of the times,

and the native or genersted oharaoter of the people,

An event in hlistory is seen to depend unon pri-{tive racial
traits, upon the meterisl environment, and upon the oharascter
of social institutions. Following hie statement of the prine-
ciple, Herder applied it to various netions in &an effort to
show its truth, 1In his discussion of the Greeks sand their art
end poetry hc came directly to the problem of socisl influences,
The Greeks, he saild, gained their poetry, their myths, their
language from

the genius of nutwe, tiheir country, their way of

life, the period in which tgey lived, and the char-

acter of thelr progenitors.

Homer was conceived to have been a child of nature, The Greoclan
ganes, politicel institutions, religlon, «nd climste are ell
thought to have promoted CGrecien art, Hules could not have done
it; ratuer 1t wag the produot of e¢ircumstences, we now ocan not
ever succeed in imitating the Greek s»irit, for the genius of
those times 1s gone by,

Herder carried this philosophy into all his writing about
literature, He fougrht ageinst all imitation as sueh, Iitera-
ture, 1if it were truly significant, sprang from 2 race true to
genetics, to history, to neational treditions, and to institutions.

erder esocused the French clessiocistes ol perfominge mere exer-

cises. Ile pralsed Shakespeare for being true to “nglish history

14., p. 348,
id., p. 359,
Toid.. op. 360-369.
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and unglish ldeals, ‘eople who prefer pnot to imitate, he said,
would

invant, as far as possible, & drams scoording to

their own history, to the spirit of the times, to

the oustoms, opinions, language, nationsl pre-

Judices, traditione sand hobbles,...

erder's philosophy of literary coriticiesm ceme to be known
a8 ihe "hisgtorical method.” To underetsnd the litersry srt of
g time the ¢ritie must include with his equipment en understande
ing of tne race, the plaoe, and the soclel institutions that
produced the art, Herder, although not the originator, gave
historicael criticism its completest definition and its first

wide populerity,

ademe de Steel (1766-1817)

Pollowing Herder and of great importance is adame de stael,
Like lerder, she was influenced by roussesu, for cshe saw In the
primitive source of the race one of the determining factors of
intellectual history., ILike Herder, she wus a nationalist; and
she looked, in part, a8 he 41d, to primitive racisl origins to
explain differences in national literatures, ©6She saild

eeesthe variety of tastea,....derive not only from

aoo%dental csuses, but also from tge primary sources

of the imagination and of thought,
This being 0, one zhould judge a nation's teste or a hasis of
the recisl, historicel, and institutionsl environment that proe-

duced 1t,3

lfadame de Stael's important contribution to the theory of

1, HRerder, J, G., "Essay on Shakespeere”, Fiascher, A, D,
¢ dlsegertation end traenslation, p, aa.T

2, HMedeme de Stael, D' Allemagne, Oeyvres, Tome 3,
p. 128, Inveétigator 8 translation,

3. Ibid., p. 329,
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a relationshin between socisl institutions and literature is

the book De la ;tgéfature oogslgéfég dans ses rapports aveo
les institutions socianles, 1800, This is e thorough analysis

of the effeot she believed soclal institutions have on litera-
ture and the effaect literature has on sooiel institutions, OShe
sald thet the two interact., In her preliminery discussion she
wrote

I propose to exemine the nsture of the influence

of religion, customs, end laws on literature, and

the nature of the inrlugnoe of literature on reli-

gion, ocustoms and laws,
It seemed to Madame de Stael that the writere of her day had
not "sufficlently enalyzed” the palitiocel end moral causes that
modified literature, eand how the humen feculties hed graduslly
been developed in their turn by all types of literature since
the deys of Homer,2 Mademe de Stael had observed, as hes been
nointed out, differences in netional tastes in literature,
Jart of her explanation of the differences lies in her theory
of racial beginnings; but sn additional cause lies in her con-
cept of institutional reletionships with litereture, She thought

herself able to show

thut political and religious institutions had the
greatest part in these oonstant diversities.d

Her attempt in De ls litWratyre was to develop this idea, Her
problem was to snow the chsraoter that such and such form of
government gave to cioquence, the moral ideas that such and
suoch religious bveliefs develeped in the human spirt, and the

mode of oivilization that had the best effects on literature.%

Madame de Stael, De la littérature,Oeuvres, Tome II, p, 149,
Loo. oit,
Log, oit,

L ) pi 163' Cr.
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Her problem algo wae $0 show the obverse of this: the effeoct
of literature on socizl institutions,

Mademe de itael was 8 relativist, ©She had no dogmetio
standerds to be vopplied to every nation alike, Che believed
that literature was national end that the differenocee between
tastes sprang from reclal beginnings, from the evente thet modi-
fied the rece, and from the existing soclal Iinsgtitutions, ller

emphasis was on the soolel institutions.

Prosper de Derante (1782-1866)

A book that is comparatively unknown, but which deserves
recognition for its subjeot matter no less then for its method,

is Prosper de Barante's A Tableau of Frenoh Literature in 18th

Century, 1808, This work does for & partioular period of French
literature what de Stael attempted for the whole of vorld lite-
erature, It gives what Rarante considered a thorough reflection
of 18th oentury Frenoh society in French literature of the same
neriod, There were persons, Barente said, who oonsidered the
French Revolution to be the product of literary attacks, but
such was not so; literature having only conformed to the state
of sooiety.l

The impartial observer of tie Revolution would oconeider
literature neither an enterprise of conspiraoy to overturn a
government nor 8 noble effort to benefit humenity., He would

consider it only as tho expression of society. le

1, DBarante, ’rosper de A,Tab%gag f Frenoh lLiterast

D. 1x: Translated from the 4th edition De :é igttérature
francaise pendant le dix-huitidme siecls. anslator
not given,
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would see, that letters, instead of regulsting,...

the thoughts and sotions of e people, were very often

the result, and immediately oonsequent upon them;,..,

ceesesq i@ would see how publioc opinions formed them-

gelvaes, hor writers adopted and developed them, and

how the direction in whioch writers travelled was merk-

ed out to them by the age, It wams e ourrent whioch

they navigated,l

Speaking of partioulasr writers, Barante's whole effort was
to relate them to the "aurrents™ of particular societies, Vole
taire was sald to be greatly the product of his ciroumstances,®
And Montesquieu was sald to present to the same remarkable degree
the treces of the timee in whioh he J.Hred.:5

Barente's book is & small one, but it reads sz though 1t
vere currently written, His position as a historian and ass a
member of French governmental ciroles gave him faots of resl
validity, Nis method ocoupled with his learning gave his book
dignity.

Vigtor Cousin (1792-1867)

During the yesrs 1828-1829 Victor Cousin gave a oourse of
lectures in Paris published under the title The Course of the
distory of Xodern rhilosophy. DBecause he approved of Vioco,
Bontesquieu, and Herder, it 1s safe to say thet he was under
their influence, He ocredited Vico witi. being the first to say
that ilomer was & product of his times.? e approved warmly of
Herder's effoart to show that all the environmental factors,

natural and soociologioal, are interrelested, mutuaslly affeoting

l, Ibia., ». .

a- 1 [ ] p.

3. «s P

3. Tousis,’V., The Course of the Mistory of Modsrn Philos-

ophy, p. 220,
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each other.l For himself, he added the belief that a netion
is oalled to represent an idea, The 1dea would unfold in:
industry, the state, art, religion, and phllosonhy., The hias-
torian would follow the progress of this idea in eaoh of five
elements: the useful, the just, the beautiful, the holy, and
the true-«that is, in the sociel institutions: 1industry, the
state, art, religion, and philosophy. But, asnd herein lies
the statement of institutional interrelationships,

it 1s not suffiolent for the philosophy of history

to examine these five elements onc after the other,

it 18 necessery that 1t should ocompare them with sach

in order to seize their relations, for these relations

are far fronm being 1naign1ricant.é

Cousin was one of the popular and influentiel philosophers
of his tie, und he did a great desl to spread the idea of
environmental intlu@noe upon human thought and ection, This
idea was not new with him; snd se far 83 he dealt with lite-
erature, hne wag genereal, It wag tainte~ileuve and Taine who in

7rance erected a8 complete oritical theory upon the general his=-

toriosl prino;ple of environmental necessity.

Augustin Sainte~Beuve (1804-1869)
Sainte-Beuve did not write much concerning his coritiosal

theories, but they are implioit in nearly all of his criticel
output, For sheer srtistry, volume, and asumen Sainte-Beuve
has few equals, lis famous Lundis were written week after week -
for years, His methnod was "soléntirio." It is sald of him

that he

1, Ibid,, p. 222,
2, Ibid., p. 178,
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prepéred the chosen people of literature (with Taine

for their Joshua) the Canean of oritical naturaliem.
In "A Critie's Acocount of his own Criticel Method”, written in
1862, Seinte-Beuve wrote

Por me, litersture--literary production--is not dis-

tinot, or at lesst not separable, from the rest of

the men and from its environment,2
That remark oonteins the lheart of the "solentifio” method, A
oheck over any of the essays in the famous Luyndis, indiostes,
however, that Cainte-Beuve's polentific interest wes in the
psychology of & writer more than in the reletion of the writer
to socisl institutions, This 1s not to mesn he comnletely
slighted the soclial environment, He said in his essay on Taine,
1864, that whatever & man desires to do, to think, or to write
depends in a more or lesas intimete manner on his resoce snd the
natural ettributes he draws from rece, and

not less does it depend on the kind of soolety end

civilization in whioch he was edusated end also the

time, snd inoidental ciroumstances and events which'

coour daily in the coursec of 1life,3
In order to know a man, Gainte-Beuve said, one rmust approach
him from many sidee. The men's relationship to scoial insti-
tutions is one of these, %What did he tnhink ebout religion?
How was he affeoted by the spectaeocle of nature? 'as he rich?
These questiones answered indiocate in part the men's relation-

ship wit: the natural snd sociel environment.4 To get at a

writer nowedays we exumine asg far as possible

Yelle, Benjamin, Warner Library, p. 12661,

Ibid,, p. 12663,

jainte-Beuve, A,, Eggﬁx%, translated by i, Lee, p. 229,
Sainte-Beuve, A,, "A Critic's Agcount of his Own Method"”,

%arner library, p. 12665,
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the 1ndlzidual in his education, oulture, life and
origins,
and 1f the attempt is complete, we round out a ploture of the
sources of the psyohology that was the suthor,
In this much, then, it can be said that Seinte-lleuve's
critical theory included the relationship of a writer to the

sociael institutions, The writer cennot be senarated from them,

Hippolyte idolphe Taine (1828-1893)
It is sald ol Hippolyte Adolphe Talne that he clalmed only

to heve coordinsted swnd systematized the scientifio method

latent 1n Sainte-Beuve,® 4 comparison of Taine with Cousin,
however, will reveal that the latter probably had considerable
influenoe, Cousin end Taine nave decided similaritioes,® There
seems little doubt, however, that Taine's ability to generalize,
as exemplified in his History of inglish literature, 1863, oceused
more ocommotion in the literary world than did either lousin or

cainte-leuve, The ilistory of EZnglish Literature, eapecially the

"Introduotion', is now generslly thought to be one-sided and too
rigidly oclinging to a narrow principle, but it wae end still is
influential,

Taine wasg @ scientific positivist, believing that the basis
of knowledge was soientifio faot gained from the minute analysis
of phenomena, Cenuine history, he believed,

i8 brought into existenoe only when the historian

begins to unravel,,.,the living men, toiling, im-
passioned, entrenched in his oustoms, with his voice

l, Seinte-Dsuve, A, Nogvgg¥§ ég¥d%g IX, 71, From Mage
Clintoak, 5 1né =gy T oé Tﬁeo;x and Practioe
after 16849, p, 31 nvestigator's translation,

2, Babbitt, Irving, Masters Frengh Critioism, p. 218,
3. See Cousin's iiist » P. 168,
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and features, hls gestures and his dress, distinet

and complete as he from whom we have just parted in

the street,

Taine found three prival mainsorings of human aotion:
race, surroundings, and epooh, Haece is for him the Bame as
it was Tor Herder., Upoeoh, as for Cousin, ie %o be explained
in terms o ¢ measter ides, Hurroundings include the natural
and the sociological., !an, Talne said,

is not slone in the world; nature surrounds him

and his fellow men surround him; sccidental and

secondary tendencies come to pleoce themselves on

his primitive tendenoies, and physicel or soclial

ciroumstences disturd or eonfirm the charaster

oommi tted to their charge.?

Agaln, ooncerning sooial interrelationships, Taline seid that
there was 8 law of mutusl dependence:

A oivilization forms & body, and its parts ere con-

nected with eaoh other like the parts of an organic

body <
tthen there ie & change in one of the organs of an animal, all
the organe oompensate; und

even so in a oclvilization, religion, philosophy,

the organization of the femily, literature, the

arts, make up a system in wh&ch every loosl change

induoes a general change...,

In such remarks as these Taine revealed his philosophy of lite
erary oritioiem, -

with his philosophy stated, Taine is ready to apply it to
litersture, He seleoted knglish literature, and the question

propounded by his method is this:

. Teine, 11, A,, History of inglish literature, translated
by N, Van laun, p, 2.

. %QLQ., p. 14,
M bid-" p. 22‘
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Given & literstwre,,......what wes the moral cone

dition whioh produced 1t? What the conditione of

ragce, epoci, ciroumstance, the most ritted to pro-

duce this moral condition?l
It is tuis question thet Taine tried to answer in his History
of &dnglish ILiterature, The historioal significance of Taine
is his method ol acoounting for litereture by sccounting for
the aulaor as genes modified by environment snd epoch, Taine,
after ilackwell, lerder, de ijtael, snd seinte-~3euve, ocnlled
new attention to the thesis thst men is e social being and that

man's art iz related to social institutions,

{uno Francke (1865-1930)

In Kuno Francke we ocome to another of the ilmportent 18th
century names in soglological literary oritioism., Kuno Franoke

waes ‘rofessor of German Culture in Harveard University. Jiis

important book is A History of GCermen lLiterature sg Determined
by soolal Forces, 1886. The book followed the example set by
nrevious soociologmical oritios, Though wider in soope, it seems
similar to Barente's 4 Tableau of ¥Krench Literature in the 18th

Century.
¥rancke's purpose and method are clearly steted in his

"Ppeface.,” He wished to teke the point of view of the student
of civilizetion rather than the point of view of the linguistio
soholer or of the literary oritio, !e wae interested in sube
stanse instead of form. He saw ln literature primarily the
working of "populsr forces™, and he considered it "ohiefly es

an expression of national eulture."2 The relstion with HYerder

1, Ibid., p. 24.
2, Yrenoke, xuno, A lHlstory of German Literature as De-

L d

tormined by Soolal Forees, P. V.
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is obvious,

fthere were, o Franoke thought, enougi books dealing with
the history of German literature from the lingulsetic or the
literary point of view, “There needed to be one

which shculd point out the mutual relaetion of aoction

and reasction betweon these [intellectual movements]

and the soclal snd nolitioal condition of the masases

from which they sprang or which they affected.l
The forces, or conditions, ¥ranocke generzlized under the terms
"social,"” "religious,"” and "moral.” He stuted thet they "deter~
mined the growth of German litersture as a whole.” As & further
determining foree he added

the inoessant oconfliot of two elamentel human tend-

encies: the tendency toward personal freedom and

the tendency towsrd colleotive orgenizetion,?

Ag examples of Francke's interest in and scceptence of
this principle of coriticlism might well be quoted his warm conm~
mendation of Herder, Francke wrote, for instence,

It s in this intuitive grasp of the orgunic unity

of all menkind, of the inevitable interdependence

of the individuel, the natlon, and the race whioh

has made ilerder the father of the modern evolution-

ary view of history.
sgain he wrote,

e for the first time olearly und systemeticslly

considered all literature as the expression of

living forces, as ti.e reflex of the whole of the

nationel civilization, 4

In such & manuner Xuno Franoke planned znd wrote his his-

tory of Germen litersture, The fact thst he wrote the book while

1. 1Ibid., n. v,

20 ibi ep p. Vi.
3. Ib;%., p. 319,
‘. b g.. Do 3260
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in Amerioca glves him additional impnortence in thet he influe-
enced Allen Rogers ilenham, whose work probably had influence

on arrington,

Georg randes (1842-1927)

A standard work whioh eseems to have exerted influence upon
parringtonl is Ceorg Srandes' six volume study entitled Maln

Currents 1in Nineteenth Century Literature, 1872-82, The title

of Parrington's book is obvlously a copy of Frandes'., There is,
2lso, considerable similarity of purpose and method in the two
works, Tiach pronrosed to trace the mein ocurrents of thought in
certein eras snd plaeces., Irandes, however, made no effort to
keep aesthetio critioism out of his dl scussaion, altnough his
main interest was on the psychology of & writer, T"randes lo-
cated the germinal eources of the nineteenth gentury trends of
thought in & reaotion, fostered by politicel upheavals, against
the formelism of eighteenth century French thought. Basically
“randes studied literature in the light of soclal phonomena,

e tried to see the social phenomene as an individual psychole
ogy refleoted them,

There are sniritual qualities in s writer belonging to him
even though he des represent an sge and an idea, Hrandes wrote
that

Literary history is, in its profoundest signifie-

oanoeé psyshology, the study, the history of the
soul,

1. Gudrard, a,, Lit%at%c and Soolety, Appendix, p. 412,
. ~aln

2, DBrandes, Gaeorg, urrents in 1l9th Century litera-
tyre, ». Xx.
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It is true that this 1s scientifioc oriticism, but 1t includes
more than the materialistioc oritic will allow. DBrandes meant
by this statement of the soul thet more than materialistio
ocausae serve to explain ean idea, or to explain the book that
embodies an idea. 1In faot, he ellows three types of explans-
tion: the aesthetioy the environmental, which is both physiesl
and sooiel; and the psycology of the suthor., The following
quotetion shows SBrendes' conoept:

Regarded from the merely sesthetlio point of view

as o work of art, a book ls a self-contained, self-

existent whole..,But looked at from the historiocal

point of view, a book,..ls only a pleoe out out of

an endlessly oontinuous web, Aestheticelly consider=

ed, its idea,,, .may satisfactorily explain 1t, withe-

out cognisenoe taken of its suthor or its environe-

ment 88 an orgenism; but historicully oonslidered, 1t

implies, es the effeot implies the omsuse, the lntel~

lectusl i1dlosynorasy of its author, which asserts

itself in 81l his productions.

Noticeeble in Breandes' oritical work, as in the quotation
Just given, L& the fact that he considered both aesthetics and
environment inedequate to explein a book. e sald "merely aes-
thetics." He seid thet the idiosynorasoy of the writer will
"aggert itself,"” This seems to cheracterize his tendency. le
did the type of oriticism that Sainte~Beuve did with complete

mastery.

Bliss Perry (1860« )
In 1812, Bliss Perry, Ameriocan critie, published & small

book called The Amerioan Mind, the contents of which are re-

1. Ibid., pp. x-xi,
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lated to the stream of soclologioal oritiocliem s it descends
from Taine, Indeed, the first paragraph discussed Taine and
eonocluded in these words:

Latitude und longltude, s0il and reinfall and

food esup»ply, racisl origins and crossings, poli-

tioal &nd sooisl asnd economioc conditions, must

assuredly leave their marks upon the mentsl and

artistio produotiveness of s peoplf and upon the

personality of individual writers,

One is not to conoclude from this, though, that Perry went as
far and 8s dogmatiocally as di¢ Taine. Blood will tell, @ rasce
or a nation will impose its mark; but there are limitations to
these things, They do not tell the whole story of csuse and
effect; for there are men, such as eats and Poe, who are out-
side history and race,

Perry disoussed these blind pleces and danger spots in
the philosophy of sooiologloal oriticism and then stated its
positive espects, in words thet olearly antedate Perrington.

A history of Amerioan literature must include

the sooial and eoonomic and geographicel background

of American life.....; the pession of old politiocal

battles; the yearning after apiritual truth and social

read justment; the baffled quest of beauty. Cuch a
history must be brosd enough for the Federalist and

for Webster's oratory.....It must picture the _daily

existence of our citizens from the beginning,

Perry's second chapter, "The American ¥ind"” is an attempt
to state the traits of cheraoter that are typioally Ameriosn

end thut ss such ourht to exist in typloally American litera-

l, Perry, B,, Amerioan Mind, p, 4.
2. Ibild., p. 42,
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ture, Iils last clepter, "Individualism and Fellowship,” is
"hitmanesque in 1ts thesis., The individusl perasonality in its
highest develoopment is & copy of nationel cherscter, There is
no longer room in iAmerice for the old individualism, either in
literature or in the generel sotivities of society.l In the
place of this 0ld type of individualism there will be a body of
individuels united by spiritual demoorsoy. American literature
es 8 result will be, as it has in part been, a citizen litera-
ture,

Aside from & fow masterpieces of lyric poetry and

aside from the short story es representod by such

isolated artists as Poe eand Huwthorng, our litera~

ture as a whole has this oivic note,
As Perry saw it, the American mind and oconscience were beconme-
ing socialized; and as a consequance

The needs of t:e worker, his problems, his hopes,

his untold longings, his saorifices, his triumphs,

8ll of these sre the field of the art of the

future,d
The artist le to submerge his individuslism in nationsl brother-
hood. Then literature and art will funotion es instinctive exe
pressions of ¢ national oivilization:

¥ith fellowsiip based upon individualism, and with

individualiasm ever leading to fellowship, Amerioa

will perfom its vital tasks, and its literature

will be the unconscious and beautiful utterance of

its inner life.%

Perry held thet an American ert must be mnaede of Ameriosn

meterials by artists who hed become imbued with the spirit of

Ibid., p. 289.
LN ) p‘ gaon
.s D. 239,
.o P. 249,

& O oM

. . e [
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Americen demoorascy., !le was not a strioct determinist, The will

oould operate in a cholce of materisls,

Sunmery

The discussion of the leadings exponents of the sociologloel
in literary criticism is not comnlete; the remsining oritics,
however, are so muoh more interested in economic foroces, said
to be the foundation of all sooial institutions, thst it is not
pracoticable to demand 8 repsration of the two theses any longer,
The persons slreedy disoussed ignored or Gid not think of eco-
nomios in ternms of art oriticism, They seem to have conceived
of tre artist s heving been a racial representative drawing
upon his naturel and sociologlical environment for hls genius
end his meterials, 3lackwell and Perry slone had something to
say about eceonomics, iarante and Franoke noticed that litera-
ture has o tendency to teke sides in soolal oonflict, vhere
necessary, the men treated thus far will be oalled upon agsing
but for the most part they vill not need additionsl development,

Their places in sociological oritioism have been shown,

The Determinantion of Ideologles by Zconomio Foroes

‘The seoond oronosition in rarrington's oritiecal philosophy
to be exsmined historicelly states thnat 1deologies are the exe
pressgion of sooisl institutions, which are determined by economic
forees, 5t%till being considered 1s the theory that literature
is related to social institutions, The additional thesis 1s that
soclal institutions have en economic besis which shapes them,

determines their ideologles, and provides literature with con-



34

tent, It is the oritic's funotion now not only to show that
litersture affects and is effeoted by soeial institutions, but
to ¢o deeper and to shor that the whole complex 1s a phenomenon
causaed by economic forces, It is the purpose of this section
of the dissertation to glve a general historical background of
this economio theory and to deal speoifically with the men who
had a direct influence on Professor Parrington, !Ho attempt
will be made to exhaust the list of materieslist philosophers

and of economists who wrote on the subjeot,

yome Genercl Background

The searoh for the relationshin of economios to ideologies
finds s good beginning in the disocovery that climate hes an
influenoce on soecisl institutions. If literature is the mouthe-
plece of soocial insgtitutions, aond if t.ey arc determined by
economio foroes, as y¥arx believed, for instesnce, tlhien the eco~
nomic influence of elirate and geography is an obvious starting
point, for 1t wes ecarly revealed thet climute and geography are
economic fectors,

It is gencrally convenient to call first attention to
Iliopocrates und his famous Treatise, It scems, however, that
he wes more ooncerned with the influence of olivate on men's
spirit than on their wealth, After Hippooretes, Yontesquieu
receives next sttention, his connection with Bodin ang ©Chardin
being pointed out, liontesquieu's Isprit des lois: du revport
que les lois doivent evoir aveo la gonstitution de chague

gouvernment, les moeurs, le olima%, ls religion, eto., 1748,

does contribtute to t'e develonment of the economio prineiple.




But tnere is ean earlier, little known work which prececded
siontesquieu by twelve years: Thomee Bleokwell's An Inguiry
into the Life and ¥ritings of lomer, 1736, Important enough
in this book t& tie sttentlon given olimate and liomer, but
more important here is a parsgranh concerned with the direot
influence of wealth: on llterary content, Such a stetemont as
this by Ulaokwell will not be found again until comparatively
modern tines:

But let us be lngenuous, My lord, snd confess, thet

while the moderns admire nothing but pomp, and ean

think nothing grest or besutiful, but what is the

produet of wealth, they exclude themselves from the

pleasantest snd most natural images thot adorned the

0ld soetry. 3Jtate and form disgulce men; wealth and

luxury disguise neture, Their effects in writing are

engwerable: & lord-iayor's show, or grand »srocession

of any kind, is not very delicious reading, if des~

c¢ribed minutely, and st length; snd greatl ceremony is

at least oquaily tiresome in 8 poem, 88 in ordinery

conversetion,
There is more thon inferenoce here, This 1s an expliclt state-
ment that the economice of &n age, oreeping into the minds of
people, helps determine what will go into the lltersture those
peonle will read, In the society Blaokwell complains about 1t
18 no longer nogsiole for literary artists to use the type of
gontent ihat the Creeks could,., ¥nglish socicl life, centefed
on wealth, bored readers,

llow one glance at i‘ontesquieu to put hirm in hls ohrono-
logiocal position, lils principle, elaborated in 1748, said
that from tue different human wente attributable to differences

in climates have erisen Aifferent ways of living, whiokh have

1. Blaokwell, T,, An Inquiry, ete., p. 26,
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resulted in different systems of laws and governments, The
lawe of s people, he said,

have a very great connecltion with the fasghion by

whioh divers peoples procure thelr subsistance, 4

veople sttached to commeroe snd to the ses need @

more extensive cotde of laws than & people content to

oultivate their lands,l
vontesquieu did not apply his theory to literature, e pointed
that some soolal institutions heve an eoconormio conneotion with
climate,

In the tradition cf ifontesquieu ls !lenry Thomans Duckle,

whose lIntroduction to the History of Civilization, Volunme I,

1857, and Volume I, 1881, is an attempt to oreate ¢ philosophy
of history on a synthesis of statistloeslly ascerisineble facts,
411 the events that hap,.en to the humen rece, ascoording to
Buokle, are the frult of a double setion:

An aoetlon of externsl phenomena upon mind, =and
another action of the mind upon phenomena.2

Huekle's theory of the influence of olimate and geography upon
history and social institutions has two parts, Pirst, climate,
food, and the fertility of soil form a combination of economio
forces that determine *he original foundation of wealth, Second,
such aspeote of nasture as storms, mounteins, deserts, and costal
plains influence the asccumulation of thought.3 The combination
of thesgse two kinds of effeots of nature forms the originel pres-
sure thst nroduces sociel inectitutions: religion, literature,

government, eto, ¥hen Buokle came to speak particularly of

1, Mdontesquieu, C,, Lsprit des lols, p, 360,

2, Buokle, H, T,, Intr%dgggign o tihe History of
Civilizstion, 1, RO,

3. 1bid., pp. 118-119.
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literature, he made a remark thet might properly belong with
the previous seotlon exoept thet he 18 conoerned with ecomonios,
Note thet he nearly phrases Lne oongept that literature is the
mouthe~plece of socigl lnstitutions:

Literature Leverybning written~--an application of

letters to the record of feots or opinionsl}, when

it is 1lnu & heslthy snd unforeed state, is sinply

the form in vhiieh the knowledge of a country is

registered; the mould in vhleh it iz cust,l

This ocompletes for iuckle the logioal counection of litera-
ture with economic fTorces, aslthicugh it must ho atatzd that he
keeps human euirit, concelved to be natural in itself, c¢listinet
from economic forees., iilterature is a refleotion of civiliza=~
tion, Clvilization i1e determinsd by wealth and by humen ime
agination, “ealth and iaginetion spring from two effects of
nature upon man, the econonic effect and the spiritual effect,

There is one more nune tw sd7 to this general background:

John William Yraper, sn smericasp seholar, The book under con-

siderstion {8 The History of the Intellectusl Development of
“urope, 185&, ‘lUraper accounted Tfor ethnological differences
between races on s besis of climete nand geogranhy. He spoke
of Greek mytholopy® as a reflection of the period that saw its

oreation.,3 The disoussion vms not of economic forocs, however;

1. Ibid., p. 266,

2, Ybviad., p. 42,

3. A book that should not be oompletelz igngrfg :y this
study is The ilelations of Caogrsphy and listory by
the %eversﬁﬁ i, &, Eeorge. t presents no especially
new materiasle; yet its original date, 1901, and its
subjeot warrant mention, "History,” seid ¥r, George,
*ig not intelligible without geography." The book
does exuotly what thc title indicates, and only the
dullnees of repeiition keeps the book from elaboration
in these pages,
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snd not untlil he spoke of tie influence of the printing press
did he reeoh economlios in conneotion with litersture, To quote:

.++% print a book not only implies literary capscity,
but all the connections of business and trade, and
hence wor-e ore more likely to be iscued in pleces
where there i: & meroantile sotivity,,.l

Thiec is an esrly hint of an ides thet will be clearly developed
by Professor Denham elghty years later; and it, though fragment-
ary, does hoave historicul significance: printed literature is
at least partly determined by economic forces,

¥hen he oame to speak of drama, Uraper made & distinotly
economic allusion, very much llke that made by Blasokwell in

1736:

vesessscess8ince the art of resding wss by no menns
general ly oultivated in the seventeenth century, the
most reedy method of literary ocommunication was through
theatriosl repreasentation, It was for that reason thet
play-writing was the best means of literary remuneration,
1f we except the profit derived from the prectioce which,
to some extent, swvives, though its disgraceful motive
has ceasged, of dedicsting books to rich men for the sske
of the fee they would give., It 1s said that books have
actually been printed in considerotion of the profits of
the dedication, ispecially In the oomposition of plays
wasg it judged expedient to minister to the depraved pube
lio teste by indecent expressions, or sllusions broad
and s8ly, The plsywright wag at tie merey of an audienoe
who were critlesl on thet point,..?

iiraper's ahief interest while discussing literature wvas to
show that it follovws a development similar to that followed by
nations, Hut it is oclear that he suspected & relstionship be~-
tween the art of writing and sconomic foroes,

From here on the problem of traoing the historiocel bhacke

1. uvrsper, J, W,, ilistory of the Intellectusl Development
of Zurope, Vol., II, p. 199,
2, Ibid., ». 245, '
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ground of the theory of economic determinism of literature be-
comes more specific, The ocorments made have been spesmodic

and without olear conneotion, '[he line of develovment does

have 8 plain path, however; and it begd8n even helfore Monteg-
quieu. It hes been slown how litersture hss been thought %o

be & goolsl institution with definite relationships with other
inctitutions. Ilow the emphesis will be on the thesis thet 1ite
erature is the mouthpiece of soolal institutions, & orystalliza-
tion of their ideologies, and that the Foundation of the whole
is coonomie,l The hiztory of this thesis begine with the dis~

cuseion of povernment snd its econonmic sources,

Jameg Harrington {(1611-1677)

James Harrington, author of The Corrnonwealil of Qceana,

1656, was first to write the ocomplete theory that wealth in
the shape of land ownership is the determining factor in the
control of government, and In the type of government,

Sueh ae is tlie proportion or ballence of dominion

or property in iend, suen is the nature of the Tm-
2ire, 1f one man be sole landlord,,...his “mpire

1. The phrase "economlc forces™ is general. Sueh & foroe
is any objeot thet directly or indirectly influences
the relationship between men's neede and the maeterial
satisfaotion of those needs, USystems of production
and distrioution (¥arx), lend (Harrington), natural
resources, oanks and bank oredits are illustrations
of economio foroces, It is the influence that these
forces have on ldeologles thet forms the genersl baoke
ground of tlilas dissertation. Thoge who use economie
determinism 1n an absolute sense must argue that all

of man's relations vith his environment are primarily
economic,
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is Absolute Konarshy....If the whole pfople be Land-

lords....the “mpire is s Commonwealth,
Again Harrington wrote:

If the people hold three parts in four of the ter-

ritory, 1t is plain there osn neither be any single

person nor nobllity eble to dispute tie government

with them; 1in this oase, therefore, except foroe be

intorposed, they govern themselves,? - =

James llarrington ls important to rrofessor Parrington, bee
causge the latter interpreted the foundation of American govern-
ment, and tnus in pert the foundation of imericen litersture,
as being determined by oconditions of land ownership, with the
frontier as the natural focus because it was the grestest eoco=~
nomic clement in Americsn history to date, I1f Professor iar-
rington is correct, James !arrington has been enormouely influe-
ential in shaping the rolitical theorles developed in America,
The history of that influence extends, to use the summary of
the ftallian economist Achilles loris, through the following
names and groups of people: Harrinston, ULavenant, lslrymple,
Zir Jomes Ctewart, lerzberg, John adams, the Physloorats, Adam
Smith, Arthur Young, Burke, Fox, Centz, Haller, laniel ¥ebster,
?roudhon, Marx, Hngels, lLassalle, lcheel, De HMolinari, De Greef,
and Grumplowiocz., The list, of course, should include loris
himself,®

The persons of this list who seem to have nhad sn important

and assignable contaot with rYarrington are these: Hsrrington,

John idams, webster, Marx and Ingels, and loria; with the addl-

1. Harrington, J., Ogeana, p. 4. ™h v I
2., <Juoted in Kain Currents in Ameriocan ogeht, ol, I, p. 26,
3. ﬁoria, A,, YZconomio oggﬁ?%fggs oz Soclety, pp. 333-337.
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tion of some lesser names: Celigmen, Ogburn, Smith, Turner,
end lLeard of Amerioca; and James K, Thorold Rogers of ¥nglsnd,

'hey are all politicel end economio philosophers,

John sdems (1735-18826)

Harrington's influence seems to heve reached Professor
2arrington in part through John Adams., In discussing John
Adame, Parrington wrote 1t was the formert's bellef that

ocontrol of property means control
sovereignty inheres in economics,t

of men, for

Thias is llarrington's thesis in Joeana., For himself .dams wrote
that wealth has a "naturel and inevitable influence in society."3
The type of government and the type of aotivity permitted the
government is a resultant of opposing types of property holders:

land holder groups versus mercdantile and industrial groupsa,

such i1t was In the teglnning, is_now, and I fear,
ever will be, world without end,

Again Adam ststed his convietion

Thet property has been, is8, and everlastingly will
.be, 8 natural, and unavoidable cause of aristooracy.4

aristooraoy he defined us any group able to control nore votes
-=ne was speaking of eristooracy in “democratic™ societies--or
to gain nore votes than its own.® The dlrect meaning of this
is that property controls the electorate of a democracy and
thus deternines povernmental form and asotivity,

A matiler considerably oloser tc the theslis of economic

ferrington, V. L,, Main Currents, Vol., I, p. 313.
Adams . John, Horks, VoI. tV- pr 504,

Ibid.. p. 507,
d., p. Bl2,
TS;d., p. 451,

adloM
e ® s o o
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determinism in literary oontent is Adams' bellef regarding

the "pressg” anéd wealth, !'e pgrented that the press is s power-
ful "governor,"l but re ndled emphatioally that the press 1is
governed by property:

It is certain that property is aristooracy, and
thet propoerty controls tihe press,?

Although Adems wae urguing that wealth promotes knowledge, the
inference 1s thaet weslth also can define knowledge by deter-
mining whet is to be printed,

Adams was u doughty rebeil whose political philosophy was
frankly based on larrington's tiesis that leand ownersiip de-

termined control of government,

Janiel vebster (1782-1852)

laniel UYebster 1s another of the importsnt Ameriocans whose
nolitical philosophy contains elements of Harrington's, I'ro=-
fessor Parrington culis webster a disoiple of Harrington, "ac-
centing the dootrine ol economic determinism as it had been
elaborated in the Qcesna,"S Uebster scoounted for the rise
of republicenism in New England on the basis of populsr owner-
shin of land, e ssid that the situation of the colonists
demanded that land be parceled snd that this "necessary act
fixed the future freme and form of their government."4 The
administrative details of tie government in their turn msde
land easler of tranefer, This fect reaoted to meke pnopular

ovnership even easler, Juid TWebster:

1, Ibid., p, 513,

2, 1bid., p. 514,

3. Yarrington, V., L., Maein Currents, Vol, I, p. 25,
4. vebster, L., Vorka, Vol ."%!,""'p'p""'as-se.
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The consequence of ©ll these csuses has been, a
great subdivision of the soil, and s great equality
of oconditlons; the trfe basis, most certainly, of

& populer government,

Jo show how thoroughly srofessor rarrington understood
the historiocal relstionship of Adams end Webster with the thesis
of land determinism snd to serve as a transition to Marx snd
“ngels the following quotation tasken from Parrington's "A
Chapter in ameriocan Liberslism” is appropriste:

The ourrent conception of the politiocanl state as
determined in its form and sotivities by economio
groups 1s no modern ilarxian perversion of politicel
theory; it goes baok % Aristotle, it underlay the
thinking of Herrington and loocke snd the seventeenth
century Inglish sohool, 1.t shaped the conclusions

of Madison and Hamilton &nd John Adams, it ran through
all the discussions of the Constitutional Convention,
and it rgappeared in the argumets of Vebster and
Cslhoun,

Karl Marx (1818-1883) and Frcderiok Zngels (1820-1895)

‘he person traocing Parrington's intelleotusl ancestry has
to face the problem of iMarx and Fngels' connection, The theory
of land determinism es set down by Jumes Harrington in Oceana
is closer tu rCarrington’s general philosophy than is the Marxien
concept that productive forces are the determining faactor, Yet
i1t wns certsinly Liarx snd Sngels who nost fully develoned the
idea that economics form tic foundation of ell sooial institu-
tions, Three of the Marxian tenets erc identiocel with the three
main tenets in Parrington's coriticel philosophy., These are the

three:

1. Ibid., p. 38,
2, DParrington, V, L., Main Currents, Vol. III, p, 408,
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1, YXoonomio foroes determine history.
2, Eoonomic foroes determine soolal institutions
and their ideologles.
a, utate
b, 1law
0, Politics
d. ‘hilosophy
e, Religion
f. Arte-including literature

3., Socliety is 2 turmoll of ec¢lass conflicts,

To Marx and ¥ngels t5e primary source of all socisl rela-~
tionships is the economic foundetion of 1life, The finasl ocsuse
of all socinl olenges end political revolutions is to be sought
in the economics of esoh particuler epoch, There are two ele-
ments in this economioc basis: production and exchange of gooda.l
Underneath these, providing the meterial upon which they work,
are two nstursl fucts--man himself with his wentz and needs, end
men's "geologio, oro=-hydrographie, olimatic"” environment, The
economic muinspring determining history, hovever, is not men's
desire und nead nor the besic materisls used in sstisfrotion of
them; but it is the method men employe in producing end in hane
dling the objects of satisfaction., There is no history until
this third element joins the two natural facts,

Yriting in e preface to The Communist Manifesto, lngels

sald thot
esessein every historicel epooh, the preveiling

mode of economio production and exohenge, &and the
social organization necessarily following from it,

l, Engels, F., Soocielism: Utopisn end Scientifio, p. 54.
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form the basis upon which is built up, and from
whioh alone ocen be explained, the polifioal and
intelleoctual history of thet epoch,...

Thise confirms point number one: Marx and Fngels believed that
economic foroes determine history,

Concerning the ecoonomic foundation of social institutions
snd thelr ideologles, Marx has a oomplete statement:

In thc social production which men carry on they enter
into definite relstions tiiat are indispenseble and
independent of their will; these relastions of produce
tion ocorresponé to a definite stage of development of
their material powers of produstion, The sum total
of these relations of production constitutes the ego-
nomic etructure of soolety~-the real foundation, on
which riscv legsal and politiocal superstructures and to
which ocorrespond definite forms of soclal gonscious-
ness, The mode of production in maeteriasl 1life deter-
mines the general character of the soclal, political
ond spiritusl processes of life, It is not the oon-
sciousness o men that determines their existence,
but...%helir socisl existence doetermines their con-
selousness @

In Ludwlg Feuerbagh Zngels vwrote tiat the state, the will of

the staete, and public law are determined in the last resort

by the development of the productive foroes snd relations of
exchange.® Thig is a re-statement of Xarx's general prinoiple,
In the same disoussion, he wrote

If the stste and public law are determined by eco-
nomic relations, 8o, too, of course is private law,*4

Concerning philosophy snd religion, fngels said:

3%111 higher ideologles [higher than legal systems]l,
thet 15, such sc are still further removed from the
material, economlc basie, teke the form of philos-
ophy and religion, Uere the inter-connection between

lerx, K,, Capitae]l and Other ¥ritings, p., 7, edited
by Kax Sestman,

Marx, K,, Critique of Political E%cnomx p. 11,
Engeia, ﬁ., Ludggg %3ggrbaog. P. . ’
loo., oit.
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the ideas and their materiol oondition of existence

becomeg more and more complicnted, more and more ob-

soured by intermcdiete links, Bu% the inter-aonnection
exists,

These sre complete statements of the inter-relationship
of scclel institutions end of thelr economic foundations, and
the stetoments could herdly be nmore nositlive and sweeping in
their assertions, /11 institutlons ere reloted, said larx and
ingels, 4ll ideoclogies spring fron the institutions end their
relationshipn, Teononrios 1s the foundation of institutions

and hlstorical events,

The elemeatl of olass conflict in 1vs ideologlesl forms,

sC essentially & part of Marxism--and of Parringtonts philosophy--

is 1lluetrated in the followling quotation:

At a caerteln stage of thelr development, the materisl
forces of produotion in sooiety come in conflict with
the exleting reletiona of production,,..%ith the change
of the economic foundation the entire immense super-
structure is more or less rapidly transformed, 1In
considering such transformations the distinction should
always be made between the materisl transformetion of
the econonmic conditlons of production which can be
determined with the precision of natural socience, and
the legal, politiosl, religlous, asesthetic or philo~
sophioc=~in short 1deologiocal)l forms in which men becgome
oonscious of thls confliot end fight it out,

It might be ev» ropriete now Yo glance nt a cummery of Harx
and Engels' philosophy written by H, 5, Sde:

Thelr theory is that economic phenomens deternine
all other historioal facts,,...The eoonomic founda=~
tion hoe alvayve determined all legsl and politleal
institutions, all intellectual facts asuch as those
of litersture snd ert, sll that superstruoture which
up to that time had been exclusively considered by

Ibid., p. 65,
farx, K., Critique of Politioal Noonomy, p. 1%,

- N o
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historians, The latter haed been blind to sll save
ideology. +vherecas this ideology wae merely the pro-
duct of the fundamental phenomena related to the sat-
isfaction of the escential needs of subsistence and
reproduction,

Une ad itionel point now needs to be made to explain ex-
actly how far ‘arx end ingels meant economic determinism to
be taken as the Toundution of 8ll socisl phenomena, Tn a lete
ter %o J., Bloeh, written in 189-, XZngels wrote:

Asooording to the materialist oonception of history

the determining element in history 1s ultimately

the production snd reproduction in resl life, lore
than this nelther Yarx nor I have aver ssserted,

If therefore somebody twists this 1nto the statement
thet the economic element is the only determining one,
he transfarme 1% into a meaningless, sbstraot end
sbsurd phrase, The economic situation is the basis,
but varions eclements of the superstructure~-politiosl
forme of the olass struggle and its consequences, cone
stitutions established by the victorious class after

a successful battle, eto,-=-forms of law--snd then

even the reflexes of all these actual strupgles in

the braing of the combetants: politicsl, legal, phi=-
losophical theories, religious ideas @nd their further
development into systems of dogma~-~also exercise their
influence upon the course of historical struggles and
in meny cascs preponderate in determining their form.

The oconclusion is to be reached then thet upon s foundetion of
economic forces soolcl life expands untll the verioues elements
of 1t reach & point where they themselves may be ssid to have
become forces in their own right, modifying, and even determ=
ining social forms &nd movements. It is this oonelusion that

is closest to Parrington,

Achilles Loprim (1867~ )

Professor Allen Rogers Benhar, vho appears & little later

1. ude, 1!, E,, The loonomic Interpretetion of liistory,
p. 53,

Juoted from Fox, R,, The Novel snd the “eople, p. 21.

-
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in these pages, stated in an interview with the investigator
that Aohilles lorie, an Italian eoonomist, wes one of the men
who helped him (Benhem) to resch & oriticel philosophy. It 18
therefore necessary to disouss loria's hook, The Hoonomic Foune
dations of Zogsiecty, 1898,

The book hzd first been outlined in 1885, It develops
the thesis that "the antecedents of socliety are striotly eco-
nomic in character"--this from the translsator's prsraoe.l
Loria's theory of property control of povernmcent is similar
to thet of Harrington’s: lend is the souwrce of control of the
gtate; but the theory of an econonmic foundation of 2ll sooisal
institutions 1s like that of Merx, Loris stated the lntter
element of his ﬁain prineiple thus:

Al the non-economioc faotors running through the

sooinl system would scem to be ultimately derived

from underlying economic conditions which elone

furnish an adequate explanation of thelr compli-

cated mechanisn,

Loria's logic supoorting his thesis that gociel institu-
tions are at basis aeconomic is simple. lLiodern soclety is cap=-
italistioc, Capitulism is nossible only by the suppresaion of

free lands, But

in order %o support itself, capitalistic property
must furthermore have recourse to & series of what
we mey oall gonnectiv 1%at1§utéggg, whose funotion
it is to gusrantee property ageinst all reaction on
the part of those excluded from the possession of
the soll. The most important of these so=-oalled

connective institutions are; morelity, law and
politios.d

l, Keasbey, L. M,, p. vili,
2. lorias, A., The Zeonomioc Foundetions of foelety, p. 380,
5. Ilb1§0’ p‘ 90
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jlorality, with Christian religion as ally,
is muede up of & series of reguiwtions, imposed by
the owning ¢lusses upon the labourers in odpposition
to their real cegolsm, and uHon thelr own numbers in
ovposition to thelr immediate intereste; and...it is
these regulsations which succeed in gusrenteeing the
persistence of cuultsiistic scoiety.d
"owover, i ore will be some who rebel wrainst mornl reguletions,
and the law steps in to hasndle them,., The Jaw stunds for the
Justification and sunport of ecouomic privilege:

the law is reslly derived fronm eoon%mlo conditious,
eo.bhe luv ig & mononoly of wealsh,

Aud flaslly, %o wxe Lhe lews after lts own nputtern nnd to nre-
serve the law, caplial must gontrol polities, Jur politieal
systen lg the necessury outgrowth of our canitslistic systenm,

In thig fegsion forls argued for t-e thesis of the economio
foundition aud inter-relsticnehins of soclel iustitutions, e
seems fo have been under the iInfluence of Jemes ‘wrrington and

of “arl urx, ie exeried iujluence in ti:lg couatry.

James 4, {hurold Gogers (1825-18%U)

e

~btention @mat now e given % the Luglish economist James

T. thorold Hogers, whose book, The dconomie Interpretation of

lietory, 1888, wess a fevorite of ’arrington'sd It well oould
have beeun, for its method eand ldeclugy are sinllar as far as
two books on difTerent subjects cuit be, in addition to Rogers'
direot influsenoce is the influence t'w:t ewue indirectly through
“rofeseor J, Allen imith, 2 close Triend of “srringion's end a

noliticel eaonomist who soeented all the {m:ilocations of Nogers?

2 .
3, From an interview with Benham, who knew rerrington many
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theory.

A8 the title indiostes, Hogers is trving to explain his-
tory by an apnprouvch through the economic conditions of e neriod
or of & notion, 18 metericl deals with tnglund, and it is
founded on the facts collected in his history of prlces.l There
is no need %W eclaboriste hle thesis; but beeouse the kinship with
fmith snd arriogton 2 cloge, some of Horars' chapter headings
mizht wvell be inserted lere, Tor comsrison wlih ‘orrinston:

I. The reonomice fide of "istory

I. legiglation of labor and ite #ffect

I¥,., The Loetlel “ffect of Heligrious ovements
X111, Historiscl iffect of igh and lLow Prices

VT, leissez Peire: Its Oripln and “iatory
These droblems, with annliention to a different loeality, of

course, =nd 68 will be seen in the enelysis of ‘errincton's

rork, form part of the subject matter of ‘ain Currente in Ameri-

oan Thowsht, Compare the titles wit: such es these from lPare

rington's firet volume:
8, Greenbuckism end Peter Cooner
b, Proleturisn Hopes
6, The *ew unglend Conselence and Capitelism
An additicnal point in Hogers' theory thet ghould be men-
tioned is hls sirict adherence to the "lew™ of couse and effect,
and o the »nermanence of efrect efter the oricinel csuse hag
been removed:
we are wiat we are vy virtue of causesg whipgh have had
an histvoricesl bvweglnnine..,and.,,the onalyst of history

soon digoovers thet effeats endure afteg causes heve,
to all appesrances, wholly vassed away,=

1. Rogers, J. E, T,, The RZoonomie Interpretation of History,
P. X.
2. Ibid., p. 2.
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The long train of cause and effeot as it is revealed in thought
is exaotly whet Professor Parrington tried to examiunc, or
that reason Hogers, beceuse he wag & favorite of Parrington's,

is important in this study,

Frederick Jeckson Turner (1861-1932)

In Frederiock Jaokson Turner, Professor of history at the

University of "lsconsin, Parrington seems to heve found one of
his fruitful souroces of inspiretion: e complete exposition of
the influence o the frontier on Ameriocsn ideologies end soclal
institutions, Irofessor Perrington mentioned Turner only twice
in three volumes: once to say that it was Xdwin lLawrence Codkin
wvho first stated the theory Turner used, and once to acknowledge
Turner's help in disocovering a theory of imerican social evolu~
tion, Yet 1t 1s undenisble that Turner speaks with a loud voioce

in Mein Currents in Amer ioan Thougiht. The frontier is & fairly

constant element in the Ameriocen mind as Parrington interpreted
it,

Two wvolumes contsin the best of Turner: The Rigse of the

Hev ¥West, 1906, ond The Frontier in American History, 1920,

the letter & oollection of previously published essays that be-
gan in 1893 send ended in 1918, An essay with great value is
entitled "The Signifiocance of the Frontier in Americaen [Iistory.”
It was 8 paper read at tne meeting of the Americen Historiocal
Associetion, July 12, 1893; end it hes since been widely pub-
lished, recently gaining the dignity of a position beside O,

Henry in 8 college anthology of Ameriocan literature,l

l., Foerster, N,, Ameriocan Prose and Poetry.
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Jrofessor Turner is & little vague concerning his theory
of economic forces, At times he wrote as though he considered
such foroes to be the foundastion of soolety; at otiher times he
gave tie impression thoet eoconomic forces form but one of the
determining elements, In spite of the ambiguity, however, he
is to be teken ss primserily like the other men in this study,
e 18 without cuestion like larx in believing thaet the ultimate
element in history is the eoonomio force, and like him in he-
lieving that other institutions are foroes in thelr own right,
The distinguishing trait is that Turner spoke about Ameriecan
hiastory in terms of soolo-economic forces released by the frone

tier, One quotetion from Turner's prefase to The Rise of the

lex Wast wlill reveasl the ambiguity:

In the present volume I neve kept before myself

the importance of regarding Amerioan development

a8 the outcome of economic and sociel as well as

political forces,l
That Turner considerad Lie frontier as an econonic influence,
however, is easily discovered, In his essay "Pioneer ldeals,”
1910, he sald thot the American ideal of demooracy, along with
many ctiers, was tne result of vast arcas of free land.2 Amere-
loan political forms, legal systems, and educational patterns
are, furthermore, ©ll products of the ldeal of democracy,®

Understanding Turner in this, 1t is safe to say tat he pri-

marily believed Armerlican society to have an economic foundetion,

Turner, ¥, J,, The Rise of t.e lew West, p. xvii.
Turner, ¥, J., ontier in Amerioen History, p. 274,
Ibid.’ p'. 282.
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Turner's theory was completely stated when he wrote that

... he existenoe of an area of free land, 1ts
continuous recession, and the advence of Amerile
oen settlement westwsrd, explain Americen devel-
opment,

Behind institutions, behind constitutional
forns and modifiocations, lie the vital foroces
that osll these organs into life end shape them
to meet ohanging conditions,.,.the expansion west-
ward,.,,.furnishes the foroes dominating American
Charscter,

The effeots of the frontier on Americen ocheracter were exten=
sive, PFirst, mseid rrofessor Twner, was the composite natione
ality made pussible becsuse frontier conditions promoted an
eesy mixture, snother was the lessening of Americen dependency
on #nngland by the development of frontier resources, A third
effect, through the conditioning quelities of the frontier,
wus the legislation whioh most developed the national governe
ment, aAlong with this was the prevention of sectionelism by
the egonomic needs of the Troantier itaelf.z But

the mout important effeot of the frontier has been

the promotlon of demoorasy here and in Turope...S50

long as free land exists, the opportunity for a

oompetgncy exists, and eoconomic power seoures politicsl

power,
After speaking of politioal effeocts, Turner reached his discus-
sion of the intellectual traits nourished by the frontier,
These effects are summed as follows:

Thet ocoarseness and strength combined with acutee~

ness and inquisitivenese; that prectical, inventive

turn of mind, quiek to find expedients; that master-

ful gresp of naterisl things...; that restless, nerv-
ous energy; txet dominant individuelism, working for

1. 1Ibid., pp. 1-3.
2. T1bid.., pp. 22-27.

31 Is;d-.' p' 38'



54

good and evil, a:ud withal thet bouyanoy and exuber-

ence whioch ocomes with freedom--these are traits of

the frontier, or traits called oul elsewhere beosuse

of the existenoce of the frontier.

Such in brief is ’rofessor Turner's priaciple of the funde-
mentael foroce in American history, and the effects of thaet force
on the charscter of .Jmericen social institutions., Turner holds
a .lgh and original place in Americen intellectusl history,

Any study of ‘arriunston must recognize Turiier ss one o7 the

progenitors of the former's history of the nution®s mental ao-

tivities, The tvo men belonged to simllar sohools of thought,

Z. B. A, Seligmen (1861- )

In 1901 end 1902 Professor 0, R, A, Selipmen published in
the -olitiocul Socicnce (uarterly, Vole. XVI and AVII, a series
of articles ocalled "The 'iconomie Interpretetion of Wistory.”
The srtioles were & surmary of the theory and its history, and
they were importent becmuse they hed a decided effect later on
Jrarnder Metthews, who apparently was the first professional
oritic in simerica to state the theory of economic determinism
in literature,

In his summery of the history of the idee leligman seid
that iristotle pointed out the essentisl inter-relation of pol-
itioe, ethiocs, end economios, DBuokle is glven credit for have
ing veen the rfirst really to state the inter-relation of so-
ciety, weulth, end the physical environment, 3ut it was l'arx,

Celigmsn szld, who took the theory, gave it its fullest expres-

1, Ibild., ». 37,
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sion, and used it for a complete interpretation of history and
sooiety. Feuerbach is oredited by Ssligmen as having modifried
Hegel's absolute idealiam into a socisl ideslism, whioch iec &
materialistic point of view, Marx accepted the materialistio
implioations in this and on them founded scientifio sooialiam.l
Further developing his snalysis of Marx, Seligman said that

the former was convinced that sll social relations ere intimate~
ly oconnected with the producstive forees of society, snd that
social ideologies are similarly conneocted, Uelipgmen then gave
Marx oredit for being the originator of the eoonomic method of
historical interpretation,

When he osme %o his own position, Seligman socepted the
prinoiple with the seme reservations thet Engels held:; foroes
now removed from their economic souroe--religion, aesthetios,
eto,~-may aot in their own right, Uelligman wrote thet oivili-
zation must fight for its material needs, and

Ag long, however, ag this oconflict endures, the primery
explenation of humen life must continue to be the economio

1. Of some interest, partly beceuse it shows to what length an
idea may be ocsrried, is W, F, Ogburn's essay in the %%25%%§&
%ggg%ggg,n vi §¥gg%ggg%§, Yol, IX, No. 1, Msroh 1919, )

syochologlioal Basis for e Boonomic Interpretation of His-
tory." Mr., Ogburn was on the University of Washington fa¢~
ulty et the time this was written, His purposs is "to set
forth ocertain of the newly discovered mechenisms, the un-
consoious, the censor displacement, projeotion, ocompensation,
the use of symbols aend rationalizaiion, which have been
developed by Freud, Jung...end to show how the instinots
funotion through them, and how these mechanisms offer an
explanation of the sooial behavior, oalled the eoconomioc mo-
tivation.,” The wey these mechanisme work out collectively,
through the soois) mind, is as follows: Certein individusls
prepare opinions which hide their selfish motives, These
opinions sre acoepted by the masses, who do not penetrate
the disguises., The first safety movements, for instance
were promoted ss altruiatio; bdbut they did not bdegin untii
compulsory insurance laws, eto,., mede socident prevention
profitadble,
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explanation~--the explenation of the adjustment of materisl
resources to human desires, This adjustment mey be modi-
fied by sesthetio, religious end moral,.,forces; but in
last resort it still _remsins an adjustment of llfe to the
wherewithal of life.}
This is & faeir statement of the principle as Engels wanted it,.
All one needs is to aporly it to literature, whioh was dono by
Brander HMatthews in 1910 and by Allene Gregory in 1915. TFrom
these last two sprang Professor Benham's esssy "The Esonomic
Interpretetion of Litersry History.” But first the remainder

of the historians who influenced the principle in America,

J. Allen Smith (1860-1926)

Professor J, Allen Hmith end Professor Parrington were
friends for meny yeers, travelling similer intellectual roads;
and & reader of the works of these two men is at once eware how
alike they were in ideals and in msnner of presentetion, Their
oconolusions are similer, and so ares the meterisls used to reach
them, Smith was particularly interested in the problems of
government and its relationship with demoorsoy. Perrington was
partioularly interested in the total of smeriocan thought as it
stemmed from what he took to be its main sources. Of the two
men, the debt is owed from Parrington to Smith, for the latter's
influence on gggg cQg;entg in American Thoupght 1s great., umith
helped develop in Parrington politioal liberalism and wisdom in
interpreting political inetitutions, |

tmith's The Spirit of Americen Government, 1907, may be
briefly surmarized in order to establish the similarity of Pare
rington's thought and in preparation for a statement of Smith's

1, Seligmsn, E, R, A,, Boonomio Interpretation of History,
p. 188,
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actual theory <f economic determinism, 'The centrel thesis of
the book 1ig thet .imeriocen government iz essentiully a syctem
of checks &nd halences desirned to kees cucitnlist minorities
in oontrol, Omith first of e6ll attempted to shov that Unglish
government wag undewnocratio in spirit, and that thils spirit
was ecarried over into ameriean colonial covernment, wvhere it
wag Tought by & rising susirit of democrzoy, The American Zeve
olution was purt of a dermooratic movement cuecked Tinmlly oy
aristoceratiec reasction, 7The resotion revesled itself, sccord-
ing to nmith, in such federasl instruments es the Constitution,
the Supreme Court, and the ilectoral College, 7The fixed and
difricult nrocess of constitutional smendment is also assumed
part of 4 design to thwart pojuler will, 41l thoush the book
Smith tried to show that the power lhet dictsted ench element
of the Yederal govermment, or shaped the conproise, was wealth,

The following excerpt not only chows imith's thesls, but
it eontoins no Interosting alluslion to Jdorers, “mith 1s here
svecking ol vhe spirlt of Znglish government:

Ths:t the liouce of Commons was aobt Jamocratio in

snpirlt is clerrly seen in the ohurscter of pariia-

mentary lesislation,..%hile the interests of the

land-holding ariciocracy were sarefully guarded,

tue well-being of the latoring posulation received

sosut considerailon,.,.The landlord and caplitalist

clagses controlled the government nnd, s .rofessor

dogers observes, thelr aim wes to inorease rents

and profite down to the lowest nittence, "I ocon-

tend," he says, “"that from 1063 to 1824, a con-

sniraeoy, qoncooted by the law and carried sut by

parties interected in 1ts suscess, wus entered iunto,

to ocheat the tnpglish workman of his wapes, Lo tie

him to the soil, to deprive him of hope, snd to de-

gr:de him into irremedis-le poverty.,” (¥ork snd %ages,
p. 598)...Both the common and the st:tute law of LEng-
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land reflected in the eighteenth century the politiesl

supremacy of the well-to-do minority,l
Professgor tmith zccounted for the rising demooratic s»nirit in
America, resching ils climax in the imeriosn idevolution, by the
conditions of wealth cistribution at the time, ' believed
thst political syuality follows the condition of economic enual-~
1ty.2 UBpeexing of liberty end the Constitution, ¢mith rade the
folloving renarzs 2 ont the influence o wenlih:

it may be seid vithout exasgeerstiion that the Ameri-

oan scheme of governwment wae planned =nd set up to

perpetuate the sscendenoy of the proparty~holding

ginade in & scelety lenvened vith democratic ldeas,

eoeshe Jonctitution was in form & politiesl dooument,

but 1ts significance was mainly economic, It was the

outcome of an orgsanized movement on the nart of a

clags to surround themsclves with the legal and oon-

gstitutionel guarantees wilech wouvld cheock the tendency

toward demccratlic legisletion,d
Clearly umith followed the lead set him by Hogers,

In 193J asppeusred posthumously Hmith's Growth and Decadence

of Congtitutional Covernment, Of ohlef interost ut thie tine
is the introdustion, written by I rofessor i'arrington, The last
ouragranph wl1ll serve to sumricrize mith's significemnce for VYap-
rington:

I have =written thece few mesgre napes of comment on

tie life-vork of & coursgeous ond relf-sacrifiocing

soholar with o deep egense of personel loss., For nesr-

ly twenty yeurs Professor tmith was my oollesgue end

friend, &and our intellectunl interests and politicesni
sympathics t.uvelled counrenislly the same paths 4

Chuvles i, Beerd (1374~ )

Attention msy now be turned to the last ¢f the historians

%o be discussed here, Churles ., Heard, Deurd's Tirst importanty

tmith, J, A,, The Lpirit of Amerleen Government, p. 1ll.
Ivid., p. 12,

Ibid., pp. 298-209,

mith, J, A,, Crowth and yecsdence of Con, Government, ». xvi

» OO
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coutrib.tion in his fleld 1ls in zoononic Interpretation of the

Constitution of the United states, 1913, 4As he suld in his

introductory essay, the book was designed % suggest to other
writers new lines of historiesl resesrsh, To quote him:
' print it in the honse that g few of t:leg generstion
of historiecnl scholurs may be enacouragzed to turn nwey
from burren “"politliccl” history %o a study of the
resl economig foreces which condition rsrest movement:z
in politiocs,
¥or hie method and for much of hie mab=rin} he acknowledgred
Turner, Libhy, snbler, snd Nchuper, e was evore of Uelimsn's

artiole in the lolitiosl Gelence . uarterly snd quoted from it

but nowhere in the volume does he seci tu hrve heerd of ¢mith's

wori in 1907, PYhe Spirlit of aAmericun Coverament, whioch certain-

ly di¢ exawotly the ssnme ilhing thot Beard elainmed to be inaugu-
rating in 1813,

Coneerning hlic sources, ideard saild thot Jernes adlson re-
s11zed that economio forces were invelved in rovercmental Torms,
uf closer sources, 3decird wrote thet furner hed done extremely
gignillicent worx,

Beurd's sinilar ity to Smith and the others of this school
of hiztorigneg is easily shown, Obhserve sonme of higc chanter
heedings:

a, A survey of TMaononmic Tntererts in 1787

b, The Zoouomic Intercsts of the ‘emvers of the

Convention

¢, The Seonomic Conflict over Fatification as viewed

by Contemporariesn
One quotation will suffioce:

The Constitution was essentislly en economic dooument
bused upon the oonoept that the fundamental privste

l, Beard, ¢, i,, An Uoonomic Interprctation ete., p. v.
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rights of proserty ere anterior to governmnent ang

mory lly beyond the reach of posular governments,

The lest Tew puges have been given to historisne primerie-
ly., “hey belong her: secsuse they took levding nerte in devel-
oving in ineriove the thesis thet soclal 1ife is deterrined by
economic forces, They had, furtherrore, as nas becon chown, @
close oconaection wibth Farrington's intelleotunl life,

Trom here on, nowcever, the persons considered will be 1it-
ercry [igures involved in the ftheals thet economie determinism
controls Lliter-ry phencmena, These persons ore "illism Jdorris,
Brender Jutthews, &llene Orepory, end llen Rogers Benharn., They

will conclude thir geotion of the dissertation,

Tilliam dorrig (1834-1896)

The sdtudy of litersry critilies who saw an economic determine-
ism, »nurtlel or conmplete, in art forms snd content muct include
the sclicol of soclialists baunded agnrinst the s»riritusl degradse
tion of naawdius slovery. In onglend Buskin and forris were
lesders, Jrolessor ‘enhan, g colleague of Parrington's, stated
thee Perringlton acknowledged some influenoce from Noriis; for that
reason it iLs anvronrisnte to examine rorrist's philosonhy,

It is part of Jorris's basie point of view thet riches--
whioh he defined aes weslth used aB o means of geining power over
men--destroy decent living, Riches degrade society to low splirit-
nal and physicel levele, 7The fundemental spiritunl qualities

thet nust go into grest, or just good, ~rt oan not be released

1. Ibid., p. %24,
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by 8 scolety based on commercial competition, Riches foroee
artists to work by command rather than by individual impulse
toward creation.1 tsonomic foroee, then, are to be conceived

as belng & temporary determining influence, In the proper so-
clety art will spring from the human soul; and economios insteed
of being the fundemental creative power, will serve merely as
the guarantor of arestive freedom,

The essays in which this thesls receives its fullest eleb-
oration are these: "Art, Weelth and Riohes," 1883; "Airt Under
*lutooracy, " 1883; "Art and Soclalism,” 1884; end "The Alms of
Art," 1886,

Riches, by destroying nstursl beauty and by destroying the
laborer's Jjoy in his work, have ruined the well-springs of art,
Man's fnstinot for beauty is submerged in ugliness and hateful
work, Competitive sooclety is the ocasuse; end, socording to
vorris,

80 long as the system of oompetition in the proe-

duction snd exchunge of the means of life goes on,

the degradation of the asrts »ill go on,2
Art is man's expression of his joy 1in his work.3 If there is
no jJoy in work there osn be no art; and if & competitive society
perslsts,

Art will utterly perish, as in the manucl arts so

in 11iterature, which will become, a8 it is indeed

speedily beoonming, & mere string of orderly and
celculated ineptitudes and passionless ingenuities.4

Morris, W,, ¥orks, Vol, XXIII, p. 146,
Ibid., p. 172,

bid., p. 173,

Tvid., p. 95.
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This is the pessinistie outocome of existing eoonomic oconditions,
¥orris's hope for all art was in the substitution of a'guild
soolalism for competitlve capltalism, It mipght be argued from
this tust economic foroes ere still at the bottom of art if art
can exist only in & gcertein economic environment, It should be
said sgain, however, that spiritual forocee &s orris saw them
would be t:e oreative impulse, There is nothing absolute in
his theory th:t economicz forocs destroy art, for the theory

applies only to competitive capitalism,

Srander Metthews (1852-1028)

drander listthews wus one of Amarica's leading literary
oritlics during his time, end his wvast emount of oriticsl work
has had an importaent influence oun students =and on crestive
writers aslike, For this dlssertation, however, the outstanding
essay by Metthewe ie & presidentiel address to the Lodern
Language issociation in December, 1910, "The kLconomic Inter-
pretation of Literature.,*

This ecsay is frankly based on Seligmen's "The Koonomic
Interpretstion of [istory,"” written in 1801 and 1902, The
first part of Matthews' work is given to an analysis snd sume
mary of Seligmen's. Seligman hesitated to say that art has a&n
esonomic foundstion, but HMatthews did not, 0Of the theory in
generel ss an eid in historiocal interprctetion, Hatthews wrote:

Underlying meny, if not supporting most of the sige

nificant events in human history we cen rind, 1f we

eeek it diligently, en economioc explsnetion........
4 majority of the mighty movements of mtnkind and of
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the sallent struggles of the race, the stelwart afe
forts for freedom and for oxpansion, inoluding not a
few of those which may seem purely politiocsel, or in=-
telleotusl, or even religious, have also their eco~
nomic basis,,,.

This exocerpt nmight well have been wriiten to explain Professor
Perrington’s book and intentions, When ilatthews became specific
with his theory of cconomic deterninisn in literature, however,
he was lesas comprehensive, It was his belief Lhet & writer
writes what he can sell and under the conditions reguleting
his selllng; such as copyright lows, financiel rewerd, sand edl-
torial restrictions,

The impulse for self-expression and the desire to

acconplish an immediate purpose are both potent,

but neither ie &s 1nsistgnt and es inexorabdble asg

the necessity for money.
This sallows other forces, and it merely ssys that cut of a
body of subject matter u writer will select what will sell the
best, It does not say, ee& is 1wplied in his seceptance of the
historical principlc advenced by Selligman, that the body of
idess is orilginnlly determined by economic forces, Continue
ing in this strain, he sald;

Literaturc cunnot help being more or less aristo-

oretic in its tone when the men of letters must look

for his living to @ pension from & monarch or to a

guerdon from & noble patron, Literature beoomes

democratio inevitably when the man of letters is ree

lessed fram this servitude to & social superior and

whert he finds himself free to uppeal for support to

the public es @ whole, Foonomic and politiocel and

legal oonditions need to be taken into acooung by 8ll
historiens of literature, anolent and modern,

1. Matthews, B,, "The iconomic Interpretation of lLiterature,”
Horth Americen Review, Vol. 193, p, 229,

2. Ibld., p. 233,

3, Ibld., p. 240,
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Matthews 1s somewhat like Blackwell, Adems, and Draper in his
disoussion of the economio compulsions that work upon s writer,
He did, however, go further, He said thet at least in part
many important intellectual movements had an economic origin,
He sald in aeddition that "economioc and politiocsl and legel
oonditions” must be considered by literary historiens in eny
aoocount of literature. IMatthews' speech before the iodern
language Associstilon reached 8 wide sudience, He called atten-
tion to the theory as few other Ameriocan oritios could have

during his tine,

Allene Cregory (1890~ )
The name of Dr., Allene Gregory is little known in the

field of American literary oriticiem, for she has been scant
of production, Her "Introduction™ in her The French Revolu~

tion and the Engligh Novel, 1915, is of speoial interest here,

It 1s entitled "On the Economic Interpretation of Litereture,”
It is 2 mid~-p6int between Matthews znd Benham,

Dr. Gregory mede & separation between the economic in-
terpretation of literature and the elready common historioal
interpretation, History, she said, has been & gainer by the
sociologloal end eoonomic methods of interpretation. ILitera-
ture should also gain,

It mey be objected that all this is included in

the acoepted historicel interpretation of litera-

ture, That is not sltogether true, HRoonomic

changes and tne resulting soclesl conditions do un~

doubtedly affect literature through the medium of
the generel events wvhioh they csuse. But they also
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affect literature in & more direot way, without the

intervention o those politicel occurrences which

determine the ohronology of historical epochs,
The point 2r. Cregory is getting reedy to meke ls similar to
that mede by rarrington, He impllies that literature is nede
of materials that arise in socisl conflicts primarily caused
by eoonomic conditions, Dr, Gregory found illustrations of
these economic oonditions in the Peasants' Revolt usnd in the
rise and fall of the Guilds, Hach of these had economioc motie
vation, and each was reflected in literature., &he wrote thet

An exemination of almost any one of the generally

recognized movements in litercture will show that

it was immedlately preceded by some economic or ine

dustriel cuuange of significant nature, involving a

ohenge in the relative power of the eoconomic groups

in the state,?

br., Cregory did not sccount for the presence of an idea
by &n economic force; ruther she sald that the ldeae are pre-
sent and thet economice determines vhich one will be given
emphesis;

re may say thut various ideas being present in the

national min«g, the eoonomlc ocondition is a prime

fector in determining which ones sghgll be emphae

plzed,”
At this polnt Ur, Cregory went lo Harx for asuthority to sup-
port she "populsr Lheory"™ known as cconomic dederminism, Che
snswered Lie protests of the romanticists and the humanists

snd then stated her purnose in the book:

In the followling discussion of the "tendenz” novels

1. Gregory, A., The French Revolution &nd the English
Novel, p. 2.

2. Ib d. p. 4-

5. Idid., p. 4.
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of levolutionary HRngland we shull endeavor to illus~
trate to some extent the praotical spplicestion of the
method here suggested, To a considerntion of the
Knglish history of Frenoh Revolutionary philosophy,
end of the stimulus given to ¥nglish redicalism by
the exarnple of irance, we shall add some observations
of the sociel malsdjustments arising from the Tndus-
trisl levolution and their Influenoce on the thought
of the time,l

sllen Qogers Venham (1879~ )
}

2.0 P e

"ith sllen Roger%Ais reached the lrst of the formulstors

of the theory of economic literary critioism before rarrington,
The problem of ienham': influence on Parrington is controversisl,
A student-collecugue of rarrington's, Profescor 1,1, by, editor

of the third volume of lain Currents in Americsn Thought, seid?

that a poem written by Parrington in 1908 oonteined by implica-
tion the economic theory elaboreted yecrs lamter, Denham's in-
fluence would have hed to cone after that, for his most impor-
tant works, using or cxpounding the method, were published in
1916 <nd in 1922, errington's poem is lost, or unaveilable,
There can be no doubt, however, that Benhen's eriticsl work pre-
gedes arrington's, The two men, furthermore, vorked together
on & dissertstion comnittee in which the student involved used

the method jointly held by the two men.d

1. Ibvid., p. 13,

2., Tn nn interview the investigator hed with Eby,

3. #. L, Gregg'e dissertation: Thomas Dekker: 4 Study
in ioonomis end Socisl Bmekprounds, 1924, 1In her
scknovledgment she sald: "I wigh agsin to thank my
friends and teachers at the !niversity of “ashington,
Naun Frederiok !, Padelford, Professor Vernon L. Papr-
rington, and »Professor Allen R, Benham, for guidence
and enoouragement.” Conceraing her purpose Miss
Gregg wrote: “This study 1s an attempt to apply the
eoonomic theory of history to litersry oriticism,"
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denham's first book for discussion here is Inglish Litera-

ture from Widsith to the Desth of Chaucer: A Source Hook, 1916,

Benham's intellectusl antecedents, as he gave them in an inter-
view, are funo rancke, with whom e had gcontect as & student

of Cerman literature &t iurvard in 1896-19093 J, l, Robinson's

deacings in History; Chorles a, Jeard's Resdings in ‘odern Zuro-

pean liistory; und Sdvard ', Cheyney's Readings in “nglish Ilistory.

“ith the exccstlion of ‘rencke these men wrote source books of
the seme type as Lenham's “ran "idsith to Chaucer. Benham nate-
urally was fanllisr with the development of historicel eriticism
of liternture, Jsmos Harrington, in Ocesnas, made the earliest
statement that, he, Benham, was aware of that politicnl and eco-
nomice factors are necessary for an iatersretation of history,

A8 will apoear lster, "enham knew the articles by “ellpgnman, "ate-
thews, and the chanter by 0r, Gregory., A% the precent moment

thi object of interest is YFrom ¥widgith %o Chaucer, Cf this Hen-

ham wrote:

The title of this venture iz to be taken seriously;
the worx 1s a source-~book, not an anthology nor a
text-book; it exemnlifies and urges in literary his-
tory the same methodr thot heve long been suocessful-
1y used in constitutional or nolitical history,l

After defining his terms, Benhsm resched his exnosition of his
method, Literuture, he wrote,

i not produced tn & vacuum; it is a sooial insti-
tution in s reul world, affecting and ploturing men
who have reel problems &nd resl outlooks whioh we
must see if we rre to draw sound sonclusions, Hence,
moet of the space in this book is given to the baok-
grounds,~-politicel, socinl, industrisl, and cultursl,

1. Benhem, A, R®,, From ¥idsith to Chauger, p. ix,
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-«whioh lurgely determine the literary output.l
In 1922, irofessor Jenhsm published an essay conlled The

ficonomio Interpratetion of litersry History. In this he sum=

marized the literuture on the subjeot, presented hls objJections,
and added the alements he thousht neocessary. The literature

he summarized consisted primerily of Seligman's, Metthews', and
Gregory's articles,

The main function of tho essay 18 to explain the com=
plexity of nineteenth century English literature, Benham found
partial explanation 4n the grester freedom of printing and pube
lishing than ever existed before; the rise of magazines; the
settlement of the conpyricht questiony the expansion of the resd-
ing publie; eand the spread of the spirit of nolitical reform.a
However,

The trend of a8ll the evidenve adduced so far in my

attenpt to explain the complexity of nineteenth cen-

tury bsnglish litersture should hove by this time pre-

pared you for my next step, whieh 1c thut the princi-

pal cause of the social complexity of the nineteenth

gentury ingland was t'e Industrial Revolution, an eco=

nomie csuse,

It 1s at this point that Benheam discussed the articles al~
ready wriltten by his contemnoreries and presented his objec-
tions,., Hatthews, he said, applied his economic theory to lite
erary form only. Gregory di¢ not ocarry her itueory into the
field of nutstanding artists, failing to tell us howr Lthe great

litersry Tigures und vorks are related to the economic baok-

ﬁ.,zThe seonomic Interpretation of lLiterery
P. 2%
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ground.1 Benham's chief oriticism of Metthews is revealed in
the following excerpt, wmhich oconteins as well 8 statement that
economic forces partly determine litersry ocontent:

.s oD@ confines himsell too muoh to an account of

literary forms and omits the significance of the

subject matter altogether., Iy oontention 1is that

the subject metter quite es much ae the form of

11terar§ vork ls largely determined by eoconomio

causes,
Some pages later we find unother stetement of the determined
element in litereary materiol:

%e should like to think of the writer s the ploneer

doing a8 he likes @snd in sny £lven cace one can une

doubtedly do sas he likesy; but whet determines his

likes and <islikes, 'ndoubtedly his heredity and

environment ,*

3enham was cautious in his remarks concerning econonic dee-
terminlem in literature, ‘le lssued no dogmetico statements of
absolute necessity, =Rather he said that literary content and
form are "quite lnrgely” or "in part"” determined by eoconomie
forees, This is » contrest =ity the woonomic historisns Rogers,
Smith, cnd 3Beard, who seewmed muoh more certsin of the tYruth of

thetir theorics,

Summary
The discussion of the theeis bthat literary subject matter
and fornm s#re determined by eocononic forces ie Tinished., During
the early period of the history of this thesie writers with

suggections o meke sbout Lt were scarce end vegue, 3leokwell,

1, Ivia,, p. 16,
20 ____.__Isi'do’ p- 17-
3. Ibid., p. 25.
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3uokle, und Uraper esch had aomethling to say direotly, when
the thesis begen o attract real ettention, however, it found
1ts greatest nowrislment from sush economists, historians, end
politiolans az Yerrington, John Adens, ifsrx snd Tngels, loria,
Yurner, deligman, Smith, and Beard, Based on the sork of these
men, znd of wourse on that of Herder, de “tmel, Taine, and the
others, such literary 7igures ss Latthevs, ’erry, Oregory, snd
“enham ereoted oritiocal philosophiee that took acoount of the
influence of econonic forces in determining literary subdbjeot
matter and foim, Hone of these literary peonlc were absolutistae-
that is, they in some degree observed that other than economic

forcens asct as determining factors,

i.lterature an ILxpression of Conflict

The tiird e jor polint in srofessor Jsrrington's critical
shilosophy 1o ithat litersture rellectis and tnkes part in social
struggle, 7The auivor defendg or attacke 4 nosition of sone
sort, The theels 1s self-explenstory, ~There is partissnship
witliln tue church, the school, the ocooperative movement, and
in abstract philosophy, as well as in the broader sogiel instie
tutions clearly coononile, 7Tt is true thmt economic conlflict
reveals itself mo~t obviously in olaas conflliet, It is further
true thet Mwrxien traditionmlists believe that such things as
the church, the seliool, and phllosonhy “wve an economle founda=-
tion, In thls sense sll soeisl conflict may be seid to be eco=-
nouioc in origin, and 1% is this sense Lt mort intorested

Professor Parrington; therefore, his emphasis was on the broad
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divisions of economic claases and olass oconfliot in America
and the resultant effeot, as he saw it, in American litersture,

The actusl history of the theory thot litersture is sotive
in eoonomie strugele iz slisht 1 one ettends striotly to the
acononmic intersretation, Thoush there has ncever been s lack
of srtists resdy bto atiaol or supnort social institutions, it
hes generally heen considered by eritiesc thut such attnoks need
not be considered by critlcal theories, OCriticism has dealt
chiefly with form and genius, IY iegnored wheat is obviously &
marked characteristic of a huge prosortion of lltersature: that
many nuthors have been deliberately attemptins to change sooial
and individunl institutions an< —~eys of livine, Sueh typical
examples as rristophanea, YSwift, and Tolstol attest the truth
of this, 7They deliberntely propagendized icdess thot heve clear
sogio-ggonomic implications. There are now msny proletariat
eritios, but Upton Hinelsir is the importent flgure before Fare
rington,

It w111 be useful to call brief attentlion to some of the
men who influenoed Farringbon in other ways and to see how they
gatood on the matter or oconflict,

First, John 2dams: John iAdams was thoroughly convinced
that socleby was fill=d wit:a oconfliets, In on=z of his letters
he wrote:

I hope thut wmy lest cunvineed you that demooracy is

a8 regtleep, ae ambitioug, e warlike and bloody, os
aristooracy or monarchy.

l. f‘dama’ J.’ work ? VOl. VI. p. 486.
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In another letter he wrote thut business was st war with busi-
ness or oppressive groups of other types, lle concluded this
diecussion with a sweening renerk that ocluimed strife for all
sorts of men:

Are not men of letters,--phllosophers, divines,

phyaioians,_ln?ye?s, orutois, m@d poets,-~all ovgr

the world, at nerpetusl strife »ith one another?

It was .idams' belief they were,.

Seoond, uno Vrencke: Kuno !rancke sew literature as the
ex»hression of two great forces in conflict, 7This does not nec-~
essarily say that litersture is aggressive in the conflict; it
says that literiture is formed, content and spirit, as a result
of two grest forces in cunfliot, The forves observed by Trancke
are the tendencies towtrd personel freedom and toward colleotive
orgonization, The first of these leads toward individuslismn end
reclism in literazature, The latter leads to the beautiful, the
universal, the ideal, C(reat literature vill belong to the age
wvhich most evenly bulences these two forces,2

Third, Charles i, Benrd: 3esrd, in spesking of the theory
of the econonic interpretation of history, suid that it rests

upon the conoept that sociel progress in reneral is

the result of contending interests in coclety-~some

favors :le, others osnosed to chunge,o
Tere Deerd used @ Yarxien concept that though the individuel

hes free will, he ocen not vill a result snd get it, beocususe of

interference by other individusl wills, 4 oconeclusion is to be

1. Ibid., p. 521,
2, Trancke, K., Socliel TForces in Cerman lLitersture, pp. v-vi,
2., Deard, C. A,, An Lconomic Interpretstion, p. 19.
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thought of ae & resultant, It is what remeins of desired gosls
efter ull the onposing foroes have heen balenced,

Fourth, Xarl ‘wrx and Frederick in els: Thece two men are
the ohief developerc of the philosophy of class confliect, To
them conflict is inhercnt in the modern system of sroduction and
exohange of goods and is nede menifest in the sctive hostility
of prolcturist and bourgaolse.l Classes are gaused by eoonomic
foroces, Rival literegts bring these clagses into conflict, Al-
so fundenental in hichoricel movement, sccording to Msrx and
angels, ls the dieleot of moilon, or of prooess., That is to
say, inherent in & social phenomeno: is the antagonistie force
that will rise to destroy the phenomenon, ivery movenment or
soolis)l object csarries the potenticl of 1ts owrn destructlion,
History, or soocicty, ies thus to he thought of as a complex of

inevitable conflicts that bring sihout constont socisl evolution,

Unton Besl Sincluir (1878 )

Upton Sinelelr has devoted o conslderable portion of his
vriting effort to prove that literature is ¢ reflection of class

conflict and an actor in it, His Jummonert: An lssay in Hgeo-

nomie inter.retetion, 1924, 18 o long hook in which he stales

the argument and then re~inter rets the history -f world litera-~
ture, Money “rites, 1927, does exwotly the same thing for the
history of Ame:rie:n litersture. This book, coming just the

year before warrington's work appeared, could not heve had sny

influenoe on Parrington,

1. ‘ngels, I,, Sool:lism: Utopisn and Selentific, p. 59,
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It i8 lineolnir's bellef that artists, because they ere
s,eolalists who would perisn 1f out off their work, ere the
slavee of the men who pay for tieir products, The artist is
under the neoessity of pleasing hls esployer., It is, further,
Cinoclair's belief that hoonor snd sucoes: In ert go only to those
artists who oan appeal to the ruling olasses, If en artist
rebel: egainst the ruling clsss, he muet teXe his chanceeg of
recognition and support with the oluss with which he is aligned.l

In Yemconart Sinelair presented an interproeotation of the
srts from the point of view of the cless strugegle, He studied
the artists who were recognized by critionl suthority snd show-
ed how he conceived thenm to be the gervusnts of ruling cless
prestige ond the instruments of rulling ocluss safety.? e took
ag possible of demonstratlon the following points:

. 1, The urtist is 8 soeial product, his psychology
and that of his art being determined by the eco-
nonio foroeg provailing in hie time,

2. The estublished artist of any period is a man in

sympethy with the rullng classes of that time,
volelng thelir Interests and idesls,

3. The step to the understunding of ert, and the
history of art Jeriods psst and present, is to
understond the economic foroes controlling men-
kind; the evolution znd the struggle of the
clesses,®

I'ote that Sinclsir talked alout zrt cnd the evolution and
strugele of the classes, That is the escentirl element of this

interpretation of art: elasss confliot, Sincleir further wrote:

l. Sinocleir, U, B,, Hamonart, p. 7.
2. 1Ibia., p. 8.
3. Ebig.’ p' 81'
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A1l art is propugunde, It is universally and ine

eson pably propaeganda; sometimes_unconsciously, but

often deliberstely, propagaenda,

Sinolair expected the "sercastio oritiec” to eay thet this theory
mekes the artist o knavish and dangerous person, In reply,
Hincluir suid thst that may be 8o, but the artist's

knaveries vre olass knoveries, collective oruelties,

conventions and attitudes to 1life whilch heve been

produced as automstic resctions to ecconomic forces.”

To Sincleir, then, the literary artist is o warrior, He
stonds for or agsinst, Hisa Bword iz hie pen,

Little ozn be saild in summary beyond the obvious faot thnt
though »riters hive long been engaged in sooiel conflicts,
eritics have not attempted to include coufliect in oritiesl
theory, The modern concent of cless confliot belongs ohliefly

to Marx and PFngele. In amerioca Cinoleir 1s the leading exponent

of the theory before the apoesrsnce of larrington,

Summaery of iJsrt L1

The functiion of the dlssertation up to tﬁis point has been
to outline the developnent of the principle of socio-economic
determinism asg it hes been applied to litersry oriticism, Three
distinet theses have been traced: (1) thet litersture is relat-
ed to socisl institutions; (2) that the ideologles, which form
the materiesl of litersture, are economic in origin; (3) ond that
conrliet is8 @ churscteristic of soclal ideolaogies. These three
theses oombined form the socio-~economic nrinciple being examined,

In the beginning of soolologionl criticism, the oritice

1, Ibia., p. 9.
2. 1bid.. p. 27.

compa——
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were not ooncerned with ooonomios except casunlly, The chief
point of interest vus the influsnce of socinl institutions on

a writer, who wus oonoeived us belng a representative of his
race and time working in = particulur envirommaent; and the
influence of tae writer on the inetitutions, The eritios of
inmportance to soclologleal oriticism during this period were
the following: Thom e 2laockwell, who studied ‘Ylomer in his
physical and socisl environment; Johann Cottfried Von Herder,
who followed lllackwell'’s lend and in eddition widely dissem-
inated the s»hscivl point of view of notionallsm; Medame de Stael,
who studied the intererelations of literature und institutions;
rrosper de Derante, who wrote u specisl study of TPrench litera~
ture in the cipghteenth century and the reletion of literature
to Frenoh soclety of tmt pariod, paying oclose sttention to
politiocal situstions; Sainte-~Beuve, who emphasized psychological
faotors in an suthor's work; Hippolyte Adolphe Teine, who as &
poslitivist studied the work of a writer ss springing from the
primal sources of race, surroundings, snd epooch; Kuno Franoke,
who interpreted the whole history of Germen literature in terms
of the sociel forces working upon it; Ceorg Brandes, & Danish
writer who separeted the main currents of Turopeen thought dure
ing the nineteenth century in muoh the same fashion that Pro-
fessor Parrington later d4d it for the history of American
thought; and Blises Perry, who, borrowing from Turner, fully
developed the oharacteristios of Americen personality and asked
thet literature and its oriticism be not separated from the

sooisl, economio, political, end geographical feotors in Amer-
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ioan life, Of these men Taine has been sai to be a dominant
influence on rPsrrington, The others undoubtedly hsd indirect
influence,

All of these are background figures, They developed the
sociologloel in literary oriticlsm, creating the tendenoy away
from aesthetic absolules 2nd Yoward the materialistic point of
view, of which the theory of economic determinism is an extreme
development, It is true thet from the bepinning of modern
eriticiam thore have been alluszions to the influence of eoconomic
oonditions on human thought and spirit, but only reccently has
there been developed & oriticel science employing the prinoiple
of econonic determinism, Iloglozlly, it siarted among political
and eoconomic philosophers rather then among literery critics;
and it seeme thrzt the influence of olimete and geogrephy on
government was the first problem of this nature to receive cone
slderable ettention, Montesquieu, Herder, Buckle, snd Draper
are leading figures developing this problem, The clear line
of the principle of economic determinism in government snd law,
however, Legins witi Jemes lerrington end reaches ite fullest
development vith FKarl darx, Intermedietely there is & host
of nomes, Those that concern this dlssertation are John Adama,
Daniel %edster, Frederiok J, Turner, Thorold Rogers, Achilles
loria, Allen Smith, Charles A, Deard, snd @, R, A, Seligman,
These men followed for the most purt L e thesis thet the owner=-
ghip of land is the source of governmental powver end form; but
Hogers, Ueligmen, Smith, and Beard were less conoerned with

lend than with wealth in genersl, Professor Parrington wes
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strongly influenced by this group of theorists, coming under
the swoy of Harrington's thesis se it regaohed him through them,

In the literary field the names thst preceded Farrington
snd had influencc on him are the following: Tilliem Morris,
Jrender idatthews, B3liss Cerry, Allene Cregory, end Zllen R,
Henhem, All of these cdeveloped the theory of cconomic determine
ism from onc or btoth of two points of view: +thet economics de=-
termines whet ¢ writer thinks or thet the sommercial neture of
suthorship limits & writer's Tield of fthought to what cen be
g80ld &t a proflt, In a8ll cuses these gpareons vere modest in
thelr presentation of thelr tuecories and in the smount of work
devoted %o 1llustretion,

The element of oluss oconfliet thut iz ¢ part of the prine
eiple of economic determinism has reecsived but 1ittle attention
from literary orities until the lout few years, In jmerica Tlpton
Beal Sinolalr 1z thwe mon who most devsloped the partisanshlp
nature of litersture before arrington, who broadened the thesis
from one of proletarist-bourgeoise conflict to inelude the come
plex of siruggle within eaoh social philosophy as well as among
all of them, The history of thig theseis in literasry oriticlanm
is just beginning, but the socio-economic type of oriticism has

had & steady development since early in the cighteenth century.



PART IIX
PARRINGTON'S APPLICATION OF ECONOMIC
CRITICISI TO AMURICAN LITBRATURE

The theory of literary interpretation the history of whioh
has just been outlined is a part of the more general philosophy
of materialism, Perrington applied the oritiosl theory to Amere
ican literature on the pragmatio basis of riocher rewards then
would be gained from a belletristic approach, It 1s now pro=-
posed to enalyze direact and indireot evidenos in order to develop
the dooumentery exposition of Parrington's oritical philosophy,
including an estimate of Perrington's work and of hié philosophy.
The ohief ainm of the first point 18 to disocover to what extent
Parrington was an economic determinist, end the aim of the second
point is to estimate the vealue of Perrington's contridbution to
literary oritiociam as & method, MNost of the documentetion will
oome direotly from Mein Currents in Americen Thought. That
whioch 18 indirect will come for the most part from sources
olosely oonneoted with Parrington: his colleagues and his re-
viewers. The estivate wlll gether and judge oriticiem of Pare
rington and of the materimlistio philosophy he employed, in se

far ag it applies to literature,

Documentary Definition of Perrington'’s Critigsl Tenets
Karl Marx is generally acoredited with having resched the

nost definitive position in modern meterielistio philosophy as

it applies to the economio structure of scolety. The basilo
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congept is that economlic foroes are the primary orestive ele-
ments ceusing sociological phenomena, Parrington carried this
poilnt of view into the specific phenomens of thought and litera-
ture, Ye di not write out and defend his philosophy of orit-
icism, but the philosophy is nevertheless epparent in his ine
tentions and in his treatment of American thought, Fundementelly
he believed that tie shaping impulses behind the broad intelleo~
tual movements charactoeristic of Americe are economio in origin,
It 1s true that larrington discussed experiments in pure sociel
idealism; but it wus to show, in part at least, how each experie~
ment met its master 1n a belligerent eoonomios Lthet sssumed
varied disgulscs vitd attacked with s multitude of subtle weapons,
Sven in disocussing socisl 1ideallsm, however, Parrington's eco-
nomie implications are apparent, Ule indiecated thet the ideals
orlginated se resyonses wo goclal conditions frankly unsstise-
factory in certein of Lhelr coonomic reletions, and he said

meny Vvimes that ideallistio movements owed their force to their
having been borrowed to cloak an economic movement with an ide-
ology. The absence of actual contrary argument, plus the heavy
welgnt of iplicetion makes Lt secem probable that he intended

his work in Uein Currents in american Thought to be unified by

tue prinociple of economic determinlsm, elthough at times he
Bpoke of sociel forces as distinot from economic forces., The
gocisl foroes, however, are to be understood as having & primery
aconomic base, ~Perrington was by nature an aesthete; und he

did not as & genersl principle deny asesthetlios a place in art,

But it was not hls purpose in Hein Currents in Amerioan Thought
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to discuss mesthetics or the oreetive funsction of the mind,
gnd he denied them a place only in the subjeot motter immediate~
ly &t hond,

In general it iz te be said thuat Professor “arrington
believed thet certain old world philosophies, with their orige-
inal economio impliocations, wore nodified in the new world by
a native economics, primerily the frontier and its free land,
witr resulting forns of thought that are typicelly imericen in
oharsater, The new philosophic forme found expression in new
institutions, which wers vital, often bitterly entagonistie
and frequently sochismatie, Polities, religsion, industirial sys-
tens, law, povernuont--all found thelr cides in inevitable con~
flict and w+re in thomeslvee now forces ¢reating nev chenges,
Jitersture, vhich Parrington belleved to de the wriitten record
of £11 thought, could not escsne the dominstion of these influ-
ences, DUy the sheer weight of prooinguity if by nothing elee
esononios {8s the busis of socisl problems) kept Amerlcan writers
out of ivory fowers «n? forced them to engage in loosl or netione-
al hattles Tor this or thet ﬁoint of view, The 1deologies of
these confliets form, encepnt in rare instences, the materiel
content of American literature, fven in these instonoes ‘are-
rington attempied to find negative refleotions of economio
situations, Thus the belletristic is of seecondary importance
in any effort to explsin und unify the history of imeriosn
thought, for, from the beginning of imerioan life, pragmatic
neceseity hes been weighted sgainst aesthetic absolutes in favor

of socisl partisanship, This does not deny any maan his full
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spiritual dignity. Add to such genersalizations as these an
openly avowed Jeffersonian, liberal outlook on the American
sacene and Parrington's attempted point of view is oomplete,

This exposition of Parrington's tenets will develop the
following topios: (1) Parrington's general aims in Meip Qurrents
in Americen Thought; (2) Zoonomic character of the ideals brought
to Americe; (3) Eoonomic forces native to America; (4) The eco-
nomioc origins of institutions; (5) Americaen literature and itsa
relation to sociel conflict; (6) Parrington and sesthetiosy (7)
Parringtonts liberalism; (8) Hatimate of Parrington's oritiocel

position,

Perrington's Generel Aims in MAIN CURRENTS
The introdustions to the three wolumes of Main Currents in
American Thouyght are explioit concerning Parrington's general
eims, He wanted to give an socount of the beginnings and of the
development of the ideas traditionally thought of as Ameriocan,
the opposition they met, snd their influence on typloally Amer=-
foan idemle and institutions.l 1In outlining his task, he sald

thet he ohose

to follow the broad path of our political, economie,
and sooisl development, rather than the nerrower bel-
letriatio; and the main divielons of the study have
been fixed by forces that are enterior to literary
schools and movements, oreating the dody of 16053
from whioch literary oulture eventually springs,

How muoh this is n statemant of &n intention to use the principle

of economic determinism will be cle&r when 1t is shown to what ax-

1, Parrington, V, L., %glg_gggrenta, Vol, I, p. 111
(hereafter indicated by volume number and puge).

2. loo. oit.



tent Parrington conceived American politicnl ~nd socinl move-
ments to heve been determined by economic foroes,
An additionnl element in Perrington's general intentlions
is the desire to sllow Jeffersonian liberslism, frankly admitted,
to ocondition his finel judgments, “n o foreword he wrote:
The point of view f'rom which I have endeavorad to
evaluate the muterials, 1s libersl rether then cope
servitive, Jefforsonian rether thon Federalistio,
This general aim ~nd the Jeffersonian tondency indicate
thet Parrington cot oul Lo trace the hirtory of libereliem in
imerica, showing the initlael impulses of liborelism, 1ts enenmles,

and its rete.g

wash of the three volumes in Mein Currents in Ameriocan

Thought fits this gener=l nlw in 1ts perticuler feushion, Volume
I took the rocount from i$=s esrliest beginnines in “uriten New
inglend ag frr s the "triumph of Jeff=2rson and beck-country
arrarianism.” The intelleotunl =struprles of thie poriod, as
snprington sew therm, were botween ¢ liberc]l npolitionl philosophy
and @ reaobionsry Lheology Tighting for supremecy in an environe
ment dominated by the frontier,

I have consi dered { Pasrrington wrote ) the incoming

into imerioa of aertain old-world ideels ond in-

stitutione, and the subjeoetion of those ideals and

tnstitutions to the pres-ure of & new environment,

from whioh resulted te overthrow of the principles

of monarchy end sristoorsey, ond _the settins up of

the principles of republiczemitsurzl.‘5

Sugh wes the aim of the Tirst of the three volumes,

1, Ibid., p». L. A
2. Yee Lby's estimste of Parrington, Vol, III, p. x,
3., 1bid,, Vol, II, p., iil,
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Volume II treated the next phase of the libersl-conserva-
tive confliot ce it met thce eremtive force of French romantic
theories, the rise of ocapitalism, and the transition from an
agricultural to uan industriel order.l These forces, treeted
by “arrington s fundamentally cconomic-«rench romanticism
included=«provided the impulse that produced tie romantic rev-
olution in amerioce,? This volume, then, concernod 1tself with
the buoyent spirit of hopefulness that expressed itsel? in dem-
ocerstic programs snd in faith in & benevolent pn:gress.s

The purpose of Volume III was to des) with the slow deocay
of romantic optimism; and the rubject of chief interest wes
the three~fold cause of this phenomenon, the

stratifying of economios under the pressure of cene

tralization; the rise of 8 mechunistic sclence; ungd

the emergence of & spirit of skeptioilsm whiech, under

the pressure of industrialism, the teschings of phys-

iocal science, end the lessons of Furopean intelleotusls,

is resulting in the questioning of the ideal of dem=
ooraoy,..., and the spread of & snirit of pessimism,

Before leaving the aime behind the writing of these three
volumes, und before examining the extent that Parrington ocone
ceived economic forces to huve dominated American thought, one
more point must be mnde: Farrington was not writing & history
of Ameriocan literature, I[ie can be quoted exactly:

It ought not to be necessary to add that in these

volumes I have not essayed to write ¢ history of

Amerioan literature,...but to repest,.,,that I have

been concarned...with the total pattern gf Ameriocan
thoughte=the brouad drift of mejor ideas.”

ibid., Vol. III, p., 1ii,
d.. p. xix,
elit,

Loo. git.

TETd., XX,

R o
e @ o o o
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Two questions rise from whst is revealed of Frofessor
Parrington's aims: were the old world ideals thet osme into
imerlca economic in charscter, including the nineteenth ocentury
solances and the lesseons of Duropesn intellectusls; and were
the foroes that sheped these ldeals Into characteristic Amer-
ican pstterns alsc economic? That is, to what extent aid
Perrington concelve the ldemls and native forces tc be eoonomio
in charsoter?

Parrington was not & striet ecconomic detorminist in spite
of whet & friend has written about him.} Parrington himself
said, "I hold no brief for & rigid scheme of cconomic determine

181'0."2

dconomic Charecter of Idesls 3Zrought to America

ameriean thought, secording to refessor Parrington, ia
the bequest of two interweaving forces: 1idesliem from the old
worlc¢ und & native economlios.® {irofessor rarrington did not
state his theory of the relationship between 1desls and coconomics
except indirectly, but exeminetion of his exposition indicates
that he oconsidered scveral specific ideels to have had an eco=
nomic cheraocter in thet they were sopropristed by economic move-
ments snd in thet they were suntagonists of certain econonie
circumstanges, These idenls, with explanation by Psrrington,
of their economic implicntions, ere trected for the most part

as forces in their own right, He spoke of French romantioism,

. yi_ij.. P. X,
2, Blenkenship, R,, Perrington was "frankly a liberal &nd
an economic determinist." Netion, Vol, 129, p. 142.
3, Parrington, Vol. I, p. 3.
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for instunoe, nand iis effect on Ameriocen thought; he spoke
#150 of the effeot politios, soolel development, snd esonomios
had on litersry culture, 1In every instance, within the limits
to be shown later, 1t was his helief that these forces hed an
econonic oharsocter; ovut Le used the terms as the naméa of foroes
in their own right,l

The idezls of which Parrington spoke wers ,enerslized es
the body of thoughﬁ and customs drought irom the old home.? In
perticulaer they were these: IFnglish Independency, French ro-

mantic theory, the industrial revolution end lsissez faire,

nineteenth ocantury soience, snd Continentel tieories of 00l=
lectiviem,® Wech of thess vill nov be diecussed for economic

implications aug vrarrington saw them,

inglish Indepondency

Trie Pirst of tiege idesls 1o resch Amerioe was Ynglish
Independency, pert of ihe total movement of Puritsnism, It
srrived as Lne rediesl dootrine of nstural rights ss clarified
by Goger ¥illisme wnd John locke, and 1t was entongled with
the congervetive element of PMuritunism: the absolutist theology.
farring ton thourht Puritanism to be the legaoy

of & hundred yecare of Tnglish ideslism, strug-

gling with the kxnotty problems of & complex mode

ern society in trensition from the old siatie

feundal order %o the modern cupltalistio.

The immed iste origin of Puritanism wes theologicel,® but the

See quotation from Engels, p. 47 of this dissertetion,
Parrington, Vol. I, p. 3.

Ig;d., p. 141,
id., p. 5.
lLoa, oit.

Ao
e ¢ « s
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movement 1%sclf can not be understood unless one keens in mind
the sooial foroes thet found it convenient to dress tramselves
in furiten clothes., Theology must be put aside and ettention
faetened on the ~oonomics and politics of the Puritan struggle,
for here economios cnd politins jolned with theology}l Perring~
ton thought thet

Un the whole 1t is no nistaeke to regard the Puritan

revolution ss primarily & rebelllion of the ospabdle

middle c¢lass, whose growing trade interests demended

a lgrger peasure of freedoy than 8 paternul kgng and

8 lnanded aristoorscy were willing to grant.,..
farrington nleo thouwght the significant gifts of Puritenism
to socisl developuent wevre the syatem of capitalism and the
system of purliomentery rovernment,?

Parrington's thesis ig thwt a rising ompitalistic system
borrowed the idealism of Puritunism, originally theologioanl,
and provided the energy that made the Puritan movement, Ime
plying tizt there 1s more thun theology in the form of ruritan-
ism, Parrington esid thet in its primary agsumptions it was a
composite of oriental desnotism and sixteenthecentury monarohe
ism, modified by the medioval conceptlion of a eity-state, The
Calvinistic prinecinle of sbsolutism came dovn through the
Roman fmpire and the Romen Church, and

i1t vas Interwvoven with 511 the institutions and

social formg ogmainst vhios the Heformetion was e

protest .4

The following quotation shows how farrington aooounted for the

L]
Q
(WY
Lo

1. log. cit.
2. m‘-_... po 7-
3. Iog,. oit.
4, Ybla., p. 13,
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acoceptanoe of suritsen theology by a movement primarily eoonomioc:

From the Puriten conception of the stewardship of

talents ocame ¢ nev ethig of work thet provided a

sanotion for middle-oless exploitetion, by supnlante-

ing tie medioval principle of production for cone

sumption with the copitalistioc principle of produce

tion for profit.l
411 of this indicstes how thoroughly iarrington conceived
suritenism Lo be intertwined wiih econowmle elements, IHven
in defeat Puritunismn survived and effected a revolution in Enge
l1ish soo0lsl cheracter of an eoconomioc sort,

It permested the rising tredesman olasg, stirulated

1ts smbition, snd gave i% an ethics preclsely fitted

to ite¢ needs,, . In the sanotion of such an ethios,

woalth beoame the first objeot of soclul desirej and

this 1dgal...w&s mreached under the suthority of re-

ligion,

Tn general the dominant theology in early America wes
Calvinistic absolutism, It was conservetive, ilueh of the
liberalism that vas suppressed in lessachusetts and harried
into the wilderness of Conneocticut and Rhode Island, “arring=-
ton traced to iuthner, There ne left it, saying thut political
freedom was inherent in Luther's doctrine of the sufficiency
of the individunl,® iater, however, English liberalism in
the shapec of direod political theorles reached Americe and
added a new noulding forece to Americs=n idesls, The philosophy
of thils liberalism derived lergely from James Parrington, lLoocke,
and aAdam Smith, These men founded thelr libersl political

theories on economic theories, Harrington wes conoerned with

1. Ibid., p. 7.
2, 1bid., p. 268,
3. 1bid., p. 11,
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8 land economy, and looke was taken up by the "roney economy."
Parrington di¢ not state hie oconception of the way Farrington
and looke originated their philosophies, The liberalism of
this group reeched its high point in the doostrine of laissez
feire, @ dootrine thst dominated Americen thought for a long
time,l It is seen from Parrington's disoussion of Puritenism
and of the political theorles of the :“nglish independency move
ment that he belleved them to have essentially an economic

oharscter.

French Homentic Theory

rench romentic theory, anccording to Perrington, c«lso had
its economic implicetions; but here the movement wag humane
ftarian in purpose invtesd of aiming 8t security of property.
Rousseau, a disciple of Locke, went further then hlis master
and turned poliftics snd economies into sooiology.2 The move=
ment wes radicel, At root it was anerchistle., Its ideal waa
en sgrarion soclety of free-holders,®

The Hew "nglend Henalssanoe, of which Emerson was & high
point, ted, sccording to Parrington, part of its origins in
Furopean thought, was this thought the result of economio
foroces? Again Parrington did not speek directly concerning
ultimate causes, but it seems ap_arent thst he meant only %o
say that the l1deas became cconomic because they could be asnd

were used to olothe economic sins, Three strands of Ruropean

1. 1Ibid., pp. 269-271, Cf,
e, Ibid., p. 271.
S 1d,, P. 272.

Pur'
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thought entered into the New England Renaigsance: soclisl
Utopienism from revolutionary ¥ranoe; idealistio metephysics
from revolutionary Germany; and the culture of literary romen-
ticism, ‘fhese strands interweave end meke varying patterns in
the new-world, <hey stem from a movemcnt that runs basck into
Turopesn history of t!e preceding century:

a movement thet in trensferring economic and

politionl msstery from the sristocrecy to the

middle cluss, in desiroying the worm-eaten feud-

el order und clearing the wey for the new ocapi-

talistio order, laig open & brosd psth into the

nineteenth century. )
This movement was taken up in Americe beozuse the same sort
of economic trensition was ocourring here:

The extraordinery appenl of this vast movement to

the libersl mind of imerioca resulted from the feot

that an identicaul revolution wes under way here,

In Haw tnglend, perheps rwore dremstically than else~

where in imerioa, aristooratic idesls were disin-

tegrating, and the hopes of men were running high,2

It 12 vnfortunate thet Parrington left his position some-
what obsoure, It epocurs thot he did not deny the existence
of oreative individuslism in the importent continentsl philos-
ophies, but by the very weight he gave the economio element
in the social development of such philosophies he indleated
thet as movement: they oved thelr force to economic sources,
The oreative individualism that might be st the ultimete basis
of French humenitarianism, for instunce, wss lost sight of by
mass scceptence of an svelilsble philosophy thut ocould be used

as 8n 8id in reaching fundamentally economioc gosls,

1. Ibid., Vol. II, p. 319,
2. ibid., p. 319,
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The Industrial Hevolution and lafgeez Fajire

The industriel revolution, as another “uropean oontribu-
tion, is explleitly an aconomic movement, &nd nowhere ¢id
Parrington feel the necessity so to argue it, By definition
it 1o the revolution in production snd distribution of oconsumer
goods brought about by modern caplitalism in sudbstituting machine
labor for mmutl lobor, The fundamental phllosophy of caplitale
ism, ‘’arrington said, is the sucred nature of property and of
the right % the scquisition of property, promulgeted by loocke,
This phllosoniy postulates @ govermnent set up to protest, not
to hinder, the indiwidusl in his commereiel enterprise, ..dem
Smith oompleted the philosophy in Wealth of Nations, Covernment
wvas to let business enterprise alone., French humanitarienism,

on the other haend, had 1ts prinociple of laeissez faire besed on

the theory that the government that governed the least was the
most profiteble in terms of individusl happiness, It wae the

inglieh laissez falre that the industrial revelution in iZmerica

followed, The result wag vast centralizetion of wealth and
government responsive to the needs of wealth, The movement is
econonmic, though rerrington does not deny its spiritusl rever-

berations.l

Kineteenth Century ticlence & Continentel Theories
of Collectiviam
Parrington ¢id not live to complete his exposition of the

influence of furopean forces on American thought, Book Three

1, Ibid., Vol. I, pp. 267-273, Cf.
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of Volume IIY was to have been given to the subjects of modern
soience and theories of colleoctivism, F¥rom the printed table
of oontents of materiols Intended to be developed in this bdook
it may recgonably be inferred Parrington intended t¢ =how, in
part st lesst, that the Zuropean intellectuale came to Americe
through the imcricen leftewing vriters: valter K, Weyl, Thorstein
Veblen, Churla: +, 3esrd, ierbert Croly, Zandolph Dourne, Van
syek Grooks, und weldo rFrenk,l whet Psrrington hod to say about
these men ls only Lo be inferred, but it av eers Trom the Table
of Contents thut he intended to discuss them as corities of the
industrial civilization in Americsa,

Concerning solience, the occasionel remerks thet Parrington
mede on the subject Adu not indicate thst he bellieved eoconomio
forces to have been besio in the origins of selence, Upencer
he disoussed without relestions to sconomics,® The rise of
mechenistic psychology was referred to similarly.3 It seems,
then, thﬁf Jerrington did not olerify his opinion; and that,

{ & judgnent must be ventured, he aimed to treat sclence as
en individual force sllied with the industrisl revolution in
br inging sbout the spirit of pessimism that cherscterized ‘mere
lean thought during the period bheing ey;amined.4 He said thie:

The inooming of sclence haed two icmediate results:

the spplicetion o technology to industry that was

to further the Industrisl Hevolution; and the impact

on speculetive thought of the newly discovered gavs
of scicnoa thet wes to ereate & new philosophy.

l. 1Ibiad., p. xxxvii,
2. 1"811%3”.', Vel. III, p. 197.
3. Ibid., p. 413,
4. .s P. 227,

5. bid., p. 190,



93

In addition to this {t should be pointed out thet Parrington
probsbly believed that the forces of ocepitelism borrowed the
foroe of solenoe in much the same fashion ss it took over the
ldcallism of ruritanism, This conoclusion is supported by one
of his outlines of the unfinlished muterisls in whioh he put
the following tople for elsboration: “The ap,.ropriation of
scienoe by the midile cless."l

Had rerrington been pressed Lt is likely he vould have
acknowledged economic determinism to be but one force in the
oreation of hummn thougnt, end es far ss Ameriocan thought is
soncerned probably the greateest, Professor by, writing in
his esti ate of Perrington, made a remark thet in“icates the
truth of this conclusion, le said thet 1% was Perrington's
belief that

The economic forees imprint their merk upon po=

l1itical, socisl, and religious insti tutions; lit=-

eretuse axpresses the result in i{ts thought ocon=

tent,
Hote that hare it i8 indicated thet the foroes of economics
seem to be working on exlsting objeots, and not oresting them,
One certeinly, eside from this, does not have grounds to olaim
Parrington was u striot determinist, for he denied thet himself,
The Pussage is of interest, for 1t shows thet he knew his method
was rather weak in treeting such men ez Poe;

ee.l hold no brief for a rigid scheme of economio

determiniem. I reocognize the rich culture poten-

tieslities thet inhere in individual varietion from
type.....But in such 8 study es I have undertaken,

1, Ipié., p. xxvi,

2. bi Vol. III, p. x.

LAy
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individual wvuriation is significent not for its own
seke, but ratiier for the help it may offer in detere
mining the type.l
Parrington indlcated here thet he had undertaken s definite
tyve of study, limitling himself to showing the economic im=-
print on american thought end institutions, e did it on
the pragmetio grounds that Amerloan litersture and thought
gain their grestest significence vhen studied from the point
of view of economic detorminiem. The welght of 81l the evi-
dence here presented indicamtes 4t best thet Parrington believed

that the Juropean ideals imported to Americs were economic in

character, not that they were determined entirely by cconories,

Yoonomic Forces Netive to America
The second great influence in determining the shepe of

American ideals and institutions was the "silent pressure of

@ free anvironment,"? 3y free environment “srrington was thinke
ing of te frontier and 1l thet it 1mnlies in its influences
on the psychology of indéividuals, on philosophy, on politios,
and on methods of originating weslth, The frontier evolved a
way of living and thinking, It is to he tsken primerily as

an economio force, It was @ store of neturel resources free

to be exploited LYy sny who would moke the attempt, In feshione
ing the mind of Xew ungleond, s an instence, Huropeen idesliem
and the native coonomic conditions were the determining fac-
tora, The latter msde freehold tenure of land possible, The

land i{tself, rather sterile, foroed people to look in pert




95

to mercantile fotivities for livelihood. Out of this developed
a gentry and a group of capable merchants who dominated the
cormonwealth from enrly deys to the rise of {industrialiem,
The net result of these two olasses was & spirit of demooracy.l

Speaking in genersl of the frontier, Parrington said that
it orented the psychology of demooratio individualism, Anolent
habits of thought, old sociel ocustoms brought over from Turope,
wvere destroyed by the frontier, The oreative outlines of our
history were shaped there:

ismerican ideals and institutions emerged in large

part from the silent revolution which during the

middle elghteenth century differentiated the Amere

ican from the transplanted coloniel; n chenge that

resulted from an amalgem of the older English stoock

with other reces, snd the subjeoction of this new

product on « great sgaele to the Influence of 4dif=-

fused lendholding.?
Thus under the influence of the Ffrontier the princ ples of
monerchy #nd aristooracy were overthrown, and the prinociple
of republicenism wes set up. Democracy is natural to the
frontiar.3

The frontier was, slso, the ohlief factor in nineteenth
century Americen metionelism,4 1In addition, the defeat of
the theooratic program of the Presbyterisn church was impliolt
in the deoontralized lend system adopted, These are but iso-
lated instences of frontier dominence over Americen ideals ond

institutiona, Parrington's work exhibits considersble of his

interest and bellef in the frontier as an economic foroce,

Ibid., p. 3, CT,

ibld., p. 151.

bid., Vol, II, p. 1ii,
bid., p. 197, cr.
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The Hoonomioc Origin of Institutions

The two major sources of Ameriocsn thouwht und their rele-
tion, in Parrington's mind, to economic foroes have been set
forth, It ie of interest snd importance to stiempt now to see
ir what manner Professor verrington asttributed to eoconomic
forces the nature of cuch sgpecific institutions es Americen

politios and govermment, lew, &nd literature,

Politios and Government

Po0litioe are here understood ag the secience and art of
governnent, of vhich the ideologloal bsokground is the theory
upon which government is set up and made to function. Governe~
ment is the embodiment of the theory, the instrumont or the
system by which soclety or some of ite members cerry out the
principles of polities, Politlos is the theory. Government
is the form in which politictl theary is put into practice, 4
reader of Prarrington =ill find sbundent rceference to an economio
origin of politliesl theory and goveramentsl form, snd nearly
alwayc vwith specific reference to the United States of Amerios,

As huz alregady been solinted out, Perrington found the
spirit of smeriosn democracy in the spirit of individuslism
that =ug oreated by the pressure of & {ree, sconomic enviromment,
This individuelism was created out of two major fagts: =8 new
race, the originel elements of whieh had i-migreted to Amerios
almost wholly from an economic motive,l and the free environe
mant, Out of these ceme the zociel und nolliticel philosophy

of the older America--gharsoterized as demooraoy.2 Opposing

1., Ibid., Vol. I, p. 133,
2. :E;a., p. 132,
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the demooratioc spirit wes the Tory philosophy. This philos-
ophy, originating in the merosntile olass, which owed its
origins to the frontier, compressed Into & single sentence
18 the will-to-power of the weslthy,l

5%ated thus the philosophy does not sppear to ade
vantage.,.In consequence, much ingenulty in teilore-
ing was nuccesery Lo provide 1t with garments to
covar its nakedness, Embroidered with patriotism,
loyalty, lav und order, it nade & very respectable
appearence, oend vhen it put on the stately rove of
the DBritish Constitution, it vas enormously inpresge
sive. The Tory theory of the British Constitution
may well be regerded asc & mesterpiece of the gentle
art of teiloring,®

Perrington's words here could hardly be ocnlled respectful, but
they hel» to reveal what he oonsldered s fundementel split in
the Tory and Demcorst ideas of the purposce of government, “hat
15 exhibited by the democretic group und the Tory group as
Pearrington suw it, is o conflict of interest: thut will result
in & theory of rovernment sultable to the dominant group, The
two groups represcnt lesser property und greater propaerty, and
the ectual conflict between them at “he close of the Tar of
the evolution wss over the form o1 government that would rule
the Tnited Ctates,

#lthough the problem wes political, the forces that

were driving to & solution were economic, and were

commonly recognized &s suoh, ngrarian znd merocentile

intere=ts opposed emoh other openly snd shaped their

political programs in eccordsnce with their special

needs,,..The struggle between these two schools of

thought determined the finel outcome of s long and
scerimonious contest,

1. Ibid., p. 197.
2. Too. cit.
3. Ibvid., p. 267
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The progrese of this struggle was marked by the confliot of
Jefferson snd Hemilton; whioh must

be reckoned, in part &t lesst, o confiict between

the rivel prinoiples of,, .on agrarisn and a capitol=-

igtio eoconony,

The outoome of this otruggle w111 be shown in the i ge
cuesion on law immedistely ¢ come, lere $the noint has Leen
made thut “arrinston saw that the forcas thet shaped imericsn
nolitiocal and goveranmental theories ond fofms were coonomio
in »urpose, Terlicr it wes shown thet Parrington snw economio
implioations of » dominant neture in the continantel theories
brougnht %o smerics, Here, in nolities and governmentel form,
there is more thsn impliocation, There is outright eoonomio
deterninisn in the struggle of two opposing seihools of sconomio

thought .

lew
ig tue 0?*;1n of lav Internretcd in the soww munner as
the origin of politics und rovernnent? It would scem oorollary
to snswer yvee, for LT tie urnpose of © povernment ig cconomie
in origin, %the cecte of mvarnment vould be consistent with ite
egonomic intercests, A% any ovent, this fe Purrington's nositlon,
The Comstistution 1s the besis luw 0 the Tnited tates,
It was, sald Parrington, the first response io the current
demend for & safeguard against tyrenny, "but 1% wag ei~ed at
the enoroachments of agraricn mujorities rother then &t Tory

minorities."2 The Tory proponente of the Constitution privately

10 I 1' o po 346.
2, s D. 279,
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aoknowledged thelr economio motives and their olees intereats.l
The Tory lesders were Hamilton ond Madison, and “srrington mede
1% olear that he belleved them to be ufter o basic law that
would protect their property righte snd eims, lamilton vas
summarized in these words:

48 the orective organizer of 5 noliticesnl state

answering the neede of = capitalistic order,, . he

seems the most modern snd the most American of

our eighteenth ocentury leaders, one to whom our

industrialism owes & very grest debt, hut from

whonm ogr democratic liberalism has receivod no=

thing.

Opposing the Tory interests In the formetion of the
Constltution were the agrarilan interests, led by Jefferson,
who wished to presgerve v soclsl strusture based on smell land
holdinge, !l!lotice the kind of basic lews Jefferson wented, eo-
cording to ['srrington; and that, though antithetic to the laws
liamilton wanted, they refleoct economic aims:

i free yecomanry he regarded ss thce basokbone of

every great people, the producers of the resl

wealth, the guerdisns of nonly independence; and

the number of factory workers messured for him the

extent of socin)l cdiscase., It 1s this ’hysiocoratio

conception Lthet expluins hie bitter hostility to

protective teriffs, nstional banks, funding manip-
ulabions, the mecshinery of credit, and sll the

agencies of oapitaligm thot Hamilton was skillfully

erecting in Amerioe,

The Constitution as Tinanlly azdopted was ¢ compromise be-
tween the forces of Tedernlism und agrerianism.4 The result

of the oonflict is & bmsico law thet is economie in origin, if

Ibi%., p. 281,
P o 307 .
1biqd., 347,
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lerrington's carller premises sre correct, Parrington, right
or wrong in his theories, is Lo be understocd ss heving followed
smith and Beard in their conoclusions regerding the origin of
smeriocan law, .8 oonolusion to thls, there can be quoted what
Jareington wirute of John Marshell, who hed coueiderable to do
wiih Tashloning :uaericen low efter the ectablishment of the
constitution, ihe situatlon wes & sult cover tie wulidity of
contrects, deid Parrington:

The agrorisu and ocapitelistlo econoinies were engaged

in a mortsl duel; that it snould have been a Virgine

ien who saved the dsy for tie Hamilftonlens, erecting

the ol Federalism into the law Linvestigator's itelios]

of the iurné, sud conduoting by his decisiones stralght to

an augmented, consolidated state, under the shadow of

whose power the development of corporate finance might

go forwasrd without agrerlian let or hindrance, wans a
bitter brew for the Jeffersonian plaenters to drink,}

Coonomic Determinism of Literature

It has alreudy been indirectly shown to what extent Par=-
rington thought religlon wund religlous movements economio in
character, There remolar to suow how fer he carried econonmic
determinism into tihe fileld of literature., Use has been mnde
of taes follicwing quosationg bubt its repetition is worthwhile,
for it providesz & direct, though generyl, znswer to the problem
under disoussion:

I have chiosen t2 [ollow taue broad peth of our polle
tical, economlie, und s=ocisl development, rather
than the narrow velletristio; snc the mailn divisions
of the stud¥ have been fixed by foroes thet sre en-
terior to literary sg oo;s and movements, oreating

&>

PO el e Wi 3 npaep pugaysmpunay W RE want 1l prpseprepuuyy, I Spegrapipynyey

el the study lhave been fixed by foroes that sre en-
“terlor to % terary sohools end movements, oresting
the body of ideas from whigh jiterar og%ture event-
ually springs Linvestigator élfﬁaiios .

1, Ibi¢., Vol. II, p. 26.

2, TIbid., vol, I, p. iif,

e ———
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This Is not to say that sesthetlios or thot the spiritusl
qualities of ort do not belong to the art form and to the erte
ist, but thet the literary content oomee from tho vitel eco-
nomic, politioel und socisl souroes of - mericasn ideas, out of
whioh literary culture springs. Parrington here usec the terms
"political" cnd "social” on the some level as the term "economio”
and a8 though they are distinot items, 45 hus been shown, he
believed that the dominant charsoter of imerican polities,
government =nd law Ls economic. :olitiocel &#néd soeclal forces
ere thus %o be oconsldered, though economic in primery charscter,
as foroes In thelr own right, The term "cooio~-eoonomic” is
appropriate to indicute this,

Parrington, 1t must be noted, is conoerned with more than
what is ordinsrily thought of as literature. For instnnce, in
announcing his subjecot matter for Volume II, he seid:

The literature of this extruordinarily vigorous period

CLfollowing the Amerioen Revolutionl we ere novw to deal

with, not in the nerrow fleld of belles lettres alone

but in the ouilying fields of soocial and po cel

philosophies,

Further develoning this concept of litersture Perrington ssigd
the t our literary hlstorisns have ignored the

world of mesculine intellects #nd meterial struggles.

They have sought daintier fare then polemica, und in

consequence medioore verse has obscured politiosl

speculation, snd poetasters have shouldered aside

vigorous creastive thinkers.

The term "literature" is to be taken broadly; and brosdly

these two quotatione just used reveal Parringtont's socio-

1. Ibid,, Vol, II, p. ix.
2. Ibid., Vol. I, p. vi.
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economic point of view,

But how did Parrington ap;,ly economic determinism to
individual writers? In & dlscussion of pre-revolutionary
literature, Purrington wrote that sulturs and patriotism kept
their eyes on the oounting house:

Ho sooner had business come out for independence

than culture swung over; the wit which would gladly

have remained loyel a&pplauded the oomments of the

countinghouse, and the nevapa{ar essay reflected

the new petriotic sentiments, '

Thie is general; but of Franols Hopkinson, stzted by Parringe
ton to have been a leader of whiggish oulture in Philedelphia,
it wag said thut his

Thiggery was probably commeroial in origin, & re-

fleotion of the ecconomic interests of the merchant

¢luss with whioh he mingled,2
Speaking of Dr, Hopkins' The Anarechiad in a chapter entitled
"The 7ar of Hellesg Lettres,” Parrington said,

Soarcely enother New lngland satire reflects so

sherply the class consciousness that underlsy the

bitter struggle between agrarisnism and capitelism,

It ic a sleshing attack upon agrarian economiocs and

democratic libersllism, & versified echo of the anger

of oredltors who werg Tighting the measures of popu=-

listic legislatures,

And in general of the Hartford Wita, of which Dr. Hopkins was
a member, Perringlton sald thaet they never sulked when their
economnic interests werc touched.%

I% mignt be srgued thst these men were first of all

anything but literary figures., '“hat aboul the morc genuine

1. Ibia., p. 252.
2. Tbid.. p. 254.
5. Tbld.. p. 365,
4, Ibld., p. 367,
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artists, the romentio figures? Did Perrington believe they

could be explained by economic determinism? The romentic move-

ment itselfl was so concelved:
The graepes from which the wvine of romsnoe is vinted
+se.8r2 rooted in the common sarth,, . There is no more
fruitful source of romuntic hope thun & fluid eco=
nomies,

The ebullient romantiolsme, which in politics, economios,

theology, and literature, foresook the homespun past, were

he product of & nction obsessed over the opportunity for

econonio self-exploitation, Trom this condition emerged,
ag naturally sas the cock from the mother sgg, the
epirit of romunoe, gross and tawdry in wvulgar minds,

dainty send refined in the more oultivated, but sle
ways romance, The days of reallism were past...z

Hor observe what Parrington had to say sbout individuals

assigned to the romentic movement: Tirst Brysnt, who is treat=

ed es nore than a versifier of Ameriocan scenery:

A trencrant critic of the rising oupitslism, de~
lighting in exposing the fallaoies of the new eoo=-
nomics und in pricking the bladders of politiocsal
reputetions,, . dryant wes perhaps the most distine-
guished of the liberuls creeted by the revolutions
thot were eatlroning the middle class in power .9

Of Tashington Irving:

fils cheerful optinlem wus Little more ithan the optie
mism of the prosperous,

0f Hermsn lMelville, who wus interpreted ss an escaplisi:
“hen he returned disillusioned from the South Ceas,

«sowhen he disoovered his transcendentsl craftsmane-
ghip driving on the rocks of economic necessity, when

[N
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the publio rejected his mystical dreams &nd he was

inexorably 'damned by dollars', he perforce turned

in upog his own broodings and sought solmoe in

i’lato,
0f James Fenimore Cooper:

iiis busy life covered the middle years of the great

shift from en aeristooratic order to & capitslistic

order, snd this revolutionary change prov%ded him

emple meterials for brooding speculstion,

The *"idesl” seems W heve been g0 dominent an element
of the work of such persons as wmereon and Thoreau thet one
wonders whether or not Parrington included them emong those
wabbad by eoconomic forces., He did, The New Hnglend Rensise
sanoe, & purt of the genersl romantic movement in imerios,
is iteelf expleined by economic forces: the textile system
thet hagd swept over isssachusetts, Out of this arose o new
pettern of life; and & new Utopia, eppromched by way of the
industrisl revolution, reveasled 1ltself, The static order of
agrioulfural ways was shettered, ens, sald rorrington,

with the socinl disruption ceme naturally an intel-

leotusl disruption.,.lhe result was & long bettle

of idees, 8 flerce strupgle between the 0ld deter-

ministic theology e¢nd the new romentic philosophy,

with the viotory slowly inclining to the lstter,

The Lew i#ngland Renaissance produced varied olasses of writers,
Some of them were Antie-sglevery militents. Qlavery wes not
destroyed by these nen, soting us the FNew lingland consclience,
but by the economics of free lebor,4 Thittier wes Anti-slave,

He vog B ‘juaker, whose religion of peace und food will had

Ibia., p. 261,
Tb13., p. 223.
ivid,, p. 318.
Tbid., p. 266.
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been nourished by a narrov domestic egonomy and by social
non-oonformity.l In snother group was Imerson, Toroed to
become & oritic of imerioan life, He calmly pronounced judg~
ment upon the idole of his tinme,

upon State Street and Beacon Ctreet, upon Tebster

and Clay cnd Dougles, upon Lverett and Choate, upon

bleck slsvery snd white, upon the YMexican %ar and

the Fuglitive Jlave Blll, upon the st0lid poor and

the eallous rich,2
Henry Thoresu, during forty years of exceptional sctivity,
sought to Tind an economy thet would provide & satisfuctory
life:

welden is the handbook of &n econunmy that endeave

org to refute Adsm imith esnd trsneform the round

of daily 1life into someth;ng nobler ithen = mean

gospel of plus end minus,v

The romsntic period in /mericen life ocume to an end
following the defeat of western asgrarisnism by eestern cepni-
talism.% The result of eupitslism'e victory wus an /imerica
80 crude end strident thet a spirit of pessimistic oriticism
rose in bitver protest. - dded W the pessimism created by eco-
nomic conditions wne the pessimism that followed the blologloel
sciences and their spparent definition of men ss an automaton,
Literary reslism took the pleoe of romsnticism, and became the
spenking sgent ageinet the progress of industrislism snd orude

individualism thnt eventunted in the stendardizetion of sAmerican

life. iodern Americen literature found its leeding charactere

Ibid., p. 361, Cf,
b .y p' 39?-
Ibid., p. 400,
Tbid., Vol. III, p. 316.
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istic, so Perrington indicetes, in this combination of protest
and philosophioc disillusion:

The mind of the artist is more susceptible to oone-

oraete sociel fuct than to abstraot physiocel prine

oiple, and the swift centrulizing of eoonomics in

the eighties and the nineties nrovided the stimulus

for the extreordinary reversal of thought marked by

the contrast between tmerson snd Drelser,,,Drelser

vag Lhe flirst spokesmen of & later Ameriocs once more

falling within the shaedow of the pessimigm that

springs from every oentrellzed society ghut up withe

in the portsls of stutio economiocs,,.

There io another side to this story of scolo-economic
domination of the significant body of Americsn literature. It
ghould be remembered thot Perrington hud limited hls problem
to this choreoteristic of American thousht, ['is spplicatlion
of the limitetion naturelly forced him to leave holes in his
discussion of American llterary writere, There is no difficulty
of this sort in Volume I, for the few ~riters of the period
essily slip into Parrington's classification; but in Volume II,
Parrington is¢ lorced to ignore by under-emphasis wvriters whose
work has nnd stendard recognition for gqualities that are dise
tinet from social philosophies end conflicts, Yoe, though
treated in two pages, wes acknowledged to possess aesthetic
interest, Longfellow was treated briefly--and gently; but the
disoussions of Irving, Henry Jemes, !ewthorne, end Holmes, even
though oomplirentery in pluces, lesvec the impression thaet
Perrington thought them to have been wesk writere, It mey be
thet they were, but the inference is tnet thelr veekneegs oon-

sisted of u failure or & refusal to enter with a degree of

1. 1Ivbid., p. %19,
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firmness und asonvietion into sontemporary sociecl struggles,
Yarrington found wnat ne oould of spoiul impliestions in the
writings of these men, approved, snd gave the impression thet
he felt diseppointed becuuse there was no more to say, The
following quotations will reveal the attitude, Of Irving:

The industricsl revolution might work iteslf out

a8 it would. The mseventeen years he spent obroad
on his great pllgrimage were blsck years for “nge-
land, Uretchedness and poverty were sll sbout him
if he chose to sece...2ut he ai1d not chooese to cee
and hie consciecnce wus untroubled, 2s he idled
sbout the count¥ryside or visited the hoepiteble
nenor houses, his eye was osught by the grace of
medlievsl shires,.,.ate,

a7 Vawthorne:

He wes the extreme and finest expression of the
refined elicnation from reality that in the end
palsied the ereative nmind of iHew Tngland, Have
inggconaumed his fenclies, whet remeined to feed
on?

Of llolmes:

Romantlc garments Titted him 111, yet he pereiste
ed in tryiang them on, e even got to like them,
and ceme finally to prefer “The Chembered Neutilus”
above his other poems--t strange perveresion of
tuste for & retionmlist. "IThe One~Hoss Shay” is
worth s volume of such pretty morslizing,”

And of Henry Jumes:

The sgpirit of Yenry Jumes marks the last rofine-

ment of the genteel tredition, the completest embodi-
ment of 1ts vegue culturel aspirations, All his 1ife
he dwelt wistfully on the outside of the realm he
wished to be & free citizen of, nid eny other pro-
fessed realist ever remein so persistently eloof

from the homely realities of life?.,.how unlike he

18 to Sherwood Anderson4 an asuthentlc product of the

o

imarican consciousness?

. %g%g.. Vol. IX, p. 204,
* b do, p. 450.

[ 25 d'. p- 4550

. ES%G., Vol. I1I, p. 240,
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The oonolusion to draw from the vsried excerpts used above is
that Perrington, while sware of obvious exceptions to his rule,
believed thut litersture, like polities, governmant, law, and
religion, osrried with it the significant imprint of economio
situetions, In addition literature is to be thought of es
influenoed by social forocs asoting in their own right, Thue
in literery movements wnd in individuzl writers, the sooclo-

eoonomio olsrzcter ls to be sought by the literary soholar,

smeriocan lLitersture and Its 3elstion to Socisl Confliot

To Parrington the signifionnt imerlican writers presented
snd defended programs of & eooial nature, or else spent & large
part of thelr energies in utteoking existing soclial condlitions,
This ic & untural corollery of the soclo~economic principle,
The grestest part of Parrington's work thst he devoted to
literary figures snd works was spent discussing the evidence
of oconflict, Then Parringiton founé & vriter »ho baffled such
interpretation, he was forced to present e distorted picture,
From artists who were charscteristically belletristio or ethicgle-
suoh as, Irving, “oe, longfellow, und Hawthorne--he squeezed
what was to be found of & soclal program or gave up with short
expositions, Agein 1t should be pointed out thut this 1s more
the result of control set by method end theory, rather than
the result of Farrington's nstural inelination, for as will be
shown immedistely after ithe close of this division of the study,
Parrington was not uneware of aesthetleos und their velue,

The basio structure of Parrington's work is the confliot
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betsicen liberal and conservative forces, Anyone femiliar with
the history of the United Statse 1s awsre of the character of
this struggle, Parrington began his discussion of Ameriocen
literature-~here the term "literature” hms 1ts conventional
meaning=~with & chapler entitled "Litersry Tohoes," the refer-
ence belng to tae growing revolutionary snirit smong the Tnglish
colonies:

Clever young umen were turning moderns snd neking
reedy to wage o new battle of the books,l

They took sides, lined up in opposition oconsciously. John
Trumbull and Francis Hopkinson were with the *higs. Jonathan
Cdell nnd Samuel Peters were with the Tory, or loyalist rorces,
Of Odell's "The Jjmericen Times," Parrington wrote:

Jefferson, raine, orris, Adems, Yeshington, and a
hoat of others, are shsllow creatures, in the judge-
ment of (dell, bereft of reason, void of honor, the
very soum of the revolutiomary pot,.,.The attack 1s
rankly and grossly paﬁtisan, m»ith no saving greace
of humor or humanity,

Af%er the suceessful conclusion of the Revolution, the history
of liberaliasm and reaction continued under a different guise;
but literature remsined purtisan

To turn from the fleid of political theory to the
reelm of polite litereture is not to quit the par-
tisan bettlie~ground. The long struggle between
Tedereslist snd Democret ves toc bitter snd obsorbe
ing,..not t conseript gentlemen 4T culture equelly
with poliviclans, Tvery avallable quill wes oalled
to the colors, and s oivil war of belles lettres
broke out, that exceaded In animosity any other
known to our literesry history.d

1. Is1a., Vol, I, p. 248,
2. Tsxg., pP. 259.
3, Ibid., p. 387,
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Jne side in the bottle were the Hartford Wits, nesrly all of
whom were Yale men,

Calvinistio, Tederalistic, admirable represcntatives

of the oligarohical upper oless of the provinoisl

Conneoll cut soolety,.l
The ¥its were purtisan roather than 1ntellectuﬁl.2 Opposed %o
them was (e Treno.i group, led by Freneau, poet of two revo-
lutions, end Joel Bdarlow, ¥Frenesu championed the ceuse of
demooracy, and slong with tiet & seore of leeser ceauses:
Uniterianism, deism, anti-slavery, smericenlsm in education,
The poet wus deeper in Treneau's spirit then partiseanship,
but partisanship dominated his eage and nade his life s stormy
one,®

Upon moving into the period following the Revolution, the
historisn comes uoon the conflict between the lorth and the
South, trested by Perrington as = oconflict of ecconomic sys-
teme, The literature of Lotk regionz reflected purtisanships,
conciliatory or violenily antagonistic, In tue early days of
this conflic*® Caruthers und dennedy wrote romances that re-
flected their positions, OFf Kennedy, Perrington saiad,

i‘he sotlre iz &« capltalistic counter to the agrarian

attack on the risling money power, and it is colored

by the ohaegrin of sentlemen who find themselves dis-

placed by plebgi&ns.4

Un the frontier rose the Davy Crockett myth. This, Pare
rington wrote, snd denied the possidility of his veing in

error, wes in its later development v delliberate fabrioation

1, Ibid., p. 359,

2, Tbid., p. 367,

3. Ibid., pp. 368-380, If,
4, Ibid., Vol, II, p. 55,
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in the service of an interest frankly pertisan, It was the
work of politicians, It was & masterpiece of Whig strategy
to gull the aimple.l

In the North, vhen the gethering foroes of the war of
the Rebellion were springing up, literary vwork wes markedly
partisan; end even sucit sloof members of the Brahmin ceste
as lolmes during this period took psrt in & conflict: he weas
an unspering oritic of romantic equaliterianism,?

One of the greﬁt figures in Americen literature is Merk
Twain, Perrington said that muoch of Twein's work is oriticel
of the Amerioe in whioh he lived. The Gilded Age, Huokleberry
Finn, and The Conneoticut Yaenkee, to mention only the most
popular of Twein's work, embody resction to contenporary eoo=-
nomic, political and philosophiosl ideals., In the instence
of the latter, there 1s hetred for a Christian civilization
thet pretends to love God while it enslaves the ohildren of
Cod.®

with the complete ssoension of the middle olass to nower
in imerice and with the oorresponding feilure in the aims and
hopes of the social idealists who had prayed for an Amerioe
with @ wide base of soclal jJustice, a olass of orities rose
that mesde neocesssry 8 olass of defenders of the thing oriticized:
capitalism., One of the first important literary defenses of
oapitolism wae llay's The Ereadwinners., It is Parrington's

opinion thet this book is

1., Ibid., pp. 173-177, Cf,
2, Ibld., p. 456,
3. rsIdo’ v01. III’ pﬂ. 86-101' Cr.
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cleurly @ pertlisan defense 0f economic individualism,
an sttack upon the rising lebor movement, & grotesgue
satire smeared with an unotuous morality,,.a perfect
expression of the spirit of the upper-olasgs imerioa
in those uneasy eighties Yith their strikes and looke
outs and Ilaymsrket riotse,

In the eerly eighties a rescotion against oanitelism ceme
from the sgrarians in the middle west, Harold Frederie,
Joseph Kirklend, and Heamlin Carlend were snokesmen. They
provided

he first conscious literery reasotion to the sub-
Jeotion of agrioulture to capitslistio exploita-

tion and 1t was marked by the bitterness of s de~
ceying order,2

Edward Bellamy's lLooking Dackward is e good example of
the role pertisanship ocan take in litersry form, It is &n
edvocate of a certain sort of soclety, end it is so interprete
ed by Professor Parrington,d

The lest words in Parrington's manusoript revesl his
concept of how .mericen litersture entered into sooiasl confliot,

0ddly enough it wes in the Wes$ that the new spirit

first expressed itself most adequately;...Frenk

liorris in Californla, Dreiser in Indiena, Sher-

wood Anderson in Ohlio, Mssters and Sandburg and

Veohel lLindsey in Illlnois, were the spokesmen

of the resentment welling up in the Ameriocan heart

at the loss of the older freedom end individusl

dignity.4

These men were the opponents or proponents of capiteolism
end its methods., They illustrate for Parrington the essential

element in the so0cial reletionships between the Amerioan artist

l. Ibid., p. 174,
2. Iﬁ%g.: p. 288,
3. 1ibld., p. 318,
4, IbId., p. 319.
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end his cnvironment, The individusl artist, such es Preneau,
may have vished % sgpend his ti»e sesrohing for end contemplae
ting besuty, but economioc conditions led him into s right in
which ert was the reapon, Only suoh rare individuels s oe
could stend in steudfest, though bitter solitude sgeinst the
pressure of environment; but not even roe, i‘crrington sald,
could escape being violently damned end emotionally loet in
an economies thnt hes had no time for loveliness, ond if he

is to be understood, he must be studied by the poyohologist
and by the sesthetio oritic,l

rarrington and sesthetics

One oY the things that strikes a reuder of Kain Currents

in smerioan Thought is the fuot that Parrington felt the tug

of cgesthetiocs, It is not thut he saild so, but that the tug

waes cormunicated to his pen, Often he took the zesthetlic sritic
to task, socolding him for our feilure to understand Bryant,
saying that the belletristic impetience of any incureion lnto
metters of fect is to blame.? e sald in enother plece that an
exageernted regurd for esthetic valuee has been the hundiocap of
gehteel tradition.® Yet one comes upon such remarks as the
following about ¥rs, Stowe without a sense of inoonsistenoy,

for they come from s natwural instinet in srrington's heart:

Riohly endowed though she wac her work has suffered

the fate that pursues those who forget thet beauty
alone survives after emotion subsides.4

Ibia., Vol. II, pp. 58~59,

1pid., Vol. I, p. vi.
bi Vol, II, p. 378.
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[ ] L ] e [ ]



114

Certainly it wes not on the basiz of beauty that Parrington
undertook to evalusate Americen thought and literature, but
rather on the basis of Jeffersonian libersliem. In such sym=
paethetic statements as Lie following &bout Freneeu onc sees
agein the tug of aesthetles on Terrington:

After ell, the poet in Frenesu wes deeper than the

partisan,...Iin moments of relesse from cares he found

solaoce in the noetry thet welled up from the ugem~

bittered depths of a rich and generous neture,
0f Cebell, ‘rofessor Yarrington wrote in an essay that secms
to this writer primerily sesthetio apprecistion and to 1llue-
trate “urrington's tendenocy 4in the mesthetic direction, this
line:

I have galled r, Cabell & poet, and the justification

lies in his persistent idealization of life in terms

of beesuty.2
And this of tae seme "poet™:

Tihie practioal, the conventionel, are alien to the

deeper reality whionh is shadowed forth by emotions

and dreems; which refuses to disclose itself nekede

ly, but hides behind symbols, haunting the mind

even while one is pottering among inconaequentials.3

Form {n art, or sestheties, is undoudtedly more then s
boundary ol roumsceribing factual content, It ig en attempt by
the use of symbols and shapes to disclosn the reality thest
transcends the practical and the conventionasl, Vhen lerring=-
ton directs his attention to this, ne iz belng the aesthetio
eritic, The aesthetic undercurrent runs through all of ler-

rington's work,

Ibid., Vol. I, p. 380.
Ibid,, Vvol, III, p. 337,
Toid., p. 339.
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Paprington's Liberaliem

Parrington's liberalism is importsnt beosuse it geve the
angle to his coritical inclinetion,

Professor Parrington vams & Jeffersonian demoorat;1 and
to Parrington, Jefferson, of all the grest thinkers of the
constitutional period, wae the most vitsl and sugegestive, the
one to whom leter geaarutions could return most honei‘ully.2
This means thet Jarrington's libersl roots go baok to the French
Revolutlon snd the humeniterion {deels that insplred it,

Jefferson wag an eagrarien, "the most original and native
of the political leaders of the time,"

Tar more completely than sny other /Amerloesn of his

generation he embodlied the ideslisme of the great

revolution~~its faith in human nature, its economio
individuelism, its conviotion that here in Amerioas,
turcugh the instrumentality of politiecal denocrecy,

the lot of the oommon man should somehow be mode

better 4
Jefferson found his iceels in the "bagk=-to-nature" philosophy
with 1%s "ocorollsry of agrarisn economics,"d® He substituted
the "pursuit of happiness” for "property.” le sought decen=-
trelizetion of povernment end a decentralized system of eoo-
nomios based on smell land boldinge. Ie Lelleved that central=-
ized eoconomics brought centrslized politiocal control with a
corresponding politisal tyranny. He wes physiooratio in his

hatred of Federullztlo eoconomic machinery: tariffs, banks,

1. Iblg.. VOl. I’ p. 1.
2. %.' p. 356.

Se ;b gap P. 342,

4, 1ibid., p. 343,

5. Iog. ait.
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eredits, funding manipuletions, He concelived the truly pro-
duetive form of lebor % be egriocultural. DBankers, manufao-
turers, and middlemen were thowht to be sterile, Government,
he believed, 18 inherently u% wer with natural freedom: thus
government should be kent st 8 minimum end should be tarminable.l

The moclial ideslism of the Jeffersonlang, socording to
Parrington, dic¢ uot suflffer in a compsrison vith the social
idealism of the Hamiltonlens, srrington wrote:

It is & contrast in sociel oculture, Iin humene 1deals,

in interprcictions of the native genius of Amerloa;

and in the comperison it ig not the Virginis Hepublie

can who suffers,2

It 1&g this spirit and this philosonhy that animsted Pere
rington, Yet he was not optimistio, T¥e wis nourly ready to
ocongede defeat, and at times the bitterness of frustration
entered hise words in cutting ocomplaint ageinst the superior
power of the asconomic forces thut oerented Federsliem in Amere
1ece and gave it the vioctory owver Jeffersonianism, He ssild of
‘Thomas Paine;

Like 811 1denlists he made the mistake of under-

ast imating the defensive gtrength of vested in-

terests, and their akill in arousing the mob prej-

udice, His thousands of followers smong the dis-

franochised poor ocould not protect his reputation

against the sttacks of the rieh end powerful,

Although reeson may "meke it8 own way,” it malies

1ts way with wearieome slowness snd st unreuson=-

able ocost,d

And sneaking of slavery, he wrote,

Ibid,, Vol, II, pp. 10-14, Cf,
1bid., p. 19.
Ibid., Vol, I, p. 341.
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After the Zmesncipstion Proolemation oame the
Fourteenth Amendment, and out of thet ceme the
triumphant gospel of "due prooess of law.” The
devil understands the ways of the world too well
to beoome discouraged st & temporary set-baok,
for if righteousness suoceeds in breaking the
bonds that bind a generation, he knows that the
market plsce osrries an ample stogk of new oords
t0 replsce those thet are broksn,

snd of Thoreeu, these pessimistic vords reveal the bditterncsas
thet at times perveded l’arrington's soul:

He was the completest embodiment of the laissez-

gaire resction agninst & ragimented socisl orﬁer,

e severest oritic of the lower economior that

frustrate the dreams of humen freedom, o was

rortunate in dying before the age of exploitation

had ohoked his river with 1ts weeds; fortunate in

not foreseceing how remote ig thut future of free

men on which his hopes were fixed.?

fert of Parrington's pessimiasm ovn be 1leid to the psychology
of the individusl vho mhkes up the masses, Pessimism was in pert
his ressction to mecheanistic science. ‘here does politiocel equele
ity an? even ultimate hunun perfecotion come into & soclety that
ie made u» of blologlenl unequals and of lowe-grade automatons?

If the mess=--the rav materials of democragcy~-never

rises mush sbove sex ap;eals and belly needs, surely

it is poor stuff to try to work up into an excnllent

civilization, und the dreams of the soociel ideslist

who forecasts o glorious demooratic future are eabout

ag substuntiel as moonshine, It is a discouraging

as8ay .o

The intelleotuel history of Ameriocun liberalism, Parrington
said, covering three hundred yesrag, has nenifested three pheses,
It started with Celvinietioc peszimlsm, vent into romentio opti-

mism, snd has now ambraced mechanictio pessimism, It was a

1. Ibid., Vol. II, pp. 260-361,
2, 1Ibld., p. 413,
vld., Vol, III, p. 413,
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sorry trip, but is the end as now known the actusl finish of
the adventures of liberalism attempting to fashion e new society
out of & new, virgin world? This muoh is oclear:

An industrislized soclety is reshaping the psychole
ogy fashioned by an agrarian world; the pession for
liberty is lessening and the individual, in the prese
ence of oreature comforts, 1s being dwarfed; the
drift of centrslization is shapins its inevitable
tyrennies to bind us with, Whether the quiock oon-
oern for humen rights, that wes the noble bequest

of our fatiers who had drunk of the waters of Frenoh
romentic falth, will be carried over into the future,
to unhorse the machine that now rides men and to
leaven the sodden mass that 1s industrisl Amerios,

is a question to whioh the gods as yet have given no
enswer, Yet it is not without hope that intelligent
smerica is in revolt., The artist is in revolt, the
intellectual i8 in rewlt, the consolience of Americe
is 1in revolt,

Though Perrington's book is a history of the defeats of
liberslism, the lesson is one of hope, The years since rare
rington died would surely heve disturbed him, but perhaps he
would have seen them with the long view snd have found come
fort in the thunder of attack and counter attack that terrifies
the world., 4ll is not lost until hope is gone, and in spite of
his bitterness Parrington hoped. Ille could not hsve written

Main Currente in American Thought merely as the burial ground

of hisg Jeffersonian liberalism,

ggtimate of Parrington's Critiocsl Position

The estimate of rarrington'’s oriticel position consists

of two parts. The first of these is an estinate of Perring-

ton's rank among his ocolleagues, This oan be ascertained by

1, Ibid., p. xx,
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examining the reviews written of Main Currents in Amerigsen

Thousht end by gathering comments from scknowledgments or from
references 1n books on literature, The second estimate is con-
cerned with the logloal validity of the philosophical conoept
of econonic determinism of ldeas, There scems to have been

no such analysis upplied to Parrington’s work, 7The investige-
tor will undertake to state the faotors that enter the problem,
It 18 to be understood thet his stetements sre expressions of

his personsl opinion,

Parringtonts Renk Among !iis Colleagues

The Tirst two volumes of Masin Currents in smericsn Thought
appeared early in 1427, The reviews, though 8t ilirecs adversely
eritioal in matters of etyle, were complimentary, The following
excerpts reveal how Farrington's work wszs received: Carl Van
Toren in the New York ierald Tribune wrote,

The influentiel Americen writers sre individuelly cone-

sidered with freshness and brillience, 3Hut the treste

ment as a vholes goes decldedly beyond morst literary

history.l

%, Brown in the Csnedisn Historiocel Review wrote,

Seant attention ie given to the discussion of form, end
writers vhose literary merit would soarcely ju:ctify passge
ing notice are given 8 place beocsuse of thelr importance
in moulding or handing on idess, Canadian resders will
£ind here much ve luable comment on /imerican influenoces
which have affected Cenadlan history, #nd on ideas which
have run 8 more or less similar course in Canasds and the
Uni ted Stetes, The author's style is pungent and clesr,
although nothing would heve been lost, had he more often
restrained his love of polysyllablee.2

1, Van Doren, ¢., New York Hereld Tribune: Books, Msy 1,
1927, p. 8.

2, Brown, 4, Cenadian fistoricel Hevigw, lept,, 1927
Vol.'e,'p.'A@L-a ; » BOPEe '
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Helen Houston in the Independent wrote,

This ls by no means & new subject, but it takes on
new life under a vivid imaglnation, 8 lively sympathy,
8 well-stored mind, and & grsceful and foroeful use
of ¥nglish,l

Y

C. 7. Fadiman in the Literary Review wrote, after his summary

of Maln Currents in wamericsn Thought,

This skeleton summary gives no hint of the richness of
the book, its evocation of & hoest of minor figures, its
rediscoverles of lost literary gold mines, the metiocu-
lousness of its formal puttern., CUonsequently coriticism
may seem ocaptious. Yet one can herdly refrein from come
ment on & few confusing embiguities,..But these ore minor
objections to & vork which offers 80 swesning yet metiocue
lous en interpretetion of our ismerica; whose sBober e&nd
chaste prose (not always 8& concise as it might be)
rounds out hslf a hundred represcntetive Americans; whioch,
like Dr, Beard‘'s history, consummates & critiocsl movemegt
and inuiontea 8 thoussnd peths for future interpreters,

C. A, Heard wrote in the Nation,

In ourrying out his project he hus written a truly sige-
nificant book; according to the signs on every hand, &
work that promises to be epooh-making, sending exhilarate
ing gusts thirough the deadly miasma of ascademic eritiocism,%

P, H, Doynton in the Hew Republic wrote,

On the whole, he has shown & surprising disregard for
the inportance of the frontier as introduced into hise
tory by ¥, J. Turner,..Yet,. Mr, Parrington's undertek-
ing 18 &n irmpreesive one, impressively carried out
through two of the announced volumes, It does not need
current report to revesl that it has been the work of
years, Ho book of suoeh substence and such susteined
quality ocould have been turned out in short order or
under high pressure,,,.lt tekes its place worthily in
the ranks of the various broesd surveys of history, phi-
losophy, science, religion and litersture whioh are a
slgnificant sign of the times,4

A reviewer in the New York Timesg wrote,

1, Houston, H,, Ind dent, Oct,, 1927, Vol, 119, p. 412,
2, TFadimsn, C, P., tera Review, April 30, 1927, p. B.
3. Beard, C, a., Nat ’ y 18, 1927, Vol, 124, p. 560,
4. Doynton H,, New Repuyblis, July &, 1927, Vol. 851,

P. i
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Professor Parrington's volumes form an admireble supe +
plement to the Beards' work, It is muoh more exhsus-
tive in {its trestment of the Colonial period snd in its
disoussion of the idess whioh were csrried to this ooune
try from sbroed. The outstanding contribution of 'The
Rise of imerioan Civilization' is its interpretstion of
the economic foroes whioh have orested the imericen of
today; Yrofessor Parrington, while not underveluing the
idea of eoonomic determinism, hus given fulier considera-
tion to politicul theory as such, and has made & much
wider und more thorough examination o{ general ocultursl
ideas as expressed in our litersture,

An unsigned review in Outlook conteins this stotement:

jlere is freczh angd origlnal interpretstion of the more
influentienl tendencies in smeriocan thought and genti-
ment fron colonia)l days to the outbrezk of the Civil
%ar, Though professedly written from a Jeffersonian
stendpoint, the recl attitude ia ultra-modgrn, and the
text indublitably detes itself as nostewar,~

o

K. B, ¥urdock in the Yale Review wrote,

Mein Currents in Americen Thought will interest students
of history; it sho awake historiens of American lit-

ersture to the possibilities in o new method of approach;
and to all its readers it will bring & generally acocurate
tracing of significent lines in the growth of American
ideas and 8 geries of valuable brief discussions of cer-
tain men of letters,

#nd I, S, Canby wrote in the Ssturdey Review of Literaiure,
Ihis is ¢ work of tThe first imvortunee, lucld, compre«
hensive, scourate as sound scholarship should be, and
alsc challenging, original in its thinking, shrewd, and
gometimes brillient. It ie the book which historisns
and oritics of Americen literature hove been waiting
and hoping ror.%
“hen the third volume of cerrington’s work = opeered in 1930,

reviews greeted it with epprovetion, Carl Van Doren wrote in

the Hew York Hersjd iribune,

Unslgned, %g; Yory Iimes: Books, iay 1, 1927, p, 3,

Unsigned, Qutlook, July 27, 1927, Vol. 146, p. 418,

Murdock, K. B., Yole Review, Jen,, 1928, Vol., 17, p. 388,

Canby, H, 8., ESaetyrde eview of literature, June 25,
1927, Vol. 3, p. 989,

> (R 1o+
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If he had lived to finish this third volume it would
have beei the best treatment of these matters ever
written,

%, P, Brown in Current listory wrote,

One may well regret that the author did not live to
complete his great study of Ameriocan thought, but even
in its present form it iz s stimulating and valuable
oontribution towards an evalustion of /mericen intel-
lectual history,.2

J. D, A, in the New York Times wrote,

Professor Parrington’s work vill stend unquestionably
es & vital and originel contribution to our oultural
history. No critio, it may be ventured, can henceforth
work in the seme field without debt to the author,

Harry Hensen in the llew York World wrote,

Unfortunately it is fragmentary, aml even the completed
essays laok the convinoing charaster of those in the
first volumes, DBut while not the capstone to his life
work, this book reveals how much American oritiocism lost
by Parrington’s early death,

And in Survey Leon Thipple wrote,
Parrington in these three wlunes offers the lergest
view of American culture we possess, lis oriticism is
informed and 1ln perspective, He is no respeoter of pere
sons, old or new, The view he urges is perhaps too pre-
dominantly economic; he was slien in thought to our mod-
ern psychology of individuals, But he had soope-=-and
we need socope!
Several judgments were discovered in the books examined for
traces of Parrington’e influence., Cuch judgments are useful in
arriving st & decision regarding Parrington's rank among his

oolleagues, Percy ., Boynton, in Literature and Ameriocen life,

remarked that Perrington was the most substantiel historilan of

the whole course of Americen letters.® Reuben Post Balleok, in

1, Van Doren, C,, New York Herald Tribune: Books, Hov, 30,
1930, p. 4.
2. Brown, R, ., Current History, Deo., 1930, Vol. 33, p. 10.

3'
* J.D.i., New York Times: Books, Nov, 9, 1930, p. 1.
«. Tensen, T Nex York Mo 00t. 23, 1020, p. 14,

5. whipple, L., Survey saﬁ%gi 1931, Vol. 85, p. 396,

6, Doynton, P, H., Litoraggre and Amerioen Lito, p. 7.
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Ihe Romance of Ameriesn lLiterature, wrote that only reocently
and through the work of larrington has it beoome possible to
claseify Ameriocan authors in s new, simple, and more logioel
way: by the dominant movements of en sge.l ZRuseell Blanken-

ship wrote in Americen literature a&s an ZIxpression of the lae

tional Mind that “aerrington's vork was "monumental,."2 John

Hacy, editor of :merican “riters on Americen literature, wrote

in his prefece that "the best worl” by one man is Vernon Iouis

<2

Perrington's pMain Currents in Americen Thought,..lle was scholar

end teagher, "9

£n exemination of these remarks snd oxcerpts mekegs the
following oconclusion possible: Parringlion was acoented by his
colleagues with only minor reservation, He wvag oriticized for
oococesionel inaocuraoy, for occasional ambiguity, and for over-
emphasis of his point of view; but the main tenor of ell the
oritioism was to acoept his work as s brilliently written, vale
uable contribution to the history of Americen culture,
An Kstimote of the Principle of Economio
Determinism of Thought

In estivatlng arringtou's position on the principle of
soonomic determinism of thought it shculd be kept in mind thet
Parrington did not exclude sesthetics from & complete ploture
of litersry art. Wit he sotually believed concerning economie
determinism is not clesr, He wrote, however, vith a falrly oon-

sistent economic point of view; end he asserted that socio-eco-

1, Hslleok, R, P,, The Romenoae %g American Literature, p. 111,
2. Blankenship, R,, AmeriEa% Litersture ee &n E;proasigg of

the American Min P. vl
3. Maoy, 7., Americen ¥riters on Ameriosn Litersture, p. xvi,
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nomic forces were the substructure out of whioh litersture

and litersry movements spring.l In another place he wrote
that e held no brigf for s strict spnlication of esconomic de~
terminism;2 yet Blankenship, who knew Parrington, has written
that Parrington wes "frankly & liberal and an economioc deter-
minist.”S The following esti~ate of the principle of eoconomic
determinism is therefore mode with this uncertainty in mind,
and the principle iz treated es sn abstraction rather then as
a specific “arringtonisn tenet,.

The prinoiple of economic determinism of 1ldeas holds that
ideoclogies find their primary creative forces in economic sit-
uetions, This 1s to say thet thought is not, even in part, a
oreative funotion of tﬁe mind, and that it is oreated only by
economic factors outside the mind, Probebly most modern thinke
ers are willing to say that eoonomic foreces explain & oconsldere
able element of sociel 2nd human phenomena; but by no means is
everyone willing to allow economic Jeterminism to hold the abe
solute nosition frequently olaimed for it, To me the dogma of
sbsolutism is illogical. To say that economic forces are the
primary source of thought is to fall into the error of over-
simplification., It is to draw & sharp line where lines are
vague, I% is to ignore fastors hard to explein, simply by re-
fusing to oonsider them, It is to stute ss ¢ fact something

thet has never yet been satisfactorily demonstrated in any other

1. Perrington, Vol, I, p. 1ii,
2, Ibid., Vol, III, p. xx,
3. nkenship, R., Hation, Vol. 129, p. 142,
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field of thought: that & first onuse is known,

Are there no non-economic foroes that might influenoce the
ereation of thought? Are there no thoughts that require other
then an economic¢ explanation?

Toononmie forces themselves are meaningless exocept in terms
of & sooiety or of an individual, To leave out the individusl,
who is the ultimate unit of sociel l1life, who reslly is the mech-
enism responding to stimuli, will result in distortion of phi-
losophic oconoepts-~unless it iz true thet the individual is abe
solutely unable to provide for modification of responses., BEven
granting that ell the external stimuli whloh produce thought
are eoonomic, which I do not, it still seems {0 me that the ine-
dividusl modifies the responses, There apnear to be none-eoonome
1o elements in personality, snd thst this would meke the total
response of the individusl only partly economic in character,

‘The human will and the 1deal goal of the will are strong
elemente conditloning response to stirmuli., Not even iarx and
kngels denied the existence of individual will power, Their
olain was that no single vill could resch its goal becuuse of
interference by other wills. The goal actuslly reached would
necessarily be & resultant of all wills acting =ithin the sphere
of interest. Yet obviously the goal is influenced by humen
will,

An individuel 1is s complex system of instinets upon which

8 superstruct're has been reised, 1In no case, however, does

it seem % me that the individual may be exnleined by isolat-
ing and tegging the instinots and the elements of the super-
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structure, The whole system of items forms & self, A response
by any one of the mechaniams of the system will meet the orite
foel judgment of the self and be found satisfeotory ar not on
8 basls of the self's interests, and not on & basis of the in~-
stinot responding. The interest of the self is an cutgrowth
of the self's interpretation of velues of i1ts own good, As the
self develops 1ts will, or its consoiousness of the values that
satisfy the will, it learns to set up objective standerds of
all values that eventuelly may become an ideal, material or ab=
stract, toward whioh the individual strives, ¥hen this has
happened, the individusl has 8 polioy which sets the standsrd
upon which the will ohooses ite responses and judges the amount
of satiafeotion gained.

The implicetion of this system of instinots controlled by
a will oconscious of its policies is that there is s fixed aele~
ment in humen nature tinst helps determine vhat the response to
a stimulus will be. The whole story does not reside in the na=
ture of the stimulus. The individual, faced by economic situ-
ations, and sensitive to the demends of the will, mey very well
add to his response something thae t ie not owed to the economio
situations, It ie my belief that the individual does edd to
his responsea, Put into generslization this means that eny
explanation of an institution or ideology that leavea man out
is only & partial explanetion, There sre plausible foroe¢s 1in
men thet should be oonsidered.

The same general conolusion may be resched by exemining

the charsoter of men's needs. Are all needs economioc in ocharso«
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ter? It seems to me thet to say man'é wants and the posaible
objects of satisfaction are all economic is to take too narrow
& view of man himself, It 1s, of oourse, recognition of the
obvious to say thet a grest deel of men and hia sctivities ia
ooncerned with the economio, The business of keeping elive is
lergely thet, 3But there are other factors that enter into men,
even into hig keeping slive, DBecause of the fect that these
feotora appear slways to have been pert of human nature, it
seems to me tist we may ocall them innate, The humen need to
satiefy such interests as those of sex, rhythm, simpliolty,
harmony, end socieblility is probably as potent &s the need to
satisfy economic intereets; and if need and the objeots that
satisfy the need are able to give the creative impulse to thought,
it is not logical to exoclude ell needs except the economic¢ when
stating the theory.

Sex and harmony are extremaly powerful elements in s sys=-
tem of human wents, The literature of sex, implying as it does
& body of thouzght oreated to maxe tha literature, ocan not be
eynlained in all of its characteristios by economic factors,
There is something in 4t thset beloungs only to the need and to
the objects of satisfaoction. As for hermony, it, with 1its olear
conneotion with rhythm, simplicity, beauty, and other aesthetic
elecments, would sppear to be part of the root of artistic and .
intelleotual expression, It 1is not only becsuse of a future
good to humenity thet an individual seeks to discover the laws
of the universe and to find in them the ocontrolling principles

of human sctivity, There is in msn the need to dlscover hearmony
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and meaning for the sake of the experience of discovery e&s
vell as for the saxe of better control of environment, The
response that follows an experience with intellectual beauty
18 valuable in ltself; and it is not illogloasl to wonder whethe-
er the theory of economic determinism, & masgnifioent oconception,
finde 1ts greatest source 1n man's need for experience in heare-
nony, rather thean emtirely in his nceed to act in economio terms,
Mathemetics quite likely rises from man's quest for intellectual
beauty fully as muoch a3 1t rises from economic necessity. A
work of scholarship, like a work of art, is undoubtedly in part
an effort to reach the satisfactory glow that comes from heving
reduced 8 problem to its principles, The principles do not need
to be applied in order to produce the gzlow,

Surely 1t is a narrow view of human nature that says its
only needs are eoonomic. Do thoughts of death rise only out
of the bread and butter conditions of 1life? Is there not an
inesocapable element of innate ouricsity, and of poignancy st
having to say farewell to a state of being which in the main
is satisfactory and which the poet, or thinker, would like to
keep for non~economic values, The literature of death, like
that involving sex, forms so large a portion of humen culture
thot 1t oan not be ignored by & theory accounting for the origin
of 1deas. [Foonomio determiniem does not eppear to explein such
a literature,

A specific example of ideas thet do not have & complete
explanation in economios mey help, It has never been demon-

strated just how the mind works, but a ocommon sense understand-
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ing of the principle of economic determinism does not show any
way to eccount for the whole of the following poem by George
fentayans, which, as the ochanoe has fallen, is itself e stete
ment of how idees originate:

O world, thou choosest not the better part!?

It 1s not wisdom to be only wise,

And on the inward vision close the eyes,

But it is wisdom to believe the heart,

Columbus found a world, and hed no chaert,

Save one that faith deoiphered in the skiles;

To trust the soul’s invinocible surmise

was all his soience and his only art,

Our knowledge is ¢ toroh of smoky pine

That lights the pathway but one step ahead

Aoroase o void of mystery and dread,

Bid, then, the tender light of faith to shine

By which alone the mortal heart iz led

Unto the thinking of the thought divine.l
The moterial of this poem rises from humsn need, but the need
does not seem to have an eoonomioc source., Without intending to
open the debate over the origin of the spirituel qualities in
humanity, the need defined by uentayane's poem transoends feoe
tual reslity and rises from the humsn desire to set up explanae-
tions thet will give order to the oomplexity of the universe,
Ag I have said, order 1s more then an eoconomio necessity in
sucaessful living., It seems to me to be the eesence of being
alive,

The oonclusion to these speculative inferences would seem
to be the¢ the principle of economio determinism does not hold
the absolute position frequently olaimed for 1it, It is une
doudbtedly en explenation of many phenomena, but it does not

have a demonetrated ¢leim es & totasl explanation of all phe-

1. Sentayena, Ceorge, "0 Vorld, Thou Choosest Not the Better
Part." Taken from L. Untermeyer, lodern Ameriocsn
Po t f ] po 1360



nomena, Man apparently nses noneeconomic o'w:iracteristios whioh
modify &1l of his reletionships with his environment, inoluding
the subjeot matter of his lliterary erts,

Jarrington was ssfe when he diseclaimed a rigld economlo
determinism at work on americsn literature., Bul he inevitadly
appears to give n one~sided interpretation to his subject by
excluding the scsthetic from his diccuselion. As a consequence,
and g he well Knew, he must be read ss presenting to the schole
ar's atsention ons view of imeriocan thougnt, It 15 &8 view that
must be corrected for perspective by aodpliocation of different

angles ol sigut,

Summery

The documen tary exposition of Parrington'’s tenets hes
deveioped elght toples, The chief effort has been to find the
philosophioc conoepts thet underlie the plan of Hain Currents
in Americen Thought,

It wos Parrington's general intention to dlsouss Americsn
thought not es & problem in belles lettres, but as rising from
social, politiocul, snd economio souroes, As an additionel
element in his Intentions was the use of Jeffersonian liberal-
ism sg s oriterion of value,

Parrington believed thet imerican thought owed its primary
source to two sete of foroes: (1) Kuropean ideels and move-
ments imported to America, end (2) & native economics, It was
Parrington's oconcept thst these foroes were dominately economio

in the Tforms that reeched Ameriocoe., This economic character
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left its imprint on Ameriocan thought, having worked through
such institutlons s politlcs, government, =2nd law, A further
developmant of Perrington's soolo-goononic principle wag found
in his oongent that Amerloan thought hes been in n large pert
concerned in the confliots thut have characterized iLmerioan
history, inerioean thousht being partisen aud oritioel,

In spite of Parrington's interest in soclo~egoonomic deter-
minism there iz in his worlk an under-current of the sesthetic,
indlosting thet he wns not completely comforteble within the
limitetions he had set for hls task, Even within his philosophy
of Jeffersonlan liberalism, he was not too well at ease, for his
libveralism was strongly merked with pessimiam,

Maein Currents in American Thought met with anproval in

Amerioa; and Parrington, though his book is not a complete pio-
ture of .mericen thought, is given by his colleagues and his
reviewers an important rank ss an historien, s theory deals
vith sn inportant segment of intellectusl activity, its causes
and its history., Ile sdds 0 necessgary element in the total ex~

planstion of American culture,



PART 1V
PARRINCTON 'S THPRLURBNCEH

The purpose of this section of the dissertation is to make
an estimate of i’arrington's influence on literery oritiecs end
historisng, pecifically tiler meung an exuminotion of oritical
and historioel work following the publicetion of Yein Currents
in .meriean Thought in 1927, There ic an lmponder:zble amount
of influence that resulte from the use of Parringion's work in
oollege cless rooms, but it is inedviseble to attempt 2n estimete
of this.,l The influencc ocertesinly exists, however, for Main

Currents in smericen Thought 1g now & stunderd bibliographiocel

item in 1%s field,

Papringion's influence on critiocs =nd nistorisns is of two
kinds: he heg “direotly influenced the points of view of oritiecal
and historical writers; snd he lu used as an authoritative refer-
ence. To reaoh thie conclusion bibliogrsphies on literature and
oritioism were sesrched for book titles issued sinoe 1927, The
books themselves were examined for agsignaeble traces of ‘arring-
ton's wvorx, Thne following books exhiblt such traces:

l., J. E, Flitoro:t, Qutline studies in Americen lLiterature, 1930,

The suthor stated, while acknowledgins the sources upon which

he drew, "I have sleo moce occasionel use of "arrington, ., "2

1. In this oconnection the investirator would like to say that
sarrington’s o¥n olesses have had influenoe, The inves-
tigator kxnowe several of Perrington's students, Wost of
them are "left vwing," and 1t is the belief of some of
them that Parringson inoreesed this tendenoy,.

2, [rliteroft, J. 8., Jutline stydies in Ameriosn litersture,
p. iv.
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There seaeme %0 have been no use mede of the noint of view
enployed by Yarrington., This is primerily e school text.

Aussell Blenkenship, Americen lltersture as an Expression

of the Nationa]l ’dnd, 1931, This book received great ine-

splration from “arrington, 'he suthor acknowledged three

sources, and said, "The second is the monumentel work by

Vernon Jouic Jerrington on Usin Currents in fimerican Thought."l

The suthor furiher stated thot in the course of this task
"a brief sssocelstion with tha lete Vernon louis Yerrington
as Instructor und friend waes by for the strongest end most
beneficial influence that he received. The indebtedness to
Mrofessor Parrington goes far beyond the limits indiceted in
either the preface or the body of this book."2

The plen of DBlsnkenship's book, ©l though different in ere
rangement, parsllels farrington's in generel topilc end point
of view, ierringtonts influencc appears even in the smection
titles, (Compere the sections on New Englend,) This is s
college text,

Hormon Foerster, Americen Poetry and Prose, 1934, Thie ool-

lege anthology has oonsidereble of FParrington's influence.
Toerster uses the sume divisions of the history of Americen
literature tiwt Parrington used: "Colonisl ¥ind"; "Romantic
Movement"; "Resllistio Movement." The introduetions to each
section draw upon Perrington for euthority. The explanstion

given of the Puritan mind 1s the same as Parrington gave;

Blankenship, R., Americen lLitersture, p. vii,
ibid,., p. x.
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*imerice furnished s geography. Turone sent npeople end
{deas:” Yuritenism, Znglish independency, Frenoh romantio
theories.1 varrington & cuoted in the explenation of

thege contribuitons,? Pfsrrington's phrasze “Transoendental
economist® noplied % Thoresu is slrllarly annlied by
Toerster.© The Parrinston phrase "Greel deomocracy,” anplied
to the South, 1z used by Toerster. Toerster cuoted Parringe-
ton on the frontier, usine the phrase "preemption, exploita-
tion, progress."d Spesking of the reanlistic revolt, Poerster
quo ted Perrington’s summary of the osuses and then spoke his
own and 1dantioeel opinion: "Joonomic disillusionment doubte
less oame flrst; soclal und blologlc discontent followed on
its heels, MNechanism, NMussisn nuturalism, Merxian socisl
seicnce, ond later Treudian psychology united to prick the
bubble of nutional) optiniem and to cail for o re-appraisal
of surromdings."® Foerster 3id not insist on the socio=
egonomie intezrpretation of Amerioesn litersture e the onli,
or best one, Ile edded the coclo-economic to belleslettres.

leuben Poct Helleek, The RBomance of Ameriecan lLiterature,

1934, 7The nuthor wrote, "It hee only recsntly become nos=
slble through the studies of Vernon 1., Parrington end other
sohiolars, to olaseify Amerilesan authors in a new, gimple, and

more logical way."6 The nethod i= to use the dominant move-

o b 01

Foerster, N,, Ameriosn irose und Poetry, ». S, Cf,
Ibid., p. 6.
Ybid., p. 275.
Tbid., p. 981,
bid., p. 983,
fMalleok, R, P., Thc Romenco of imericon litersture, p. ii,
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mente of an age a8 the foosl point.l The suthor peid some
sttention to polities, !is unit VII, "Tranczition", seems
Parringtonian in its anslysiz of the influences promoting
ohenge: (1) the oivil #*er; (2) new western frontiersy (3)
the new lndustrisl revoiution, The book iz s seocondary
school texdv,

flarry PMartwiok, The Toregrounds of Americsn Tiction, 1934,

The suthor 9 the foreword, ¥, 1, Clerk, wrote that Herte
wlck's nursoee hasg been to explaein recent novels “in relsae
tion to thelr whole sociml, econoniz, religious, philosophio,
and literary onvironment."? The “arrinston influence seems
implicit, The book devotes considerable space to backerounds,
but 1t does not keep Yo a narrow, or single, nolnt of view

in its interpretetions, Perrington is quoted on determine
1am,S

James deDonald »iller, in Outline of amerioen ilterature,

1934, This 18 o oollege text, en ouutline emphasizing &ll

the =ootal elements used by rsarrington, plus belles lettres,

The naster ldea is tiwt tne litersture given a pluce in the
book should reveal some phase of the natlonel mind.¢ var-
rington is clted in the zenerel bibliography snd in meny of
the specific bibliogrsphies., 4in outline of the noints one
must sppreciate in order to understand Ameriocsn literature

reveals ' iller's sinilerity to rarrington, The noints fol=-

Lol B g

ibid., p. 1114,

tartwick, ., Ihe Toregrounds of imerigrn Fictiom, p. vi,
ivia., p. 7.

“iiller, 4. %., =n Qutline of hmerioun Iltersturs, . 1.
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low: (1) the Puriten struggle in Hew Inglend; (2) the mer-
cantile end industrisl 1ideas of the “iddle Eastj (3) the
nlantation ideas of the South; and (4) the independent in=-
dividuslism of the frontier,l These points seem implicitly
Parringtonian in their relationships,

Dudley C, Gordon, V, R, King, and Williem ¥, Lymsn, Today's
Literature, 1935, This is an anthology. Of intecrest is a

printed essay taken from Volume II of Yein Currente in Ameri-

csn Thought: "liberalism and the Socisl Conecience," This
is the only “srrington selection the investigetor dlsoovered
in an anthology.2

Granville Hicks, The Great Tredition, 1935, Ilicke wrote,

*1 am partioculerly indebted to,,.V. L, Perrington's Mein
Currents in American Thought, especislly Volume IIT, 'The
Beginnings of Criticsl Reelism,'"® Hicks tokee the seme
general attitude towerd the orestive forces thst shaped
Americen literature ss rerrington took, and accepted the
theory that Ameriosn litersture is traditionslly oriticel
of sooial institutions.4 It seems to this investigator that
Moxrx 18 responsible for Hiocks' theories and that Perrington
is the source of faotuml material,

F. L. Patee, The First Century of American Litersture, 1935,

This book oontains an oocoasional reference to rParrington,

but any other influence is vague,b

L 3 L] * *

bdtior

Ibid., p. 37.

Gordon, Xing, Lyman, Today's Literature, p. 984,
Hieks, G,, 2%3 Crest Tradition, p. 331,

I1bid., p. 329,

Yattee, F, L,, The First Century, Seepp., 258 and 2907,
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Charles Angoff, A& litersry History of the Americen People,

1936, Thie is & scholerly exposition with meny references
to Parrington, some in disagrecment,l but the most in deep
spproval,?

Peroy !, Boynton, Litersture end American Life, 1936, This

is wnother of the scholarly expositions thet mske consider-
able reference to Parringtonts work, Boynton referred to
Perrington s an 1insistent interpreter of imericen thought
in terms of politienl theory.5 Ne ctlled Parrington the
most subetential hictorian of the whole course of imeriocsn
letters.4¢ There were meny such references, but there vere
no attempts to use Parrington‘'s point of view ag8 a guiding
prineiple,

Juy B, Hubbell, American Life in Litersture, 1976, This
is an anthology. WVhatever influence Parrington had here
is ag an suthority,

D, Nutes, 1,0, “ooley, T, Creenlew, Literature and Life,

19%6, There is in this high school text much emphesis on
the social bsckground, The three editors wrote in the pref-
ace that thelr book i& "founded upon the truth that liters-
ture arises out of the experience of the author and the

life of the people and thaet 1t osonsequently internrets some
agpeot or quallity of the sge in which the author lived,

The seleoctions ure eooordingly erranged to represent the

> O o
* * o

*

off, C. sory, Yol. I, p. 331
5 Ibid., p. 2§0mani:§ﬂ.§l ~D. 58.

Boynton, P, H., L1 ters ture and gerioan Life, p. 10,
Ibid,, p. "1.
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development of Ameriocan civilization, %o trece the unity
of spirit and shifting tnterests, "1

V. F, Taylor, A History of Amerigen lLetters, 1936, N¥r,

Taylor wrote, "I have sttempted to tell, celearly and im-
partislly, the story of our litersture in its historicsl
developments, and its relation to the culturel forces out
of which 1t grew."? Considertble space was given to the
economic foroces, and the two seotlion titles below attest

to the point of view vhhat inspired them: "Romantie Art in
sn Agrarien Republloe;"d and "Towerd Realistic Art in an
Urban Industrielism,™4

R, Blenkenship, R, L, Lymen, I, C, 1111, American Iiter-
ature, 1937, As one would expeot in & book with Blenken=-
ship as an editor, there ic some Parrington influence in
this, & high school text, The book embodies two aims: (1)
to revesl the social significence of litersture, (2) to re-
vesl the sesthetic, ™All in all,” Blaukenship wrote in the
Tforeword, "American litersture closely reflects and inter-
prots american life,"® The book inecludes s section on the
frontier and one on how Amerios mude s living,

4, C. Sohwelkert, R. B, Inglis, 7. Gehlmen, il. Foerster,
’ ’

Adventuyres in Ameriocan Literature, 1937, Thls book, slso

8 high sohool text, hue remarked, as prefuce, that "a new

(LN N RN g

L J L 4 L L] -

Futes, i’ooley, Greenlsw, Litersture and Life, p. vi.
Teylor, %. ¥F., 4 History of Ameriocn Letters, p. Vv,
Ibid., p. 75.

Tbid., p. 241,

Blenkenship, Lymsn, Hill, Amerigen Litereture, p. xi.
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section, 'The Growth of the Amerioan Hpirit,' reveals the
devalopment of the Ameriecen tredition in its social, polit-
1cal, end eoonomic espects."l A generel statement of e
similar nature follows on a leter page: "The history of
Ameriosn literature hes been entirely rewritten,,.lt 1s

not an encyclopedia of namee end dates, but a readeble
story of political, sociasl, and eoconomic developments whioh
helped %o produce characteristic imericen literature, "2

H, R, varfel, 7, H, Cabriel, 5, T, Williems, The American

Mind, 19°7. The imerican M¥ind 1s en anthology bssed in part

on & socio-esconomie interpretation of Americen thought,

The 1llustrstions snd the announced purpose of the authors
indioetes that literature is defined in Parringtonien fashe
ion: "This book exhiblits, for the first time in Ameriosn
literature, the writings of Americens for the purpose of
defining and illustrating American literary progress in
relstion to american intellectusl progress,,.liere sre pree
sented, in addition to en adequate collection of acknowledged
masterpleces, such further materials as will clarify changing
Ameriocan conospts of religion, politiecsl) independence, de-
mooraoy, economics, humsniterian striving, education, and
literary theory."® Perrington's book has a constent place

in the bibliographies of this wqu. The introductions %o

each ssotion reveal the soclologiocel interest of the authors,

s

0hweikert, Inglis, Gehlman, Foerster, Adventures in

17.
1.
American Litersture, p. 1ii,
2. 1bid., p. iv,
3.

Warfol, Oebriel, williaems, The Americapn ¥ind, p. V.
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but no attempt 18 mede to use egonomics es Tundamental

to social movements, The gonflioting interests of various
groups huve prominent pleces, Althought the authors 414
not soknowledge an indebtednees to l’errington, the anthol-
ogy oleurly supplements by illustrution the pattern of

thought dealt with in llein Currents in uimerio:n Thought,.

The folloring conclusions sre possible: Seventeen bookg--
histories, oriticisms, outlines, and anthologles~-written in
the field of ‘mericen litersture since 1927 huve nssgignable
marks of Perrington's influence, The majority of these books
is designed for college use, elthough some of the books thet
have sppeesred since 1935 are for secondary school use, It is
in the schools, then, that Psrrington's influence is to be
chiefly observed at present,

Two college anthologies, thet by Foerster and thst by Wer-
fel, Cabriel, and Williams, have strong Perrington influence,
¥eoh has much of the socio=-economic, snd eaoch has drewn much
on farrincton for eriticel inspiration, It must be obsarved,

though, thut esch went further in the belles lettres than Per-

rington did. One generzl snthology inocluded an essay by Per-
rington, but the enthology itself 15 not socio-economic in its
plen, One other genersl anthology has traces of Parrington's
influence,

Of the books sresenting outlines, history, and oritiolsm,
nine show Parrington's influence in the melection of materiel,
in genersl principle, or in the use of his oritiocsl suthority.

In this group Ruesell Blankenship's book corresponds with Par-
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rington's work in all respects exeept thet of pHroportionate
emphasis given to oonventionally litersry figures, Blenken-
ship is the more conventionsl,

Four high school snthologies and texts-«the two in a
oombination~-reveal thet literature claasses in the secondary
sohools have since 1935 taken sn lnoreesing interest in the
soolo-economic, It is5 noterorthy that Dlunkenship ie sn editor
of such a high schcol text and that Foerster is en editor of an-
other,

These findings indicate that to dste the most of rarring-
ton's influence has been in the schools, There “arrington has
won considerable gupport, The influence of these books on stu-
dents and through them on the future is imponderuble, but it
oan be said thst it will exist, Parrington is & recognized
suthority in his field, He is heving oonsiderable vogue a8 a
shaping foree in textbook making, The heightened interest in
soclo~economic forones in literary phenomena is in poart due to

his work,



VART Y

GiunRLDL DUMMARY OF IMINDINGS

The irobler.
The problen was to exsmine the principles of literary
oritioism followed hy Professor Vernon Louls Farvington in his

book “mirn Currenbs in smericen Thought. There wvore three di-

visions made of the problem: (1) an historicsl view of the
princinles Varrington followed; (2) Perrington’'s modifiecstion
and use 0¢ the principles; and (3) Perrington’s influence on
oritioal points of view,

Parrington, deliberately ignoring bollies lettres, worked
from three basic generelizations, They formed the limits within
whioh he studied Ameriocan thought and litersaiure, The three
generalizations, together spoken of as the soolo-sconomic prin-
giple of literary interpretation, &re oconocived s exnlaining
the prizary oreative sourdges of Anmoriosn though%. The general=-
izations arc these:

1., ILitersture is related 10 social institutlions:

it embodies institutional idooloples; 1t is
affected by institutions; and it affeots in-
gtitutions,

2. The 1deologics of asocial institutions are de-
termined by economic forces,

3. Thae ideologies are in a state of soafliet,
These generalizations expluia literature and thought in
Amerioa, When Perrington found i¢ worthwhile to Judge the value

of a oontribution, he 4id 1t from the point of view of a Jeffer-
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sonian libersl.

Fistorigal) Dsokeround of vsrrington's Theory

The hisvoriocal view outlined the developmeni of the three
generalizetions “arrington employed snd pointed out which men
influenced arrington., I wes found thet the scoio-sconomie
principle of literary interpretution nud 1i%s8 real oeginning in

the seventeenth contury.

The Helstion of Litersture to Institutions

In the beginning of soclologicel oriticism, the oritios
were no!t concerned with economics except oesuslly. The ohief
point of interest wus the influence of sooial institvutions on
8 writer, who was concelived as helng a representative of his
rage and time workiang in o purticuler environment; uand the
influence of the writer on the instivutions, 7The oritios of
importance to sooiologlcal eriticism during this period were
toe following: “homas Blackwelli, who studied Homer in his
phyeicel and social environment; Johenn Gottrried Von Iierder,
wvho followed Blackwell's leed and in uddition widely diseam-
inated the specisl noint of view of netionaliam; ilsaeme de Stael,
who studied the inter-reletions of litereture and institutions;
P’rosper de Barante, who wrote s specisl study of French litera-
ture in the eighteenth century and the relation of 1literature
to French soclety of that period, peying olose attention to
politiosl situations; Leinte-Beuve, who emphasized psyohologloal
faotors in an author'e work; Hippolyte Adolphe Taine, who as e

positivist studied the work of a writer ss springing from the
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primel sources of race, surroundings, and epooh; Kuno Frencke,
who interpreted the vhole history of CGermun litersture in terms
of the zocle)l forces working upon it; Georg Brandes, & Danieh
writer who seperelted the nain currents of Zuropean thought Gure
ing the nineteenth century in mueh the seme foshion thet Proe
fessor Tarrington leter 4id it for the history of lnmerican
thought; and lliss erry, who, borrowling fram Turner, fully
developed ihe owernceteristics of Jrerican personality &nd asked
thet litereture &nd its criticism be not sepereted from the
soolal, econowmic, politicel, end geographicel factors in Amere
ioan life. Cf thesc men Telne hes been said to be a dominant

influence on Parrington., The others undoubtedly hed indireoct

influence,

The Determinetion of Ideologies by Hgonomioc Foroeg

A1)l of the men mentioned in the preceding summsry are back-
ground Tigures., They developed the sociological in litersry
oriticism, creating the tendency away from eesthetic absolutes
and towerd the naterialistic point of view, of which the theory
of economic determinism is an extreme development, It is true
that from the Leginning of modern criticism there have been
ellusions to the influence of economic conditions on human thought
and spirit, but only reocently hes there been developed & critiocsl
solence anploying the principle of esonomio determinism, Llogie~
oally, it started among politiocsl and economic philosophers
rather than among literary oritios; end 1t seems thet the influ-
ence of olimate and geogrephy on government wae the firat prob-

lem of this nature to receive considerable attention, HNontesquieu,



145

Harder, Buokle, and Nraper are leading figures develoning this
problem, The olear line of the prinoiple of esconomioc determinism
in povernment and law, however, bagine with Jemes Harrington and
reaches its fullest development vith Kerl Marx, Intermediately
there is » hcgt of nemes, Those that concern tnle dissertstion
are John Adams, Jeniel ™ebster, Fredearick T, Turner, Thorold
Rogers, fochilles lorig, Afllen Smith, Cherles i, Neard, end E, R,
A, Seligman, ‘fhese me2u followed for the rost psrt the thesis
that the ownershis »7 land is the source of vovernmental power
and form; but logerse, Seligman, Emith, end Beard were less oone-
carned with icnd than vwith wealth in pgeneral, Professor Perringe-
ton was strongly influenced by this group of theorists, coming
under the sway of Herrington's thesis os it reashed him through
then. ‘

In the lltersry field the names tuel preceded Parrington
and had influence on him ere the following: Willlem Morris,
crander Katthews, Rliss Perry, Allene Gregory, and Allen R,
Senham, All of these developed the theory of economic determin-
ism from one or both of two points of view: thet eocnomiocs de~
terrcines what n writer thinks or thst the commerocial nsture of
euthership limite & writer's field of thought to what cen de
gold at & profit, In ell ocazes these persons were modest in
thelr preeentétion of their theories end in the emount of work

devoted tc 1lluetretion.

Litereture ag en Expression of Confllot
The element of olasss conflict thatl ic & part of the prine-

eiple of econonic determiniem hae reveived but l1ittle attention
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from literary oritios until the last few yesrs. In Americs Upton
Becl Sinoleoir is the men who moet developed the pertisanship
ncdure of litereture bhefore Perrington, who brosdened the thesis
from one of proletrariat-bourgeoise conflist to include the oom=
plax of astruzzle =ikhiin eack socicl philosodhy €s well as among
all of them, The history off this thoslis in literery critioism

15 just begiuning, Hut the socio-econoniec type of oriticism has
hai 2 sheady dAovalopnnent since early in the eighteonth century,

Parrington’s iLpplication of _conomic Critieism to imericen
Literature

The purpete of this section wus to exsmine and document Pere
rington's three oritical principles, whiceh were here broadened
and discussed in thelr toplcoal zpplication to imericsn thought
end literature,

Fundexentally Perriogton beliewed thut the ehapling impulse
behind the breed intellestual movements charzoteristic of Amerlos
wes cconomic in origin, lide work in lein Currents in Amerigen
Thought was unified by the principle of economic determinism,
although he frequently spoke of politicsl and soclsl foroes &s
dis%ino% from economic forces,

The exnosition of Parrington's tenets developed the followe
inz tonies: (1) farrington's genersl aime in Maln Currents in

Amarigan Thousib; (2) Toonomic character of the idesls brought

to America; (3) Toonomio foroes netive to imerioce; (4) The eco-
nomio origins of fustitutions; (5) American litersture end its
relation tb gooclnl confliet; (8) Parrington and aesthetics; (7)
Perrington's libernlismy (8) Istimute of Parrington's oritiocsl

position,
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Parrington’s Genaral Aims in Main Currents

rerringlton wanted to give an acoount of the beginning and
the developniont of the idees traditionally thought of as Amer-
ivsnu, the oppusition thcy met, and their influence on typioally
americen fdesis end institutions, Interpreted from the point
of view uf Jeffersonianism, srrinpgton's s8inm was %o trace the
history of liberalisn in smorice, showing its ini;ial impulses,

{1ty cuenics, and Lie {ate,

soononie Chersoter of Idesls Lrought to Amerigs

smoerican thought, sccording to rarrington, is in pert the
bequest of Jnported idesls from the old world, He did not die-
reotly state hie genersl theory of the relationship between ldeels
eand economic foroces, but the examiﬂ;tlon of hig trestment indi=-
cated Hhat he considered severel enecific ldeels to have had an
esonorilc character in that they were appropriated by economio
movenents enG in thet they were éntagonistic toward certein eco-
noriic cirowunstences. |

The ideals of whion i'arrington evncke vere generclized as
the body of thought und customs brought from the old home., In

particular whcy were these: ‘Engllsh Indepcndcroy, Trench ro=-

muniic theory, the industricl revolution und leiscey faire,
nineteenth ocntury science, and Continentel theories of col-
leoctiviom, vbviously some of these ere clesrly econcnio move-
ments, The others cre economic in thet thoey were borrowed by
eoononio movements, Iisd Ferrington deen pressed it ics likely
thaet he would have ucknowledged economic determiniem to be but

one Loras in the oreation of humen thought and institutions,
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but as fer as American thought is conoerned the greatest foroe.
He held no brief for & rigid soheme of economic determinism, and

said so,

Eoonomic Foroes Native to Amerioca
In addition to the imported ideals, Americen thought was

determined by the silent pressure of the frontier, conceived

by Parrington as an economic force., The frontier evolved & way
of 1ife: of aoting and of thinking. It promoted individuel
attitudes that resulted collectively in the spirit of republioc-
aniem ascendent over the spirit of eristocrecy. Parrington
further said the philosophy of peternalism in government is
owed in part to the frontier and the stimulus of 1ts vast eco-

nomios,

The Xoconomig Origin of Institutions
The institutions of politios and government, of law, of

religion, and of literature were all concelved by Parrington to
hafe & primary economic cherscter. Moonomio forces in confliot
shaped American political institutions snd through them the laws
of the country. Literary movements, the broad periods unified

by ocharacteristio traits, hed in Amerioca an economic basis, 5o
also did the significant writers. It wes Parrington's conclusion
that the socio-economic was the best approesch to understanding

American institutions,

Amerigen literature end Its Reletion to Soola] Confliot
To Perrington the significent Americen writers presented
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and defended programs of a sooial nature, or else spent a large
pert of their energies in sttecking existing social conditions.
Thie is & natursl corollary of the socio-economioc principle.
The greatest part of rarrington's work thet he devoted to
litersry figures and works was spent disocussing the evidence

of oonflict. when Parrington found e writer who baffled suoch
interpretation, he wus forced to present a distorted pioture.
From ertigts who were charesoteristically belletristic or ethicale=
such a8, Irving, Poe, Longfellow, &nd Hawthorne--he squeezed
what was to be found of & socis) program or gave up with short
expositions. It should be pointed out thet this one-~sided em~
phesis 1s the result of the control set by method end purpose,

rether then by Parrington's natwral inclination,

Parrington snd Aesthetiod

Parrington was instinotively aesthetic, and at times aesthetio
criticism waes close to foroing him out of his self-imposad limits
of soclio~economic determinism, He scolded the sesthetic oritic
at times; yet an sesthetic underourrent ran all through his work,

He wans not comfortable within his limits,

Parrington's lLiberelism

It was early made apparent that Jefferson was the basis of
Parrington's liberal point of view, Jefferson was Parrington's
ideal. This means that Parrington's ideals go back %o the French
Revolution and its humsnitarien hopes, Parrington hoped for a
decentralized sooiety based on small economioc units. Yat he was
not optinistic. The defeats of liberaliam that he recorded in
HMain Currents in Americen Thought left him 1little room for more
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than a forlorn hope thet 8 country whose artists sre in revolt

may yet eohieve its ideals,

Bstimnte of Peryrington's Criticsl Position
The estimate was divided into two parts: (1) an objeotive

esiimate of Parrington's renk among his collesgues, drewn from
oomments by his colleegues; (2) the investigator's personal
opinion of the loglosl validity of eoconomioc determinism of idees,
'The examination of a signifiocant quantity of oriticel re-
views and of remerks made in books on American literature revealed
thet Parrington wee acoepted with only minor reservation, He
was oriticized for occasionsl inacourscy, for occssionel ambie-
guity, and for over-emphasis of his point of view; but the mein
tenor of all the oriticism was to acsept his work as & brilliently
written, valusble contribution to the history of Americen culture,
In the investigator's opinion it seems that the prinoiple
of eoconomic determinism does not hold the absolute position fre-
quently cluimed for it. It is undoubtedly an explanetion of
many phenomene, but it does not have & demonstrated cleim as a
total explenstion of &ll phenomena, Man aspparently has none
econonmic charscterigtios whioch modify all of his relationships
with his environment, inocluding the subject mutter of his 11t~

erary arts,

Parrington's Influence
The purpose of this geotion of the dissertation wes to

make an estimate of Parrington's influenoe on literary oritios
and historians, This meant an examination of work produced

since 1927, The following oonolusions sre possible:
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Seventeen books--histories, oriticisme, outlines, and
anthologies~-written in the field of Ameriozan literature sinoe
1627 have assignadble merks of Parrington's influence, The
me jority of these books is designed for college use, slthough
some of the books that have appeared since 1935 are for seconde
ary sohool use, It ie in the schools, then, thet Parrington's
influenoe is to be chiefly observed et present,

Two college anthologiea, thet by Foerster and thet by Ware
fel, Gabriel, end williams, have strong Parrington influence,
Each has muoh of the sooio-economioc, and esoh has drewn much
on Parrington for oriticel inspiration, It must be observed,
though, thet esoh went further in the belles letires than ’ar
rington did, One generel anthology included &n essay by Par-
rington, but the snthology itself is not sooio~economic in its
plan. One other geners)l anthology has traces of Parrington's
influenoce,

Of the books presenting outlines, history, and eritioism,
nine show Parrington's influence in the seleotion of material,
in general prinoiple, or in the use of his oritiocal authority.
In this group Russell Blsnkenship's book corresponds with iar-
rington's work in ell respeots exoept that of proportionate
emphasis given to conventionslly litersry figures, Blanken-
ship is the more conventional,

FPour high school anthologies snd texts--the two in & ocom~
bination--reveal that litereture clesses in the secondary schoolse
have since 1935 teken an inoreesing interest in the 80010~
economic, It is noteworthy that Blankenship is an editor of

such a high school text and that Foerster is en editor of enother,
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These findings indioate that to dete the most of larring-
ton's influenoce has been in the schools. There Parrington has
won oonsidereble support, The influence of these books on stu-
dents and through them on the future is imponderable, but it
cen be said thet it wlll exist, ?2arrington iz & recognized
authority in his field. 1lle is having considersble vogue as a
shaping foroe in textbook making. The heightened interest in
sooio~eoonomiec forces in literary phenomens is in pert due to

his work,
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